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HAPPY THANKSGIVING!
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MV students remark on Thanksgiving pastime:

| Macaroni
and cheese
is all | had
for Thanks-
giving. It
wasnot
good Mac
and Cheese.

Kent
7™ Almaroad
1 No6009

Does pie
count as a
side dish?

Sarah
M Fairch

& We tie red
| ropes
around our
necks and
tie them to
a fence.
Then, we
Yl run as far as
we can be-
fore we get
jerked back.

Josh Pollard
609

We dond
celebrate
U Thanksgiving.

What is your favorite Thanksglvmg side dlsh’P

~ Sweet pota-

 cause they

My aunt falls
asleep in the
same chair
every year.

Alex Crisel
610

b 0

Everyone
comes to my
house in the
fantastic
non-stop
| excitement
4 town of Mt.
| Vernon,
Illinois.

Matthew
“Sandwe

We visit my
sister who
lives in Hud-
son, lllinois.
We eat a big
= | dinner and

= | get up early
“| to hit all the
good shop-
| ping cen-

| Lovin,
Guidance

| dono
anywhere
for Thanks-

giving.

® | Angel Song
010
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Skills USA: Champions at work
By Logan Payne

Skills USA is VICA reborn at MVTHS. Skills USA i

sponsored by Mr. Steve Odle and Mr. Jason Pat-
terson, both Industrial Tech teachers.

VICA, or Vocational-Industrial Clubs of
America, has been replaced by Skills USA.
Though the title of the program has changed,

however, it still focuses on vocational and in-
dustrial students.

The Skills USA motto
ership in the world of

sional development program that gives students
a chance to grow or advance in their leadership
and personal development.

To join, students must pay a sign up fee of
30 dollars, however the fee is expected to drop.

Skills meets twice a month, one formal
meeting and one informal meeting.

Skills members are able to compete in many
different competitions near the end of the
school year. Success in these competitions can
lead to scholarships.

Currently, Skills has nine members.

If a student is interested in joining Skills
USA, they should talk to Mr. Odle or Mr. Patter-
son.

Speech and Acting rises from the ashes
By Justin Westbrook

The high school has established a reputation for
excellence in its extracurricular programs as
well as in its academic courses. These programs
include publications, drama, art, music, and
many additional clubs and organizations.

Among these is the Speech and Acting team,
which this year has 17 members. The Speech
team has several different events members can
compete in, including prose, verse, extempora-
neous speaking, impromptu, radio, dramatic
interpretation, humorous interpretation, dra-
matic duet interpretation, humorous duet inter-
pretation, original comedy, original oratory,
oratorical declamation, and special occasion
speaking.

The coaches are Mrs. Roxanna Crain and Mr.
Sean Tolley, who believe the team is doing
much better this year. The theme of the team is
a phoenix rising from
Phoenix, 6 which is feat
hoodies.

The speech team has a meet every Satur-
day. The team usually departs around 5 AM and
dondét return until 7:30

Coming up soon is the SCOTIE competition,
which is a 3 day/night trip. Alicia Sheldon quali-
fied to go to SCOTIE after earning first place in

radio speaking.

Hol mesd food classes pr
By Lauren Zedalis and Brandan Seibert

With Thanksgiving fast approaching, food is

on everyoneds mind. Ms .

classes are getting ready for the holidays.

This year is Ms. Holmes third year teach-
ing at MV. Her favorite part is that this
school never gets boring.

For the Thanksgiving holiday her AVC
cglmag?\/ Brp glapsse§ gre.c oklrp % real fFagt %
w o? ' 5k Cf 'P Ip r o f
an c a sser ol s t at

The feast took place Wednesday, No-
vember 21.

Holmes explained that her students

donot really have a pa
They just like to eat what they make.

ol f | had to choose
favorite is turkey, 6 di
MV Thespian Society takes stage
By Josh Williams and Leah Minor
Acting, Theater Camp for Kids, trips to the
Fox Theater é sound ini
pian Society offers an array of outlets for
theatrical students of MV.

0ltds a good group of
an interest i n t he t he
Jessa Hawkins, 609, Soc

Joining Hawkins at t
are Travis Bond, 608, ‘
Hope Wallace, 609, as S

MV teacher Mrs. Mary Beth Mezo spon-
sors the society.

OAny student can
either contacting Mrs. Mezo or listening to
the announcements for !
formed Hawkins.

According to Hawkins, the students in
Thespian Society are some of the most en-

bec

couraging in the school
supportive group of pe
kins.

In addition to participating in the two
annual plays at MV, the Thespian Society
also takes trips to the Fox Theater and plays
host to the Theater Camp for Kids.

°Th %‘ser FaW dny
e e o]
u roecd OT] ? b’ c%ky "o°f. Stthaeﬁ
every Su mmer af | ds i

F|II|ng any of the numerous occupatlons
that go into a production can advance any
%Qr & getrgss t(mvard being inducted
mothe ociety.
The next Thespian Society Induction will
be held in the Spring, following the Oper-
etta.

November comes, goes
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Community members gather,
share thoughts on changing MV

By Lauren Duncan
NEWS EDITOR

Discipline, curriculum, and facilities are just
a few of the topics discussed at the five re-

cent community meetings held in hopes of |

improving MVTHS.

At the first meeting, held in the cafete-
ria, many parents and students attended and
gave input on what they wanted to see hap-
pen at school.

ol am i mpressed to
ple at the meetings. | was not expecting
this, o6 said Mr. Terry

Milt announced that several accommoda-
tions were in progress, including a safe zone,
where all streets within 1,000 feet of the
school would be closed, and a newer and

more efficient surveillance system would be purchased.
The headline question for the evening was: Do we need to close

campus at school?

Responses to the question were both in support and against clos-
ing the campus. Ideas proposed by parents included adjusting the
campus for a closed school area, allowing certain students to have
open-campus lunch, and shortening or lengthening the lunch hour.

Milt noted that none of the ideas shared at the meeting would
be set-in-stone, but they would be considered and committees
would be formed to further research the ideas presented by com-

munity members at the meetings.

J
2l tion between students and

By the fifth meeting, held at Rome
Grade School in Dix, many people were in
attendance that were not at the first
meeting. As the meeting began, the topic
quickly changed from school safety to cur-
riculum.

Ideas like improving the communica-
teachers,
| changing the course for discipline, and
progressing school improvement were dis-

Another emphasized area in curriculum

“| was preparing students for high school.

VERNOISEW $hoto/Alicia Sheldon
Students stand in line outside of the cafeteria on October 15. If
the campus was closed, a different area for eating would have
to be arranged.

According to Mrs. Melanie Gulley, Guid-
ance Department, 0 We
testing 8th graders in our feeder schools
to see what classes freshmen should be

lems.

ol believe

taking. o

Attendees agreed that improving the academics and discipline at
MV would unite the school, helping to eliminate any further prob-

School uniforms received little attention at the meetings. Milt
stated that area schools with uniforms were being researched, but
few parents responded to the idea.

In all, the community gave MV administrators improvement ideas
to bring to the school board meetings.

Towards the end of the last meeting, Sherriff Roger Mulch said,

the majority of the ki

Gas prices continue to rise, hampersstudent travels

By Martha Manne
VERNOIS NEWS

With the chart topping holiday spending,
motorists will have to prepare for record -
high gas prices.
The prices of gas fluctuate all the time.
It either rises or falls. People are either
happy or not with the gas prices. Then when
the prices are | ow, t
Many students and staff at MV drive to
and from places every day. At the end of
the week they head to the pumps to fill up.
Some prices, however, are just too high.
OWhen it gets to $3

hurt, 6 said Jamey Van

OAnything over $2.0
Ashl ey McCor mi ck, 608

Courtney Lawrence,
and over is too high.

Most people dread when the pump stops
and you look up to see the damage.

ol would pay $2.00
would be good if we only had to pay 50
cents, o comment ed
608.

visiting friends and family, and then driving
back home.

Winter is coming and it also brings cold,
wet snow. People are on the roads less,
because they are afraid of sliding into a
ditch or having an accident.

With more and more people off the roads,
could gas prices finally lower?

hevdre not low eno h oNo. People still nee
y Y9N the store to buy things
As time passes, prices rise and fall on a
daily basis. The average price right now in
Jefferson County is $3.10, one cent less
50 jt really begins tOthar(])tgeinﬁtlgnglav:arag(\a/\.li L have t.
Zandt , E n gVERNGISBEW $hotomww.umich.edu . . h f ] it
(07 driver demongtrafeg her fgelingg ahthe gis purgpgWjthd prirce 1s, opertu y |
the rising price of oil, drivers are watching each dollar they Zandt. ) ]
spgnd, , stated. 081 75 . The best. Wtay .t(;) fltght tfr]]mlijghtf:hfe' hc()j“-
o] As prices rise, holiday travel is limited. ay season 1s 1o ride o school with Iriends,
| ~ take care of eﬁands in one trip, zwd travel
ol candot afford to L ver dawn, O KD o
tucky to see my siste "y n(!f gil Spfices from .r‘i:sig chP ﬁ1s=n(p:"?l(sp'li‘t)tle
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replied Lawrence.

N a t h &Studepts faceHkeriravelh @ getting to

school, work, extra -curricular activities,

gas as possibge. Refhember ouf hatural’re-
sources during the hustle and bustle of the
holiday season.



