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Rend Lake College Upward Bound Program

The Rend Lake College Upward Bound Program is a federally funded college preparatory program designed to pro-
vide academic support, personal/career counseling, and cultural enrichment to participants who have the academic
ability to be successful in college.

Upward Bound (UB) offers weekly tutoring sessions for 90 minutes at each target high school, monthly Saturday
sessions on the RLC campus and a 6 week summer program, along with field trips to educational and cultural destina-
tions. Our overall goal is to have all Upward Bound students enter and graduate from college. Mount Vernon UB tutor-
ing sessions meet each Thursday immediately after school.

Any high school student who has completed eighth grade, but not yet entered eleventh grade and is enrolled at Mt.
Vernon High School is eligible. Students qualify for UB enroliment by: demonstrating the academic potential and desire
to complete a college degree, exhibit enthusiasm through toward learning, meet income guidelines established by the
U.S. Department of Education, and are a potential first-generation college student (neither parent has a bachelor’s de-
gree).

To apply, pick up a pre-application from the Guidance Office (Ms. Lovin) and fill it out completely. Return the com-
pleted pre-application along with your most recent grades, and if you are a ninth grader, include your ISAT scores.

If you have any questions regarding the RLC Upward Bound Program, stop by the library after school on any Thurs-
day, and speak with the Upward Bound Student Advisor.

Honors-Honors-Honors

As soon as the individual statistics from the first nine weeks can be assembled, Principal Ron Daniels will an-
nounce the students qualifying for the Scholastic Honor Roll. To recognize these students, their names will be

posted on the display case outside the Principal’s Office, as well as being sent to the area newspapers for publica-
tion.

Please support and encourage your student in this worthwhile achievement.

First Quarter Grade Cards Mailed

It does not seem possible but the 2008-2009 school year is one-fourth gone. The first quarter ended on October 10.
First quarter grade cards were mailed home to parents October 17. The grade report will reflect a letter grade, an ab-
sence report, and a citizenship grade for each class in which your student is enrolled. If you have questions about any
aspect of the grade report or if you want to meet with teachers about how your child can improve, please call your stu-
dent’s guidance counselor at 244-3700.

The beginning of each new quarter is a great “start over” time for students. Encourage your student to “start over” on
attaining perfect attendance and having no tardies for the next nine weeks. Make sure that your student understands
that a low grade or undesirable citizenship mark for the first nine weeks does not mean that he/she cannot do better the
second and succeeding grading periods.

Parent/Teacher Conferences

Parent/Teacher Conferences will be held on Thursday, November 6th from 3:30— 7:00 p.m. and Friday, November 7th
from 8:00 a.m.— 12:00 p.m.. Please note this is a correction to what was printed in the October Ram O Gram. The pur-
pose for the meetings is to focus on student’s work and deficiencies. Parents/Guardians are all encouraged to schedule
a conference, and especially those whose student received a “D” or “E” for their 1st quarter grade. To schedule a con-
ference, call the switchboard at 244-3700.

Hi-Tri Elects Freshmen From the Library

The Hi-Tri League’s annual membership drive in Library circulation is up thanks to our Drop Everything and
September was followed by election of freshmen Read program. Students may interlibrary loan books from
members to Hi-Tri Council. The new council mem- other libraries at no charge from school or home. Just

come to the library for instructions and for your barcode.
bers are BreeAnn Carlton, Annalee Schuette, and Some of our new teen books are: The Bonemender and 3

Chelsea Way. Cups of Tea. Keep Reading! Ann Garrett, Librarian
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Senior Cap and Gown Orders

On Thursday, November 6, 2008, there will be required junior and senior meetings with Payton Blewitt, the
Balfour Company representative.

Juniors will be dismissed from their Block 2 class at 10:05 a.m., to go to the auditorium for the meeting to re-
ceive class ring and other information. At approximately 10:35 a.m. the junior class sponsors will address the
group and then dismiss them back to Block 3 class at 10:40.

Seniors will be dismissed from Block 3 at 10:45 to go directly to the auditorium for their portion of the Balfour
meeting. Mr. Blewitt will present information on graduation announcements and other senior items. He will also
distribute order forms for the graduation cap and gown sets, which can be ordered at that time. Mr. Blewitt will
be on campus again on November 13 & 14 in the lobby of Building “H” during lunch hours and ELO on Thursday
to collect orders from those wishing to make purchases. Seniors who did not place their order on November
6 should return their completed cap and gown forms on either November 13 or 14.

The cost of the cap and gown set is $25.00 and should be paid at that time. If you wish to send a check
with your student, please make it payable to BALFOUR. Cap and gown sets purchased after this date
I I will be assessed an additional $10.00 fee.

l l Please remind your student of the meeting and stress the importance of attending.
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NOTICE TO PARENTS/GUARDIANS

Parents or legal guardian(s) who must provide transportation to and from school because free transportation
is not available for their children may be eligible to receive money from the state to help offset some of the
cost for example, bus fares or mileage reimbursement for private automobiles at $0.505 per mile.

If you can answer yes to the following questions for the 2008-09 school year, you may be eligible to receive reim-
bursement for providing such transportation.

1)  Will the pupil be under the age of 21 at the close of the school year?

2) Is the pupil a full-time student in grades kindergarten through 12?7

3) Does the pupil either live 1 1/2 miles or more from school or live less that 1 1/2 miles from school but must
be transported due to a serious safety hazard approved by the lllinois Department of Transportation? (See
following paragraphs.)

4) Does the pupil attend a school within lllinois which meets lllinois compulsory attendance laws?

5) Did the parent/guardian incur transportation expenses resulting from transporting the pupil to and from
school?

6) Did the pupil not have access to transportation to and from school provided entirely at public expense?

7) Did the parent/guardian reside within lllinois during the time period expenses were incurred?

If you answered yes to the above questions, lived in lllinois and wish to file a claim, you must go to the school
where each of your children is enrolled by June 30, 2009, to submit claim information. You may provide claim
information to appropriate school personnel at your child’s attendance center until June 30, 2009.

In addition, parent(s)/guardian(s) who have pupils living less than 1 1/2 miles from the school attended must
verify that a safety hazard due to vehicular traffic exists by completing an Application for Determination of Seri-
ous Safety Hazards. Parents can obtain a copy of the Application for Determination of Serious Safety Hazards
from the Office of the Regional Superintendent of Schools for the county in which they reside except parents
residing within the City of Chicago. All applications for Determination of Serious Safety Hazards must be re-
ceived no later than February 1, 2009, at the office from which the application was requested. The Regional Su-
perintendent of Schools is required to send the Application to the lllinois Department of Transportation within 15
days. The lllinois Department of Transportation reviews and approves or denies the application and returns it to
the Regional Superintendent of Schools within 30 days. Upon receipt of the reviewed application, the Regional
Superintendent of the Schools will mail it to the parent/guardian who requested the safety hazard to be verified.
If the safety hazard is approved, the parent/guardian must go to the school the pupil attends to submit
claim information. Parents who received verification of a safety hazard during and after the 2005-2006 school
year, whose children attend the same school and live at the same address do not have to reapply for safety haz-
ard verification.

Once all claim information is submitted at the school, it will be transmitted electronically to the lllinois State Board
of Education. If your claim information is approved, you should receive a check directly from the state for the
lesser of the cost of transporting your child/children or the average per pupil reimbursed paid to public schools for
transporting regular education pupils. If insufficient funds are appropriated by the General Assembly, all claims
will be prorated.

If you have any questions, please call or come to the school as soon as possible.

FFA to Attend Convention

The Mt. Vernon FFA Chapter will be attending the 81%' National Convention in Indianapolis , Indiana, on October 22-
25. This is the 3™ time the convention will be held in Indianapolis, Indiana. The chapter will have the opportunity to
meet 55,000 other FFA members from all 50 states and Puerto Rico and The Virgin Islands.

The Mt.Vernon FFA will have the privilege to hear several motivational speakers, including Dana Hee, an Olympic
Gold Medalist, and Tom Zupancic, who played for the Indianapolis Colts. They will receive two stars, Gold FFA chap-
ter which is awarded to the 2% of agriculture programs and FFA chapters in the United States. Anthony Graham and
Timothy Oliger were selected as students in the United States to receive the American FFA Degree. The Mt. Vernon
FFA Alumni will be recognized as a Silver FFA Alumni Chapter. Our FFA Alumni will be recognized as one of the top
15 parent and community groups in the United States.

The chapter will also attend several tours, and places of attraction in Indianapolis, including the National FFA Center,
the Speedway, a concert, and a rodeo.

Mt. Vernon High School is working hard to provide your children the best education possible to enter over 300 agricul-
ture careers. More students are needed to pursue a college degree in agriculture to fill the demand for jobs in lllinois.
We will have 38,000 students graduating from a 4 year agriculture university in 2008, and we will need 60,000 college
students to fill those jobs.

National Honor Society News

The Mt. Vernon Township High School National Honor Society chapter would like to welcome its newest members.
This year 38 new members will be inducted into NHS. They are:

Kelsey Allen, Cassy Austin, Dakota Bodine, Chifea Brown, Alex Crisel, Amy Dickerson, Joshua Donoho, Cody Fer-
land, Blake Fields, Emma Fox, Alexandra Frisby, Josh Gentry, Jodie Hanson, Eric Heinzman, Katlin Hicks, Kassie
Hurst, Clay Jackson, Emmalee Jones, Kylie Kaskie, Ashley Kohute, Conner Lundius, Hannah Lundius, Weston Ma-
son, Kayla May, Mary McDonald, Matt Nichols, Ericka Opalecky, Dillon Payne, Emily Piercy, Carter Scarbrough, Angel
Song, Cameron Stewart, Jeanette Staeter, Andrew Wall, Kyle Welker, Paige Wallace, Christopher Williamson and
Erika Zinke.

NHS has been busy hosting its annual blood drive on Friday, October 10. Many students volunteered their time to
work at the blood drive and to give their blood. Numerous usable units of blood were collected, and the students at
Mt. Vernon Township High School can say they made a difference by saving many lives. The members of NHS would
also like to thank the various pizza parlors in Mt. Vernon for donating pizza for the donors to eat.



