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nated by their dlrectors, and
from that pool, SIU selects
some for the festlval ” Loaf-
man said. “It’s competltlve
and not everyone gets to go so
it’s definitely an honor to be
selected.”

The MVTHS students cho-
sen to be in the festival
include sophomores
Bethaney Brown on flute and
Garrett Calvert on saxo-
phone, juniors Veronica Jus-
tice on flute and Jeffrey
Wright on French horn, and
senior Emma Fox on flute.

The students will be in
rehearsals today and Satur-

day with a freshman/sopho-

more concert band and a jun-
ior/senior symphonic band of

to thelr musical repertoire.

Several students who are mem-
bers of the Mt. Vernon Township
High School were recently select-
ed to take part in the Heartland

Honors Bands-Choir Festival

scheduled for today and Saturday
on the SIU-C campus.

“SIU has been doing the Honor
Band Festival for a number of

~_years, and Mt. Vernon Township
~ High School has always sent stu-
- dents to it,” according to MVTHS

band dlrector N1cholas Loafman
“It’s a tradition for us.”

&

all those selected as well as
SIUC students.

~ “That’s one of the parts
theyl really like, meeting stu-
dents from other schools,”
'Loafman said.

While there, the students
will have the opportunity to
work with guest conductors
Thomas Caneva from Ball
State University and Richard
Suk of Ohio University. A
recital will also be given by
SIUC music faculty.

All of the activities will
culminate in a free concert
performance by the Heart-
land Honor Symphonic and
Concert Bands joining with
the SIUC Wind Ensemble at 3
p.m. in Shryock Auditorium.

“They’re excited and look-
ing forward to it,” Loafman
said. “It’s a chance for them
to play excellent music with
peers from a couple different
states.”

Jsilvey@morningsentinel.com

£ ThlS year will mark t’he 22nd»

- annual Heartland Honor Festival.
The event draws more than 200

high school band and choir stu-

~dents from schools in a wide
~radius of Southern Illinois and
“ neighboring states.

Other local schools w1th stu-
dents. selected include Waltonville
High School in Jefferson County

. and Trenton’s Wesclin ngh School

in Clinton County.
“Interested students are nomi-
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-4~

Seatine|



