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 its and Pieces   
 

Grades in Progress: 

Second quarter mid-term grades were mailed to parents before Thanksgiving break. If parents 

have questions or concerns, they are encouraged to contact their student’s counselor. 
 

Second Semester Classes  

Counselors are hard at work preparing schedules for second semester.  Students who have questions or 

concerns about their second semester classes should see their counselor immediately. Students are reminded that 

they have only a limited time to drop a second semester class without penalty. 

Semester Exams 

This is a reminder for students beginning to prepare for semester exams. At this time, exams are set for 

December 19, 20, and 21. Please be aware of some helpful hints in order to perform well during this time: 

Start studying a week or two before the actual testing time, review notes, stay for ELO on Thursday 

afternoons, form study groups with other members of your class. 

Get plenty of rest and take vitamins to avoid getting sick 

Do term papers and essay work early so that extra time can be concentrated on studying for tests 

Talk to your teacher to clear up any questions 

The semester final grade will be recorded on your permanent transcript 

Credit will be given at the semester for each class. 

News for Seniors  

1. The Rend Lake College ASSET test will be given again at MVTHS on December 4. Or you may call 

Rend Lake College and make an appointment to take it on their campus. 

2. Grappling with college costs means that students and parents alike must become knowledgeable about 

their financial aid options. Put these on your “TO-DO” List: 

Attend the Financial Aid Seminar for prospective college students. Parents and their students are invited 

to attend this seminar, sponsored again this year by the MVTHS Guidance Department in January, 

2008. Topics to be discussed include monetary aid in the form of grants, scholarships, loans and work-

study programs. Watch the January Counselor’s Desk for the exact date and time for this seminar. 

News for Seniors continued, scholarships on following page   

Prepare to file the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (commonly referred to as the “FAFSA” 

form). This application is required by colleges so that financial aid awards (or packages) can be 

determined for a student. The FAFSA is used to apply for financial aid from federal financial aid 

programs. These are need-based programs, and have nothing to do with scholarship. FAFSA cannot be 

filed until after January 1, 2008. A note to students and parents about the FAFSA: A PIN number is 

helpful because it allows you to file FAFSA electronically, check on the status of your FAFSA 

application, make up-date or correction changes. To request a PIN, go to the web site 

www.pin.ed.gov. 

Paper FAFSAs will not be available to schools this year. Students will be able to obtain a paper 

FAFSA by calling the Federal Student Aid Information Center at 1-800-4-FED-AID (1-800-433-3243) 

or by visiting www.edpubs.org. Students may request up to three copies of the paper application and 

should receive their FAFSAs in three to seven business days.  New for 2008-09 is a PDF version of the 

FAFSA that students can submit for processing. The PDF is available for download on various Federal 

Student Aid Web sites, such as www.FederalStudentAid.ed.gov. Students can access the PDF, 

complete the form on the computer or by hand, and mail it to the address provided for processing.  

Students are encouraged to use the online method for filing the application. The FAFSA on the Web 

Worksheet, the most effective tool students can use to facilitate the online application process, will still 

be available from the school.  

 

Taking a College Day 
 

Seniors who want to visit a college campus on a 

school day must follow these procedures: 

Pick up a College Day Request Form from the 

Guidance Office. The student must first have this form 

filled out and signed by all of his/her teachers. The 

student must then take the form to their parent/guardian 

for their signature. The completed form must be 

submitted to the student’s guidance counselor at least 

one week prior to the requested absence. During the 

college visit, the student must obtain written verification 

from a college official (on letterhead, business card, etc.) 

attesting to the date of the visit. This verification must be 

brought to the high school guidance counselor upon the 

student’s return to school. If these procedures are not 

followed, the absence may be unexcused. The student is 

responsible for obtaining and completing any 

assignments missed due to this absence. 

A college day of more than two days will not be 

approved. A college day will not be granted to any 

student who is not a candidate for graduation. 

News for Seniors ~  Continued from page 1 



Scholarship Information 
 

What’s New? (Applications are available in the Guidance Office & Career Center. They must be returned to 

the Guidance Office.) 

Wal-Mart Foundation Scholarships: The Wal-Mart Foundation offers several scholarship 

opportunities. Selection is based on academic achievement, leadership in school and community service 

activities, and financial need. Applications must be submitted on-line only. More information is available 

at www.walmartfoundation.org and links are provided to access applications. Deadline for submission is 

January 14, 2008. 

Illinois Odd-Fellow Rebekah Scholarship Program: Applicants must be U.S. citizens, residents of 

Illinois, and have at least a “C” average. Selection will be based upon financial need, scholastic standing, 

and ability. Approximately twenty $500 and three $1,000 scholarships are presented each year. 

Applications are also online at www.ioof-il.org. Due: February 22, 2008.  

Illinois AMVETS Scholarship Programs: Four different scholarships are offered to seniors through 

this program. The nursing scholarship is open to any senior; however, preference will be given to 

children of deceased or disabled veterans. Applicants for the other scholarships must have a parent who 

is a veteran or currently serving in the military. Due: February 22, 2008. 

U.S. Bank is offering a scholarship to seniors who will be attending college next fall. Students must 

apply online at usbank.com/studentbanking. Applications will be accepted through February, 2008. 

Frederick Oehm, Sr. Educational Foundation Fund Award: This year’s topic was not available at 

press time, however, applications should be available by December 1. Students are to develop an essay, 

project, or experiment on the chosen topic. Applications must be returned to the Main Office on or 

before March 7, 2008. 

Rend Lake College High Achiever’s Scholastic Award: Students who have an ACT composite score 

of 27 or higher may apply for this award. The scholarship includes the cost of tuition, fees, and textbook 

rental for two years at Rend Lake College. 

What’s Due in December? 

Elks National Foundation Most Valuable Student Scholarship—due December 14. 

Tri-County Electric Cooperative—due December 14. 

News for Seniors ~ Scholarships  

Juniors in the state of Illinois will be required to take the Prairie State Achievement Examination during 

this school year on Wednesday, April 23 and Thursday, April 24, 2008. 

The PSAE is quite different from the achievement tests that high school students have taken in the past. 

PSAE is made up of a test that colleges can use for admission purposes (ACT), and a test that businesses can 

use for hiring future employees (Work Keys). The combined scores (PSAE) can be used by schools to 

measure achievement. 

The ACT portion will be given on April 23, and consists of English, math, reading, science reasoning, 

and writing. 

The test that students will take on April 24 includes science, applied math, and reading for information. 

The overall PSAE scores (combinations of ACT + Work Keys) will be placed on a student’s transcript, 

and therefore become an important part of a student’s record. Students will be able to decide if they want the 

separate ACT score and Work Key scores placed on their transcript as well. 

Watch this space for more information about the PSAE. Taking the PSAE is a graduation requirement! 

NOTE: Athletes who plan to play a collegiate sport in a Division I or II college or university must apply to 

the NCAA Clearinghouse at the end of the junior year. 
 

Illinois State Scholar Program: Students need to take the ACT or SAT college entrance exam during their 

junior year so that they can compete for Illinois State Scholar. To be eligible for this program, a student must 

be in the upper half of his or her high school class at the end of six semesters and achieve a qualifying ACT or 

SAT assessment score. Those who are designated as State Scholars will receive a Certificate of Merit as well 

as state-wide recognition from various state news media and Illinois colleges and universities. There is no 

money connected with this award. 

News for Juniors Itõs all about testing 

What’s In Your Future?  

Counselors are planning to meet with freshmen and sophomore students in January to share the results of 

the EXPLORE and PLAN tests which were taken in November. Class time will be devoted to explaining 

student scores and personal career planning information. In addition, students can evaluate academic areas of 

strength and weakness as they begin to consider what classes they need to take next year as a high school 

student. The counselors appreciate the cooperation of the English Department to accomplish this task. 

What Can Parents Expect? 

Freshmen will bring home an EXPLORE Student Report and a booklet, It’s Your Future: Student Guide 

to EXPLORE. 

Sophomores will bring home a PLAN Student Report, a booklet, Using Your PLAN Results, and the 

actual PLAN test booklet.  Note:  Since the PLAN test is viewed as a Pre-ACT test, the Student Report 

includes an estimated ACT Composite score range. By having the PLAN test 

booklet, students can actually review test questions/answers as a strategy to help 

them prepare for the eventual ACT test. 

 

News for Sophomores & Freshmen 

Quote of the Month 

“Champions aren’t made in the gyms. Champions are made from something they have deep inside of 

them—a desire, a dream, a vision. They have last-minute stamina, they have to be a little faster, they have to 

have the skill, and the will. But the will must be stronger than the skill.” 

 ~ Muhammad Ali 


