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Class of ô08 comes, goes 
What day at MV will you never forget? 

What are your plans for after high school? 

What will you miss most about MV? 

When G 
building 
caught on 
fire.  
 
Truvaunty 
Badger ô08 

The day of 
the infa-
mous dough-
nut riots.  
 
Tim Benoist 
ô08 

I will miss 
driving like 
a maniac to 
get to lunch 
and back. 
 
Sherrie 
Jayne ô08  

I will re-
member 
every day 
Iõve spent at 
MV. Itõs 
pretty un-
forgettable 
here.  
 
Alyssa Moore 
ô08 

The thing I 
will miss 
most will be 
seeing my 
friends eve-
ryday. Once 
high school 
is over, eve-
ryone goes 
their sepa-
rate ways.  
 
Latasia 
Black ô08 

The thing I 
will miss 
most about 
high school 
is seeing my 
classmates. I 
might never 
see some of 
these people 
again.  
 
Katrina Dek-
ker ô08 

Iõm going to 
RLC to get 
my  
Associates, 
and then I  
transfer to U 
of I for an 
engineering 
degree.  
 
Kyler  
Lehmannô08 

I am going 
to go to 
college and 
make the 
best of life.  
 
Wanda 
Stuckey ô08 
 
 

[I am] going 
to U of I to 
study Animal  
Sciences and 
become a 
Veterinarian.  
  
Lauren 
Welker ô08 
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Hamilton carries on legacy of 
Print Shop  
By Justin Haney 
 

Running a print shop 
may seem like an easy 
job for nine months a 
year, until you learn 
that it is a year round 
job done mainly by one 
dedicated woman.  
      Mrs. Karen Hamilton 
has been running the 
print shop here at MV 
for 18 years.  
      Most people would-
nõt be able to deal with 
the literally truck loads 
of paper every year.  
      Although there have 
been many upgrades 
over the years, one ma-
chine remains the cen-
ter of it all.  
      A shearing machine 
that was patented in 1892 still is 
the main paper cutter in the 
print shop, and if youõre in Mr. 
Bob Tomlinõs, class you know 

exactly what weõre talking 
about.  

      A two 
year old 
Xerox ma-
chine has 
four mil-
lion copies 
on it, to 
date.  
     O n e 
may won-
der, if a 
two year 
old ma-
chine has 
that many 
c o p i e s , 
how man 
copies has 
Mrs. Ham-
i l t o n 
made? 
     O n e 
thing is 

certain, however many copies 
she has made, Mrs. Hamilton is 
the heart and soul of the truly 
complex print shop here at MV.  

Order your 2008 Vernois Yearbook now! 
Order online at www.smart-pay.com 

OR 

Pick up an order form in 122 H and mail it with your check 

 

Milt named as Administrator of the Year  
By Brittany Wingfield  

       
At MV, students arenõt the only ones accom-
plishing goals and making a name for them-
selves.  
      Mr. Terry Milt, Superintendent, has been 
named the Illinois School Guidance Counselor 
Associationõs Administrator of the Year.  
      Milt received his award at the associationõs 
annual conference on Friday, April 18.  
      Milt has served as superintendent of MV 
since 2004.  
      He also served as superintendent of Fisher 
Community Unit School District 1, Palmyra and 
Fairfield, and was principal of Newtown Cen-
tral School.  
      Milt recently told the Mt. Vernon Sentinel 
that heõs never had a nomination like this be-
fore.  
      Milt noted specific goals for MV.  
      òWe need to continue to improve school 
improvement on test scores, to continue to 
seek avenues for students to learn, and to con-
tinue to provide a safe learning environment 
for all students.ó 

FFA and Stu-Co join forces for luncheon  
By Morgan Feltmeier 
 

The FFA finally pulled it off, with the help 
from the student council.  
      On April 17 during Spring Fling week, the 
FFA and student council worked together for 
the staff luncheon.  
     òIt was nice for our two teams to work 
together,ó thought Mr. Kabat, advisor of FFA. 
òI think for a rainy day it went really well. 
      òI think everyone really enjoyed them-
selves,ó stated Mr. Kabat, òI received over 
thirty thank you cards from staff. Hopefully 
we will get to do it again next year.ó 
      On April 25 the FFA will have their 78th 
end of the year banquet at 6:30 P.M. at the 
Rolland Lewis building in Veterans Park.  
      If any student would like to attend, 
whether they are in FFA or not, they can con-
tact Mr. Kabat or Mr. Hall.  
      òLast year we had somewhere around 286 
students, but we always prepare for 400,ó 
explained Mr. Kabat, òWe are really wanting 
more students to come.ó 
      The banquet will recognize the FFA sen-
iors, as well as the award and record book 
winners from this past year.  
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Mrs. Karen Hamilton of the Print Shop, 

sits at her computer working diligently. 
Hamilton has worked in the MV print shop 
for 18 years.  

Vernois News congratulates Mr. 

Milt on this honor. 

Kabat explains Co -Op 
for seniors  
By Linsday Willis 
 

Co-Op is an opportu-
nity for senior stu-
dents to attend school 
half of the day ad then 
go out to work.  
      òYour schedule 
consists of a first, sec-
ond, and third block 
class. Fourth hour is 
the Co-Op class, and 
then your afternoon 
will be job training in 
the community or the 
school,ó stated Mr. 
John Kabat, Career 
Tech Education, and 
Co-Op teacher.  
      Anyone with sev-
enteen credits and 
three good teacher 
recommendations by 
the end of their junior 
year is eligible to join 
the program.  
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Teachers attend technology workshop 
By Hope Bialik 
VERNOIS NEWS  

 
MV had the opportunity to learn more about technology in a recent 
afternoon in -service activity.  
      Selections included power point, organizing emails, using the 
smart boards, and using united Streaming. The double sessions were 
about making a teacher web page and classroom Performances Sys-
tems.  
     Teachers could attend different sessions throughout the after-
noon. 
      òCreating a  webpage is what I attended, and I learned to put 
together a teacher webpage which is already up and running,ó re-
marked Mrs. Patty Flick, PASS class teacher. 
     òI went to the web design and learned how to set it up,ó replied 
Mrs. Cari Simpson, AVC Health teacher. 
      Some teachers thought it improved their technology knowledge.  
      òIt helped me, because I had no idea how to make a webpage,ó 
explained Mrs. Simpson.  
     òIt gave me the chance to use things that we might not otherwise 
think of,ó added Ms. Julie Holmes, CTE-foods and nutrition.  
       Teachers suggested what topics they would like to attend for 
the next sessions. 
     òI would recommend the teacher webpage again because I didnõt 
get to attend it,ó commented Ms. Holmes. 
     òI would suggest more sessions for creating more web pages,ó 
noted Mrs. Flick.  
      If more sessions were to be offered again, would teachers want 

to go to them? 
      òThere are a few I would have like to attend that I didnõt get to 
go to,ó explained Mrs. Simpson. 
     òI would definitely like to attend a different session,ó said Mrs. 
Flick.  
     Mr. Rob Knutson, assistant principal-CTE, had different reason for 
holding the session to improve teachersõ knowledge on technology. 
       òThis is something we tried last year. By chance, one of our 
presenters for a half day in -service last year had to cancel. Out of 
necessity, Mr. Milt allowed me to try out an idea. The idea of having 
sessions were so well received last year, we decided to try it again 
this school year,ó stated Mr. Knutson. 
      Mr. Knutson received different feedback from the teachers from 
the in -service half day. òSo far this has been very positive,ó re-
marked Mr. Knutson. 
       Some of the positive comments included teachers being able to 
get a lot of information in a short period of time, an opportunity to 
work in labs first hand, and instruction/sessions closely tied to their 
immediate needs.  
       Different MV staff presented sessions based on their experience 
and knowledge of the session material covered. According to the CTE 
office, Mrs. Brittany Boldt presented PowerPoint, Mr. Mike Abell did 
organizing files, a presenter from CIM did the smart board, Mr. Sean 
Docherty instructed United Streaming, a presenter from CIM pre-
sented the classroom performance systems, and Mr. Knutson taught 
teachers how to make a webpage.  

5.2 earthquake rattles Southern Illinois 
By Alicia Sheldon 
MANAGING EDITOR  

 
Imagine waking up in the middle of the night, 
only to be faced with the walls trembling, 
the floor shaking, and a deafening roar out-
side. For most of southern Illinois, this situa-
tion became reality on April 18. Around 4:37 
AM, the 5.2 magnitude earthquake shook up 
much of the surrounding area, even reaching 
to points such as Ontario and Cincinnati.  
      Normally, earthquakes in southern Illinois 
originate from the New Madrid fault, but this 
one came from the Wabash County seismic 
zone, in the Mount Carmel area. After the big 
earthquake, nearly thirty aftershocks fol-
lowed, one of which caused minor chaos in 
third hour classes April 18. That particular 
earthquake reached a 4.6 magnitude. One of 
the larger, more recent aftershocks occurred 
April 21 around 12:30 AM. 
      All throughout the day of the earth-
quake, talk of the disturbance could be 
heard throughout the halls of MV. Questions 
of òdid it wake you up?ó and òwhere were 
you when it happened?ó were common inqui-
sitions of the student body.  
      òI was sound asleep in my bed, and I 
woke up right as it was beginning. I thought, 
ôwhoa, whatõs going on?õ At first I thought it 

was a tornado, but then I figured out it was 
an earthquake,ó said Ryan Scott, õ11. 
      òI was in my house sleeping when the 
earthquake occurred, but it didnõt wake me 
up,ó Alexus Burke, õ11, stated. 

      The events caused for heightened aware-
ness concerning the imminent severe earth-
quakes for the Midwest predicted by seis-
mologists. MV students have become more 
aware of the possibility since the recent 
earthquakes. 
      òIt definitely makes the possibility of a 
severe quake seem more realistic now that 
these others have happened,ó said Scott. 
      Other students are less concerned about 
these earthquakes. 
      òThere is a possibility of a severe earth-
quake, but Iõm not worried about it,ó said 
Rebecca Austin, õ11. 
      There are many things one can do to pre-
vent damage in the event of a larger earth-
quake. The first step is to do a home assess-
ment. Make sure shelves and wall hangings 
are properly secured, and anything breakable 
should be kept inside a closed cabinet. The 
American Red Cross also advises families to 
keep an earthquake emergency kit in their 
homes and cars, including a first -aid kit and 
essential medications, canned food and a can 
opener, at least 3 gallons of water per per-
son, protective clothing, rainwear and bed-
ding or sleeping bags; a battery -powered 
radio, and flashlight and extra batteries.  
      For more information on earthquake 
safety, log on to www.redcross.org.  
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The chart above shows the seismic hazard zones for 

southern Illinois and surrounding regions. Though the 
recent earthquake was caused by a seismic area in Wa-
bash County, The Madrid Fault is predicted to produce an 

earthquake of 6.0 or greater by 2040.  


