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Dr. J. D. Shields was the Superintendent of Mt. Vernon Township
High from 1967 until the time of his death in an automobile accident on
September 19, 1988. The remembrances which follow were prepared by
students and members of the faculty and staff of Mt. Vernon Township

High School.



Remembrances of Dr. J. D. Shields

When, during Christmas vﬁcation of 1985, I decided to write an
application for NASA Teacher in Space Program, I had to forward letters
of recommendation from various people who know me and also from the
school superintendent.

So when I requested a letter from J. D., he asked me whether I had
written the various resume's proposals, ete. I told him that would be
my Christmas project, and so he asked to read it before I sent it.

Upon return, I gave J. D. a rough draft to read, and before the day
was over, | received a summons to see him.

So, in summary, J. D., ever the English teacher, said, "Frank, this
is good. Do you have it on computer?" When I answered yes, he said,
"Good. I want vou to have vour best shot at this, so before you submit
it, see if wvou can correct these few grammar errors." {He found
several!) He winked when he told me I got an "A" in content, but just a
"B+" in grammar! |

F. W. Kone
Science Teacher

Dr. Shields was a great leader and educator. He was respected by
all and loved by many. He was fair and firm in his decisions but very
kind and compassionate. He was unselfish and tireless in his service
for Mt. Vernon High. He was a patient boss, easy to understand, and
very clear in his instructions. He was perceptive and took time to

listen. He inspired those who worked for him, and he believed in me.
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He was one of the best friends I ever had. I miss him. His memory will

always be with me.

Ann Overstreet
Assistant Treasurer

I was Dr. Shields’® secretary for fifteen years. He was a kind,
understanding, and considerate person. He worked hard for education.
He loved Mt. Uernqﬁ Figh and the students. He was always ready and
willing to help others. He always took the time to help those who had
special problems or needs and no one else would even be concerned with
them. Working for him was a real pleasure. I thought of him as a
friend as well as a boss. I miss him very much, but I do have pleasant

memories of the vears I worked for him.

Dixie Wilson
Superintendent Secretary

I am presently completing 24 years at Mt. Vernon Township High
School. It has been a pleasure and honor to have worked for and with
Dr. Shields during those vears. I am proud to be able to make the
statement that he was the only boss I ever had and that he was one of my
best friends. I shall always remember Dr. Shields’ kindness,
understanding ways, quick wit, and will also be grateful for his help

and guidance through the years.

Ron Harper
Director of Student Services

Although Dr. Shields had a busy, hectic schedule, he always made

time to listen and reach out to others. I will never forget the calls,



kindness, and concern given me during the illness and death of my

husband, Loren.

Lillian Scott
Special Education Teacher

My memories of Dr. Shields range from my days as a student at MVTHS
to my tenure as a member of the faculty. To me, he will always be a
large part of the spi{it and tradition of Mount Vernon Township High
School. He was truly a unique individual. Wherever he went, his
presence was felt immediately., I remember attending a meeting about the
new state teacher evaluation plan. In a gathering of superintendents
from all over southern Illinois, the speaker (who was supposed to be an
expert on the law) referred several questions to Dr. Shields, standing
unobtrusively in the back of Lthe room.

On other occasions I served on committees with him; and, although I
did not always agree with his decisions, I believe he did what he
thought was best for the school. Contrary to what the well-known sign
in his office humorously suggested, he was a man who could listen to the
opposing view and have the courage to change his opinieons when he
thought he had been wrong.

Like countless others, I shall never forget ihat September morning
we found out that he was gone. It seemed so unfair and unnatural. One
of my students asked, "What's wrong around here? Something terrible
must have happened." The whole school was stunned and somber, at times
without feeling, at times gr’ :ving. It was difficult to talk or think

about the day’s work: a certain light had gone out of the world.
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And vet, at moments, I can still see him, papers in hand, hurrying
down the hall, entering & door to move a mountain or approve a
curriculum change. It seems amazing that as a teacher, T felt easy
encugh to joke with him and call him "J. D." but respected him so much
that I always toock a deep breath every time I entered his office.

Most of all, I regret never having the courage to tell him how much
his quick friendliness and his words of encouragement bolstered my
confidence as a teacher. But I, like many others, thought there would
always be time...

It is hard to imagine Mount Vernon Township High School without J.
D. Shields, but his example of excellence and his untiring dedication
will serve to inspire all of us who worked with him. I am proud that he

was my superintendent.

FPeggy (Flota) Simmons
English Teacher

Quite a few people may ask "What can be accomplished in thirty-five
vears?" No doubt there are numercus answers. Each one, in its own way,
deserves mentioning. For gquite a number of individuals, perhaps the
root of the accomplishment is Dr. J. D. Shields. The individual.

"Tradition is an unreasoning pride that tells the graduate although
there are bigger, more modern schools with more teachers and better
equipment, he’ll be glad his diploma is from Mt. Vernon Township High
School. Tradition is a constructive impatience with our scheool and
faculty and students, not because they are nol good enough, but because
they can be better." (execerpt from "Hold Your Traditions," by Judy

Lang-Kutcher, Vernois News Editor, 1957-58)
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Each individual, in his own way, has thoughts and memories of J. D.

Shields.

Douglas K. Book
Class of 1967

My first memories of Dr. Shields are from my high school years. To
me he was an ominous man that I looked upon with awe. When I was
graduating frem high school in 1976, Dr. Shields mispronounced my middl?
name during practice. I shyly told him how to pronounce it; he made h;ﬁ
mental note and did not forget. When I came to work at the school in
the summer of 1985, T realized that my first impressions had been wrong.
Over the next three vears I found that Dr. Shields was not to be awed
but to be respected and admired. He cared about the students and all of
the employvees. Once when I had been transferred to a different office,
he stopped to ask me if Lhe transition had gone well and if 1 was
comfortable with my new position. He was nol afraid to stick his neck
out to help those who needed it. This he did without being asked. He
had mastered the art of interjecting humor into meetings. I loved the
way he could tell a funny story aboul someone or something and be so
serious at first that yvou would think something terrible had happened.
One of the last things that I learned about him was that he made
delicious candy. In August of 1988 he brought four boxes of homemade
candy which he shared with the summer staff. T am proud to have gone to
school and worked in the institution to which Dr. Shields dedicated his
life. This community is better off because of his vears of influence.

Tami Gentles
Media Center Secretary



There are so many admirable things that could be said sbout Dr.
Shields, it’s hard to know where to begin. I guess the one trait that
touched me most was his willingness to help anyone who asked him for
help. I, among others, have seen him help peocple in all kinds of
situations, whether it be with an individual child who needed help, or
someone who needed help with money. I Jjust wish everyone knew all the
good things he did, things that weren't a necessary part of his job, yet
he did them out of the goodness of his heart. Sometimes this meant
digging down into his own pocket. Sometimes it meant spending hours of
his own time to help save a student who was headed down the wrong road.
Everyone knows of Dr. Shields' educational accomplishments, but not
everyvone knows that he had a heart of gold. That is what I remember

most about Dr. Shields.

Carolyn Burgin
Athletie Director Secretary

Kind, loving, happy——all these describe Dr. J. D. Shields. He
enjoyved being with the students and would always take the time to listen
to them. There is one thing that always comes to mind when I think
about Dr. Shields. It was after school one day, and 1 was waiting for
my mom to get off work. While she was closing up the Main Office, she
lost her contact lens. We were on our hands and knees locking for it
when Dr. Shields came in. He asked us what we were looking for, and
then he got down and started helping us lock. He stopped doing his work
to help us. I will always remember him as a man who would help anvone
who needed it. By the way, we did find the contact.

Tammy Endsley
Class of 1989



7

I have many fond memories of J. D. Shields and Mt. Vernon Township
High School. In fact, T will remember a long time the statement made by
Pat Garrett that J. D. be remembered as "THE SUPERINTENDENT OF MT.
VERNON HIGH SCHOOL." But, I also remember the many football and
baseball games that he attended to wateh his children and grandchildren.
While he was devoted to Mt. Vernon High, he was also devoted teo his
family and friemds. I am proud that he counted me as a friend.

Ted Quinn
English Teacher

Dr. Shields was a forceful educator, a person who dedicated his
life to Mt. Vernon High School. As a boss he was always there with a
solution for every problem. As a humanitarian he evinced his caring in
countless ways. We have suffered a great loss in the death of our

friend, J. D. Shields.

Dr. Priscilla Hill
English Teacher

I did not really know Dr. Shields, but I do remember whenever I
walked down the halls and passed him, he would always smile and throw a

friendly wink as if he knew me well.

John Hopkins
Class of 1989

I remember Dr. Shields as a person who was caring and considerate
of other people. His caring showed in his dedication to give up time

for himself and give it to others. I respected Dr. Shields greatly



because he was always honest and he would always tell people just the
way it was. Dr. Shields was a good example for people to follow, and it

is people like him that make this country (USA) so strong.

John T. Kabat
Agriculture Teacher

Dr. Shields was a kind, compassionate man. When one of his staff
members lost a 1oveq upe, many times he was there to show respect.

When I became yery ill in 1983, he called me at home and suggested
that I might see his St. Louis doctor. His kind words were appreciated,

I've worked in Hi-Tri here for 25 years. For several years, we had
spring and fall conferences at different schools. One year we had the
conference here. Dr. Shields gave part of his weekend to prepare our
meal and supervise in the cafeteria.

I’ve lost a friend!

Alice Wilson
Librarian

When I started working at Mt. Vernon High, I immediately felt that
I belonged. Dr. Shields' friendly attitude carried over not only in his
office but throughout the whole school. He had a warm, caring smile
that always made students and emplovees feel at home. He was easy to
work for because his instructions were understandable and complete, and

he always complimented a finished task. He made me feel good about

myself.

Dee Ann Endsley
Main Office Secretary



GOODBYE
My respect for this lost one has grown so strong,
But I know he went to Heaven where he belongs.
When he was here, he had respect for us all,
Greeting students cheerfully as he walked down the hall.
I remember when the third hour announcements came on.
It was very hard to believe our superintendent was gone.
I feel if he were here today,
He would want school to go on in the same old way.
So wipe away all your tears and forget your fears.
Let’s make everyone proud to let them know we can keep going on,

Even though a dear loved one is gone.

Heather McMillen
Class of 1989

There are some things in this world that, try as we may, we cannot
do adequately. One of those things, for me at least, is to express what
I feel about the passing of J. D. Shields, Superintendent of Mt. Vernon
Township High School.

J. D. and I worked together for many vears, and it was my honor to
count him as a friend. He was a man of exceptional ability and his loss
leaves a void in all our lives.

J. D. was an outstanding school administrator, a man whose natural
abilities of leadership inspired and enlivened those of us who worked
under his direction. He was universally liked by teachers as well as by
his fellow administrators. Indeed, he earned the respect of evervone

who knew him.
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J. D, was a man we cannot forget. For those of us who are left, he
will continue to live in our memories.

We will remember J. D. for his hard work and dedication. No one
worked longer or harder for Mt. Vernon High. It was his habit to be at
work early and to leave late. His desk was always covered with stacks
of paper. Each stack represented one of his projects. He had his day
work, his night werk, and his weekend work. He was the only person I
have ever known ?hu could held three different meetings at the same time
and cause something productive to happen in all three meetings. He
loved hard work and he loved to joke that when he quit as
superintendent, he would get a real job and go to work. As 0. E.
Stimson, his longtime friend and member of the Board of Education said,
"J. D. devoted his life to Mt. Vernon High. You didn't have to worry if
something would get done. J. D. would take care of it."

Yet, no matter how busy J. D. was, his office door was always open
to students and staff members alike. He was never too busy to encourage
and help others.

I recall the time an older gentleman came to school. He was a
wmember of the eclass of 1928 and had not been back to Mt. Vernon since he
had graduated. He had come to see his high schocl one more time. J. D.
was very busy that dav, but he stopped what he was doing and spent over
an hour giving the man a tour of the campus and explaining all the
changes that had occurred over the vears. He helped the man find his
lecker in "B" building, showed him old yvearbooks, and reminisced about

years gone by. J. D. took time for people.
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He also made Lime in his schedule for students. For twenly-—one
years he worked with the student council in decoraling the gym for
homecoming., He wouldn’t let anyone else do Lhat, because it was his
chance Lﬁ work with studenls,

Another longtime friend, a classmate and a Board Member, Billy Joe
Hayse, put it this way: "As a hometown boy, he knew the family and
background of nearly every studenl. He was on a first name busis with
student after student.”

J. D. loved people, all kinds of people, ond they loved him.

We will remember J. DI. for his loyalty., He was proud of the
sltudents and the faculty and staflf and Board of Educalion of ML. Vernon
High, and he was proud of the fact that he was an athlele and a graduate
of ML. Vernon High; that he taught, coached, and served as a puidance
director at Mt. Vernon High; and Lhat he had served as the
Superiniendent for Lwenly-one years,

During those twenly-one years J. D. made many difficull and, at
times, unpopular decisions. He was [ond of saving, "One good thing
about being Superintendent is that no matter what you do, somcone will
think it's wrong." He told me that he alwayeg tried to make decisions
that would allew him to put his head on his pillow at night and go right
to sleep. He then laughed and joyFfully reported that he hadn’l had a

sleepless night in years.
As a rule of thumb, he once told me a Superintendenl loses aboul 5%
of his community and faculty support each wvear. AL that rale, this year

J. D. should have been in the hole by 10%. But that didn’lU happon.

Instead, his support grew with the years. During the opening of school
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faculty meeting last month, as he was starting his lwenty-second yvear as
Superintendent, he received a standing ovation from the facully and
staff. That kind of support pleased him a greal deal.

NULIEUQFHDDE agreed with J. ., bul everyone respecled him for his
hard work, his dedication, and his loyalty Lo Lhe faculty, stafl, and
students of Mt. Vernon High.

Finally, we will remember J. D. for his courage. He was a slrong
leader and he was not afraid to speak out and to fight for the education
of all students. Over the yvears he fought many tiwes for beller
educational programs. Last spring he took on the slale legislalure and
fought for increased funding for educalion.

J. D. fought against pain. He suffered for the last ten years from
severe chronic headaches. In spite of being in almost constant pain, he
worked everyday and continued to plan and dream of Lhe fulure.

When we sltop to remember all of the Lhings J. . accomplished
during his twenty-one years as Superintendent, several things come to
mind. Most certainly that list is long and mosb cerlainly it includes:

A comprehensive high school curriculum with programs for college
bound students, vocational students, and special needs studenis.

Outstanding facilities including the conslruction of a new football
field and track, Building H, the career educalion building, the
football stadium, and the just completed dual purpose spoecial
education/athletic complex under Lhe football sladiuam.

The Mt. Vernon Conference which annually atiracts over 8,000
educators and is widely recognized as the largest and best
conference of its kind in the Midwest.

It is impossible to mention all of his accomplishmenls and all the

memories we have of him. But perhaps J. D.'s most important legacy is

the example he set for all of us through his hard work, his dedication,






