Ram o Gram

August 2009 www.mvths.org

T
H
E

R
A
M
S

Welcome Freshmen

On behalf of the MVTHS Family and Community, it is truly my pleasure to extend a warm and heartfelt welcome to
you as we begin the 2009-2010 school year at Mt. Vernon Township High School. We look forward to working with you
and your child during the year. | am confident that we will provide a program that will challenge, motivate, and support all
of our students as they prepare themselves for the world beyond high school.

The class of 2013 will be the first class to participate in the Freshman Academy. We have been busy planning for the
Academy and have a very exciting school year planned. The Academy will assist your child in transitioning to the high
school and offer many supports to help make the first year of high school a success.

As parents, you also have a responsibility at the high school. Itis up to you to encourage your student to make the
grades. Check on his or her academic progress often. With online family access to grades, attendance and discipline,
you can do this several times per day if you so choose. Talk to your student’s teachers — every teacher has a telephone
in the classroom and has access to email. Communicate with your guidance counselor - she also wants your child to
succeed. Finally, get involved in the school. Show your child that you care about education by playing an active role in
his or her future.

The biggest key to the overall success of our students and our district, however, is in our ability to walk in partnership
with our parents and the community. We hope that you feel welcome in our schools and that you will take advantage of
opportunities to become involved, to learn more about your school district and to be a part of the many things that are
taking place. Once again, welcome to Mt. Vernon Township High School — it's a great place to learn.

Sincerely,
Tammy Beckham
Assistant Principal
High achievement always takes place in the framework of high expectation.

Message From the Assistant Principal

The Attendance Office staff welcomes the Class of 2013, returning and new students to Mt. Vernon Township High
School. The school year is just around the corner. Mt. Vernon Township High School has a rich tradition and we hope
you quickly come to feel at home.

We know there are going to be many questions throughout the school year, especially if you are new to Mt. Vernon
Township High School. The Attendance Office is located in room 127 in H building. Our office is responsible for student
attendance, discipline, security, parking, incident reports, signing in and/out for appointments, and bus transportation.

Around the first day of school, you will be receiving information which contains the Student/Parent Handbook. Within it
you will find pertinent and valuable information about Mt. Vernon Township High School. Take a look at the student ac-
tivities and policies at Mt. Vernon Township High School. Please note that students are required to have their ID’s in their
possession at all times during the school day and for school activities. There are too many activities to mention, but we
encourage everyone to be involved in an activity that best suits you.

We are looking forward to the first day of school and seeing everyone on campus. Please feel free to stop by the of-
fice if you have any questions or concerns.

Ms. Susan Talley

Assistant Principal
246-5833, stalley@roe25.com
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Students who wish to park on campus must obtain a Mt. Vernon Township High School Parking Permit.
Parking permits may be purchased during registration for $20 for the entire year. Students are required n
m to complete an application and must have evidence of a valid driver’s license along with proof of current By
®a insurance for each vehicle that will be driven to school.
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Student Agenda Books

All students will be given an MVTHS Agenda Book. The
agenda books will be handed out during the first few days
of school. Agendas are intended to help students with or-
ganization and planning. Students should record home-
work, quizzes, tests, and ELO assignments, as

well as other activities in their agendas. Agenda

books will also serve as your classroom pass. () Od

Agenda books will be available in the Main Of- " =\A &,
—

fice for a $5.00 fee to replace lost agendas.

At Mt. Vernon Township High School all prescrip-
tions and over the counter medications which the
school nurse administers to students will be done
with a doctor’s authorization and parental consent.

Doctor’s authorization forms and parental consent
forms are mailed home in each student’s registration
packet and will be available at registration. These
forms MUST be completed and returned to the
school nurse before she will administer medication to
a student.



mailto:stalley@roe25.com

Ram o

August 2009

Gram

www.mvths.org

T
H
E

R
A
M
S

Parental Involvement

Even though society has changed over the years, one thing has remained constant. The more a parent or guardian
is involved in a child’s education, the better a child does in school.

Public Law 97-35 provides that parents of students who receive Title | services have a right and a responsibility to
be involved in the planning, development, and operation of the school district’s Title | program.

Mt. Vernon Township High School goes beyond that law and invites every parent/guardian to become actively in-
volved. Involvement means more than attending school functions. We would like to encourage every parent/guardian
to join the Parent Connection group. Membership will afford you the opportunity to express your views and to offer
suggestions for improving the school and its curriculum at various times throughout the school year.

You will have the opportunity to become a member of the Parent Connection group during the registration proc-
ess. Remember, your involvement in your school benefits your child’s education!

-_—
Recommended Fees for Students for the |

2009-2010 School Year

Registration fee (yearly) $100.00
Sports participation (each) $25.00
Academic teams (each) $25.00
Bowling & skating (each) $17.00
Drivers Education (school’s fee) $50.00
Parking permit (yearly) $20.00
Music Uniform fee (yearly) $25.00

Students will be responsible for only 2 fees to participate
in sports or academic teams.

Note policy:
Penalties For Non-payment of Fees
If a student has an unpaid debt to Mt. Vernon Town-
ship High School, the following restrictions can be applied
until the debt is cleared through the Bursar’s Office:
1. Registration for Driver’'s Education can be postponed
until second semester of senior year.
2. Issuance of parking permit.
3. Attending Homecoming or Prom.

——— —————————————
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Notice of Nondiscrimination

Mt. Vernon Township High School District No. 201
of Jefferson County lllinois, does not discriminate on
the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, or handi-
cap in admission or access to or treatment of em-
ployment opportunities in its programs and activities.

No student shall, on the basis of his or her sex, be
denied equal access to programs, activities, services
or benefits, or be limited in the exercise of any right,
privilege, advantage, or opportunity.

Dr. Michael Smith, Superintendent, has been ap-
pointed by the Board of Education as the coordinator
of nondiscrimination. All complaints or inquiries shall
be directed to Dr. Smith, Mt. Vernon Township High
School, 320 South 7th Street, Mt. Vernon, IL 62864,
phone 618-244-3700, extension 5908.

Any appeal of a decision given by Dr. Smith may
be filed in writing with the Board of Education at the
above address. An appeal must be filed within four-
teen days of receipt of the original decision.

Mt. Vernon High School Registration Information

Student registration for the 2009-2010 school year will
occur in the cafeteria during August 3-August 6, 2009,
according to the following schedule:

Monday, August 3—Freshmen

8:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m.

5:00 p.m.—7:00 p.m.

Tuesday, August 4—Sophomores
8:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m.

Wednesday, August 5—Juniors

8:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m.

Thursday, August 6

8:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m.

5:00 p.m.—7:00 p.m. (Any grade level)

Both Thursday sessions are for seniors or parents
with more than one student (siblings can all register on
the same day— Thursday only). Parents/students who
cannot attend during the day may attend the evening
session.

Please enter B Building through the west entrance
and bring the following completed information with you to
registration:

Registration Form (fill out completely, front & back)

Student Emergency Information Sheet (yellow form)

Diploma Name Card (seniors only)

Medication Form (if applicable)

Lifetouch Picture Information

Home Language Survey (freshmen only)

Household Income Survey (yellow form)

Go Green Form (yellow form)

Internet Permission Form (yellow form)

Bus Information (if applicable)

Parking Application (if applicable)
School pictures will be taken at the time of registra-
tion. Only pictures made by Lifetouch Studios will be
published in the yearbook. (A Lifetouch brochure was
included in the packet of registration materials.) All stu-
dents should complete the registration process and
must be photographed by Lifetouch Studios.

Physical and dental examination forms and a copy of
the student’s birth certificate must be submitted on regis-
tration day for any student who is entering MVTHS for the
first time.

**Please note:

Students cannot register before their assigned date.
Students must be present— a parent cannot register in the
student’s absence.

First Day of School

Every student will be provided insurance coverage.
See the Student/Parent Handbook for details of coverage.

The first day of school will be Friday, August 14, 2009.
Students are to report to their first block classes at 8:20
a.m. Any student who was unable to register on the as-
signed day will not be able to register until the first day of
school- August 14.

School will be dismissed at 11:31 a.m. on the first day,
with buses departing at 11:40 a.m.. Buses will unload on
6th Street between Jordan and Casey Streets and will load
on Seventh Street.

In order to provide each student with the opportunities
for a sound education program, the Board of Education
has adopted various policies governing school conduct
and operational procedures. These rules, regulations, and
policies are listed in the Student/Parent Handbook and
Agenda book. Every student will be given a copy of these
handbooks on August 17, which every parent or guardian
should take time to read. The Student/Parent Handbook
includes the modified block schedules and calendar for the
year at the back.

Attendance Policy

It is the policy of MVTHS that regular school atten-
dance is required of all students. A student who is ab-
sent due to a valid cause shall be excused. Excused
absences are defined as illness, observance of a reli-
gious holiday, death in the family, family emergency, or
such circumstances which cause reasonable concern to
the parent for the safety or health of the student. All ab-
sences must be verified within two days with the Atten-
dance Office. A more detailed explanation of the Atten-
dance Policy can be found in the Student and Parent
Handbook.




