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Hi-Tri kicks off 82nd year  
By Alicia Sheldon 

 

A familiar organization at MV kicked off its ac-
tivities on Thursday, September 13. Hi -Tri be-
gan its 82nd year with its annual picnic, held at 
Veteranõs Memorial Park. 
      The picnic kicked off at 4:00 PM at the west 
shelter. Hot dogs and lots of snack foods were 
served. Members of Hi-Tri council were asked to 
bring different food items, depending on their 
graduating class. The sponsors, Ms. Tami Lovin 
and Mrs. Carol Hutchinson, had the honor of 
cooking on the grill.  
      Nearly thirty girls attended the picnic, 
which was a good turnout compared to years 
past. The picnicõs original purpose was to en-
courage female students to become members of 
Hi-Tri. The membership fee was a mere two 
$2.00.  
      An interesting aspect of the picnic included 
playing games. First, girls were asked to do a 
òhuman scavenger hunt,ó in which they find 
others who meet specific guidelines and get 
their signatures. The purpose of this activity is 
to meet new people and get acquainted with 
fellow Hi -Tri members. The second game 
played, called òMoo,ó provided a good laugh for 
all attendees. The game is a bit difficult to ex-
plain, but the point is to embarrass one player 
by tricking them into screaming, òMOO!ó by 
themselves. 

      The picnic concluded at 6:00 PM with a 

short float planning committee. The picnic was 

generally enjoyed by all who attended.  

Bialik reads into Creative Writing Club  
By Hope Bialik 

 

Poetry or novels? Students can express their 
writing talents in the creative writing club.  
      The club is sponsored by Mr. Jeremy 
Mays, Mr. Brandon Martin and Ms. Sheila 
Stowers. They meet every Friday at lunch, 
alternating between their classrooms.  
      The Creative Writing Club offers a stu-
dent the medium to express their creative 
talents in a peer group situation.  
      Each student can submit their writing 
into two competitions.  
      òWe have a ôhorror storyõ contest going 
on right now,ó remarked Mr. Martin. 
      Mr. Mays added, òWe have two yearly 
contests and the first prize winner gets 
twenty dollars in cash. You donõt have to be 
a member to participate.ó 
      Two MV students have won awards for 
creative writing. According to Mr. Mays, Der-
rick Jones won the Brian Hodge Horror award 
in 2006. His Story was called, òCall Me Can-
cer.ó  
      Another student, Sarah Fairchild, won 
the Sean Tolley Literary award in 2007. Her 
story was entitled òWisteria.ó 
      òWe have an overnight stay in the 
schoolõs library. We spend the night writing 
novels and just hanging out,ó commented Mr. 
Martin.  
      òI like spending time with the students 
and seeing them work together and seeing 
what they come up with,ó concluded Mr. 
Mays. 
       

NHSõs sponsor promises productivity 
By Morgan Feltmeier  

 

òLeadership, character, scholarship, and ser-
vice,ó stated Ms. Holly Davis, advisor of NHS, 
òThatõs what National Honors Society (NHS) is 
all about.ó 
      NHS is an organization for MVõs sophomore 
through senior students who average at least a 
3.7 GPA and who have high recommendations 
to back them up.  
      Induction ceremony for the twenty -five 
new members will be held on November 5th.  
      New senior class officers for this year are 
President Alicia McDowell, Vice President Emily 
Estes, Treasurer Kristen Atchison, and Secre-
tary Lauren Welker.  
      Ms. Davis informed me that this being her 
second year, she hopes to have a lot more 
events planned.  
      òLast year I was a little unsure of what I 
was supposed to be doing, but this year there 
will be no more surprises,ó explained Ms. Davis.  
      NHS mostly focuses on planning community 
services, like a blood drive which will be held 
on October 18. 
      Any student who is sixteen and meets the 
requirements is encouraged to give blood. See 
Ms. Holly Davis in 202 C for more information 
on NHS. 

Y&G: Back in business  
By Logan Payne 

 

Youth and Government is sponsored by Mr. 
Andy Wells, Ms. Jessica Pilson, and Mr. Sean 
Docherty once again at MVTHS. 
      Youth and Government is a YMCA pro-
gram and their slogan is òDemocracy must be 
learned each generation.ó 
     MV has taken this to heart in that it has 
had more Youth Governors than any other 
school in the state and is also one of the 
three largest delegations in the state.  
      The last Youth Governor from MV was 
Dustin Herr in 2004.  
      Tim Benoist is the MV candidate for 
Youth Governor, Kathleen Sipe is running for 
Lieutenant Governor, and Jessa Hawkins and 
Gabe Cralley are after the presiding officer 
positions. 
      Other positions that students can hold 
are legislators, attorneys, executive officers, 
lobbyists, press corps, and pages.  
     Those who would like to join should know 
that at the end of the year the three spon-
sors choose students to join according to 
their civics grade, interest in politics, and 
overall grades. 



Freshmen invade campus, begin new experiences 
By Kayla Reeves 
VERNOIS NEWS  

 

Dairy Queen or Subway? Lockers or 
backpacks? Spanish or Basic Art? 
     The class of 2011 entered a whole 
new world on August 16th, 2007, at 
Mount Vernon Township High School to 
begin their secondary career.  
     The 342 incoming greenies had to 
make many decision upon entertain 
the big MV with such things as what 
classes to take, where to eat, how 
theyõre going to get there, and which 
òcliqueó they are going to be in. 
     Many students remember their 
first day at MV. Have they enjoyed the 
new experience so far? 
     Kaylen Haskins, õ11, admitted, 
òYes, I have. Itõs a lot better than my 
old school.ó 
     òOh heck yeah! Way more hot 
guys,ó added Rylie Bruce, õ11. 
     òI love it. Itõs a completely differ-
ent atmosphere up here. I guess what 
I like the most is the diversity of all 
the kids,ó confessed Alaina Reeves, 
õ11. 
     What does heat, rain, and snow all 
have in common? Big worries for 
freshmen walking to lunch. But to 
some it may not be a big concern, as 
long as they can mooch a ride.  
     òItõs awesome to have upper-
classmen as friends. You can mooch 
off them by getting a ride with them,ó 
pointed out Bruce.  

     Kaylyn Morris, õ11, explained, òIn 
my old school it was crowded and you 
didnõt get to choose from a lot of 
places to eat. You had to bring your 
lunch or eat the school food.ó 
    One of the hardest parts of becom-
ing a freshman is picking out classes 
that will help prepare students for a  
future career. According to a few 
freshmen educators, the freshmen 
class is well prepared.  
     òOverall the freshmen class does 
not change from year to year.  You 
always have a few kids that struggle 
but in general they are a great group 
of kids to work with,ó commented Ms. 
Jessica Pilson, Social Studies. 
     òClasses are harder in high school 
than they were at Casey,ó noted Bren-
dan Brooks, õ11. 
      Bruce added, òNot really, but a 
few are. Like Spanish, oh my good-
ness. You can tell Iõm American!ó 
     Have freshmen gained any strength 
from carrying those big thick books 
from class to class or do they visit 
their locker when they get the 
chance? 
     òI carry my morning books, then 
after lunch I get my afternoon books. I 
havenõt even seen my òrealó locker. I 
use my sisterõs trunks,ó commented 
Reeves. 

      So letõs offer a warm welcome to 

the freshmen and make them feel at 

home. 
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By Brittany Wingfield  
VERNOIS NEWS  
 

Itõs that time of year.  Students can be found emptying 
their pockets, digging through couch cushions and 
crawling to mom and dad for extra cash.  Is it for the 
IPhone?  New car maybe?  No. Itõs homecoming at 
MVTHS.  And itõs leaving many students, well, broke.  
Tux, shoes, dress, nails, jewelry, dinner...homecoming 
has never been cheap, but are some MV students taking 
it to an extreme?  
     òMost definitely,ó exclaimed Caitlin Burretta, ô10. 
òHomecoming is really expensive and sometimes girls 
spend hundreds of dollars just on a dress. Itõs crazy 
what it cost for one night.ó  With the high-price of 
homecoming it makes one wonder, who exactly is pay-
ing for all this?  
     òMy parents and me split the cost, itõs a half and 
half kind of deal,ó stated Brandi Winkleman, ô09.  Not 
so for Megan Scott, ô09.   When asked if her parents 
paid for her homecoming she laughed.  òMy mom 
wouldnõt do it, she would tell me to forget it and stay 
home.ó 
     What about the guys?  Is homecoming as big of a 
deal for them as it is the ladies?  òNot really,ó Andrew 
Mendeanll ô09 said.  òGuys just gotta rent tuxõs and go, 
but girls have to buy dresses, do hair, makeup, etc.  So 
itõs a big deal for them.ó 
     But according to an internet source, guys donõt get 
away cheap either. Typical things they buy can include 
tux, accessories, shoes, vest, ties tickets, dinner, cor-
sage, photographs and transportation.  Whether this 
yearõs homecoming is a big deal or not, it probably 
wonõt be is cheap.  So make the night meaningful MV.  
òIf I have fun, itõs all worth it,ó added Winkleman. 

Homecoming lightens  

studentsõ wallets, purses 

By Lindsay Willis 
VERNOIS NEWS  

 
Talk to new drivers about their dream car, and youõll likely hear a 
new Mustang, a Hummer, or maybe even a BMW. 
But realistically, first cars come in the form of a hand -me-down 
Ford. 
     According to an Auto Extra.com survey, most teenõs first cars are 
used vehicles. Many vehicles cost less than $10,000, and parentsõ 
desire for safety and reliability play a big part in the choosing.  
     Some teenagers were given the opportunity to choose their first 
car, whereas others were given hand -me-downs. 
     òI got to pick my car, and I was pumped!,ó announced Aimee 
McGovern, õ09. 
     òThey [my parents] gave me dadõs car and told me to deal with 
it,ó admitted Kyle Martin, õ09. 
     In addition, readmoreabout.net said that teenagers tend to place 
importance on style, appearance, performance, size (not too large 
but enough room for friends), and accessories.  
     An automobile is a projection of a teenõs personality, sense of 
freedom, and desire for peer approval ð as well as serving a more 
practical use in getting back and forth to school and a job.  
Many new drivers are given prices ranges when car shopping. 
     òNot really, the color red can raise the piece of insurance 
though, especially or guys,ó explained Courtney Williams, õ09. 
     Features, features, features!  
     òA sunroof,ó answered Mallory Sheridan, õ09. 

     òMmm, a stereo, definitely, and working windows are nice,ó re-
plied Edwards. 
      Last but not least are those ever -changing laws for new drivers  
 òMy mom didnõt want to go too high, at all,ó stated Falyn Edwards, 
õ09. When car shopping many questions come to mind like, do you  
have to help pay for your car, insurance, and maybe even gas?  
     Brian Sipe, õ10, commented, òI have to pay for gas.ó 
     Color can also be a major factor in car choices.  
     òThe color red can raise the piece of insurance though, especially 
or guys,ó explained Courtney Williams, õ09. 
     Features, features, features!  
     òA sunroof,ó answered Mallory Sheridan, õ09. 
     òMmm, a stereo, definitely, and working windows are nice,ó re-
plied Edwards. 
      Last but not least are those ever -changing laws for new drivers. 
Cell phone laws, driving with a permit laws, and even those passen-
ger laws. 
     The new passenger law states that for the first six months of hav-

ing a license, the driver is only allowed to have one passenger in 
their car, unless the passengers are family members.  
      Several new drivers weighed in about how they were affected by 
the new passenger law.  
      Sheridan stated, òI donõt follow passenger limits.ó 
     òThey donõt really affect me, I take as many people as I want, 
but Iõm safe about it,ó emphasized Edwards. 

     New drivers strive for that perfect ride. It obviously takes a lot of 

thinking and a great questioning  process when trying to obtain that 

perfect car.  

Students strive for ride 
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By David Spicuzza 
VERNOIS NEWS  
 
 In recent psychological studies, 
according to mental health/news, 
one of every five teenage students 
has suicidal thoughts. For the other 
four students, this is a hard thing to 
wrap their head around. At Mount 
Vernon Township High School, sev-
eral opportunities exist for those 
with problems. So what is really 
going on with those students, and 
what can we do to help lower the 
numbers of student suicide.  
      In search to find out if MV had a 
history of suicide, Mrs. Nancy 
Deaton, Crisis, shared several things 
about the subject. Mrs. Deaton re-
membered cases of several failed 
suicide attempts, and two students 
who succeeded several years ago.  
     She did not go into much detail 
about the students other than that 
one was a girl, and the other a boy. 
She stated that the boy was a very 
bright student and a good person all 
together.  
      Mrs. Deaton added that there 

are noticeable signs to look for in 
many suicidal cases. She claimed a 
big sign is a change in someoneõs 
support base. Most of the time 
meaning changing their friends en-
tirely.  
      Mrs. Debbie Nelson, Social Stud-
ies, reassured that there are indeed 
signs to watch for in suicidal cases. 
Mrs. Nelson noted òDepression is 
something that is easy to identify, 
but has a great deal to do with sui-
cidal patients. Also if someone ever 
says they are thinking about sui-
cide, maybe in a joking manner, 
many of the times is a cry for help.ó 
      Mrs. Nelson stated that we, as a 
student body, can help to prevent it 
by just being good friends. If your 
friend is having some trouble that 
you are just slightly noticing, it is 
best to find out what is wrong with 

them.  

Students and staff weigh in on 
upcoming election  
By Caleb Cross 
VERNOIS NEWS  
 
Over the summer, there has 
been plenty of buzz sur-
rounding the upcoming 
presidential election. Voters 
could possibly elect the first 
black or female president 
and many Americans are 
eager for a 
change. 
     This is the first 
year since 1928 
that neither an 
incumbent presi-
dent nor vice 
president will be 
running in the 
primary election, 
according  to 
wikipedia.com.  
     The Democ-
ratic Partyõs field 
of candidates con-
sists of six current 
and former U.S. 
Senators, Joe Bi-
den, Hillary Clin-
ton, Christopher Dodd, John 
Edwards, Mike Gravel, and 
Barack Obama, one U.S. 
Representative, Dennis 
Kucinich, and the Governor 
of New Mexico, Bill Richard-
son. 
    On the other hand, the 
Republicans are running two 
current U.S. Senators, Sam 
Brownback and John 
McCain, former U.S. Senator 
Fred Thompson, two U.S. 
Representatives, Ron Paul 
and Duncan Hunter, former 
Mayor Rudy Giuliani, and 
two former Governors, Mike 
Huckabee and Mitt Romney. 
    Which candidate excites 
students most? 

    Joe Sweeney, õ09 re-
sponded, òI believe [Barack 
Obama] he would be a good 
change.ó 
    Darrell Mitchell, õ09 de-
clared òBarack Obama 
would be a great presi-
dent.ó 
    òI like [Obamaõs] stance 
on a lot of issues and I think 

he could bring 
America back 
to a respect-
able standing 
in the world,ó 
furthered Josh 
Pollard, õ09. 
    While a few 
people  on 
campus are 
excited about 
some of the 
c a n d i d a t e s 
feelings are 
not shared by 
all.  
òThe only rea-
son Hillary is 
running is to 

get back at Bill while in 
office,ó quipped Josh Hurst, 
ô08 
òNone of the candidates are 
very qualified for the job 
Iõve seen so far,ó remarked 
Mr. Sean Docherty, Social 
Studies. 
òI think they are all bad 
choices,ó admitted Ms. Jes-
sica Pilson, Social Studies. 
Johnny Becham, õ09 re-
marked, òThere is still a 
long time until the election, 
and I really havenõt been 
paying attention.ó 

The majority of 
students and staff on cam-
pus fall into the same cate-
gory. It is still very early 

Spicuzza dives into the subconscious 

By Kat Bullock 
VERNOIS NEWS  
 
òBe still and know that I am God.ó 
     This verse, Psalm 46:10, serves as the slogan of an event that saw MV 
students running for the flag pole on September 26, as BASIC and FCA 
joined to host the annual òSee You At The Poleó event. 
     The event is designed to set aside time for prayer and encouragement.  
     Sophomore Dillon Payne stated òWhether theyõre Christian or not, I like 
to see people praying and giving praise to God.  Itõs influential to me.ó   
     Parents, U.S. troops oversees, the administration, and the lost at MV 
comprise several of the topics to be lifted up in prayer.  
     Payne added that he gets the word out about the annual prayer time 
each year.  Payne has participated in BASIC since 9th grade. 
     Another student is looking forward to the òSee You At The Poleó is Micah 
Arcuri, ô09.   
     òLots of good things have come out of it,ó Arcuri stated. 
     Arcuri stated òItõs a great bonding thing that brings students together to 
worship God.  Itõs a good way to bring God into school, and itõs a good wit-
ness for kids around school.ó 
     The òSee You At The Poleó website indicates that in its seventeen year 
history, the event has a track record of being used by God to encourage 
evangelism among teenagers. 
     Two MV staff who have been dedicated to the event are Mr. Scott Tick-
ner, health, and retired teacher Mrs. Judy Mason.  Mrs. Mason sponsored 
BASIC for 30 years, while Mr. Tickner has been involved with FCA for 33 
years. 
     Mrs. Mason stated òStudents have a prayer circleñeither large or small ñ
and pray for the school, the community and the nation.ó 
     Mrs. Mason reported that Logan Street Baptist Church and Central Chris-
tian Church assist with the event each year.  

Students gather at flag pole 
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Barack Obama is a Democratic 
candidate  in the 2008 elec-
tion. 
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For more information on sui-
cide, such as warning signs 

and treatment facts see 
www.DBSAlliance.com 

Maintenance staff toughs 
it out over summer  
By Brittany Brumely 
VERNOIS NEWS  
 

Many things were improved this summer at MVTHS. The 
maintenance department worked all summer to get us ready 
for school year 2007-2008. 

 
Continued on page 5  


