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School kicks off with smooth registration  
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Trenton Phillips, ó10, and his father, Rick Phillips haggle over school fees at one of the stations set up during registration. Staying true 
to tradition, registration took place in the cafeteria and cafeteria annex and the bulk of it was finished in one week.   

By Lauren Duncan 
NEWS EDITOR  

 
Shopping for clothes, finishing summer reading, 
and figuring out how to wake up before noon are 
a few of the things on studentõs to-do lists just 
before school begins, but thereõs one thing that 
canõt be procrastinated: registration.  This year, 
registration took place the first week of August, 
with freshmen registering on Monday, sopho-
mores on Tuesday, juniors on Wednesday, and 
seniors on Thursday. 
     òThe biggest change was moving registration 
into August and the week before the beginning of 
school. In previous years, it had always been the 
last week in July,ó Mrs. Melanie Gulley, Guidance 
Director, explained.  
     Mrs. Gulley, along with the other guidance 
counselors, Student Council members, and sev-
eral faculty members, all contributed to planning 
and carrying out registration.  
      òRegistration is truly a team effort that I 

simply oversee. We all work together to get 
through the week,ó Gulley pointed out. 
      After a smooth registration, there were only 
a few problems to be faced.  
     òSome students are unable to attend registra-
tion due to being out of town, so we have to find 
a way to accommodate them. We always deal 
with  lost registration packets, questions about 
fees, etc,ó said Gulley. 

      She continued, òI believe registration went 

very well. I heard from numerous parents that 

the set up was very 

efficient and flowed 

nicely. I will listen to 

comments from the 

staff who worked 

registration to see 

what needs to be 

ôtweakedõ for next 

year.ó 
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Administrators say Hello 
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Dear Students, 
 
      Welcome to another fantastic year at MVTHS! I know I have anxiously awaited the 
beginning of the 2008-2009 year, and I trust you have as well. From the seniors to the 
freshmen, the first day of school always brings with it excitement, anticipation, and 
nervousness. This is true for students and staff alike.  
 
      This year brings with it opportunity for all members of the student body. On the first 
day of school, every single one of you is on an equal playing field. No one has any tar-
dies, no one has a discipline referral, and every single student has an òAó in every class. 
It is quite possible to finish the year exactly as it begins - it is up to you to make the 
right choices. I know that many, many of you will end the school year in May or June 
with zero tardies, zero discipline incidents, and an òAó in every class. The great thing 
about a new school year is EVERYONE has the ability to do this - I challenge each and 
every one of you to accept this opportunity.  
 
      Again, welcome to the start of a school year at MVTHS. Make it great and a year to 
remember by making positive choices, serving as a role model to others, and making the 
most of what high school has to offer.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Melanie Gulley 
Guidance Director 

Dear Students, 
 
      Welcome back to all the students and staff. Summer went by very fast, but as you 
get older time seems to fly by very quickly. A new school year offers the hope that the 
year will be exciting and rewarding for all of you. Many new ideas wait as you re -enter 
the school. The PBIS behavior reward system will offer the opportunity to reward stu-
dents for positive acts towards others and for following the rules that have been estab-
lished.  
 
      The administration was asked by students to be given the opportunity to show that 
our students did not need uniforms. This large group of students convinced teachers and 
administrators they could dress appropriately so uniforms did not have to be added to 
the school. Students, this is your opportunity to follow the dress code. Pants are to be 
worn around the waist and not sagging. Girls to cover all body parts leaving nothing ex-
posed. Show those who do not believe.  
 
      We know our students are among the best in the state. Help prove our belief. Be the 
best you can be, follow the rules and have a great school year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Terry Milt  

Principal Ron Daniels 

was unavailable for comment 
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Administrators visit 
homes 
By Leah Minor 
EDITOR IN CHIEF  

 

Can you imagine members of the admini-
stration coming to your home to talk with 
you and your parents? 
      Well, the incoming freshmen were 
treated to just that.  
      Over the summer, volunteer teachers 
aides, counselors, social workers, teach-
ers, and administrators alike ventured into 
the homes of incoming freshmen in an 
attempt to help ease the middle school to 
high school jump.  
     Superintendent Terry Milt divided stu-
dents up by area, volunteers then signed 
up for areas, and then it was up to the 
teachers to call the families to set up ap-
pointments or send letters.  
      The visits lasted approximately thirty 
minutes to an hour.  
      òThe main objective was to establish a 
positive relationship between students, 
parents, and the high school. Teams an-
swered questions of parents and students, 
discussed ELO, the schedule, Skyward par-
ent access, extra -curricular activities ð 
information to help new students and par-
ents be better informed about the 
school,ó offered Mrs. Melanie Gulley, 
Guidance Director.  
      Students moving and phones being 
disconnected made it impossible to reach 
all of the 380 incoming freshmen, how-
ever, teachers visited approximately 200 
homes, plus more who were contacted by 
other means.  
      According to Mrs. Gulley, òThe fresh-
men students are excited about coming to 
high school, but still have some nervous-
ness about it, too!ó 

Workcamp provides community with fellowship, bonding 

By Alicia Sheldon 
MANAGING EDITOR  

 
The week of June 15 was one 
of bonding, fellowship, and a 
lot of hard work. Hundreds of 
teens from all around the 
United States traveled to Mt. 
Vernon with one goal: to 
change lives. 
      Campers ages 12-20 came 
to the King City to partici-
pate in the Group Work-
camps program, a camp 
that focuses on home re-
pairs such as interior and 
exterior painting, weather-
proofing, small building 
projects, and other minor 
tasks that residents could 
not complete themselves. 
Over 50 homes were worked 
on throughout Mt. Vernon 
by nearly 300 campers. 
      The Group Workcamps 
program was founded in 
1991 after a disastrous flood 
swept through Colorado and 
youth groups from all across 
the country responded. Since 
then, hundreds of thousands 
of people in need have been 
helped by over a quarter mil-
lion campers. This foundation 
came to Mt. Vernon through 
the First Presbyterian Church.  
      òOur youth leader [Pastor 
Rob Dyer] was the main per-
son who got it here. He 
thought itõd be a great thing 
for our town,ó said Sara 
Palmer, õ10. Palmer partici-

pated in the camp, along with 
several other members of the 
youth group from the First 
Presbyterian Church. 
      The camp began on June 
15 and ran through June 21. 
Campers resided at Casey 
Middle School, where they 
held nightly worship services, 
ate breakfast, and eventually 

crashed on the floors of class-
rooms, only to be awoken 
again at 6:45 for another day 
of work.  
      òWe woke up every morn-
ing at 6:45 to really annoying 
music,ó remembered Rachel 
Bumpus, õ10, a veteran 
camper from Mt. Vernon. 
òBut itõs really a good experi-
ence, and people should ap-
preciate what the campers 
do.ó 
      òWorkcamp is an amazing 
thing. We just do whatever is 

needed for people who canõt 
do it themselves, whether itõs 
physically or financially,ó 
explained Shaye Riley, õ10. 
òMy favorite part is just being 
thrown together with three 
hundred people you donõt 
know!ó 
      The campers are typically 
divided up into groups of five, 

with an adult leader to as-
sist with and direct tasks. 
After a busy morning getting 
ready, groups would leave 
for their residentsõ homes 
around 8:00 AM. They would 
remain at the homes until 
3:00 PM, with a break for 
lunch and what they call 
òdevotions.ó 
      After all of the long, hot 
days filled with nonstop 
effort, the campers were 
rewarded with more than 
they had ever expected.  
      òI loved the look on our 
resident's face after it was 
all done,ó recalled Palmer. 
      òOur youth group grew so 
much stronger and closer 
together. Everyone was so 
excited to be there,ó Bumpus 
added.  
      The workcampõs effects 
are still rippling throughout 
the town, with the fixed up 
homes receiving much atten-
tion from the community. 
More local workcamps are 
scheduled to cont inue 
throughout the rest of the 
year.  

By Lauren Duncan 
NEWS EDITOR  

 
When you step into the Attendance Office, 
you may notice a rearrangement of desks and 
offices. The setting is not the only thing that 
has changed in the office though, staff posi-
tions have too.  
      Mr. Mark Goodheart has returned to 
teaching Special Education in I building, Ms. 
Heather Taaka now answers the switchboard 
in the Attendance Office, Mrs. Trisha Reeves 
has been hired as the new Attendance 
Teacher and, Susan Talley received the posi-
tion as MVõs newest Assistant Principal. 
     On July 1, Mrs. Talley started her new 

role and jumped into preparing for the 2008 -
2009 school year by working on school board 
reports and preparing for registration.  Her 
other duties include directing buses, atten-
dance, tardies, discipline, and evaluating 
teachers and staff.    
     The new position is something she has 
been working toward for a while. After 10 
years, of teaching, Mrs. Talley has earned a 
Masters Degree in both Curriculum and In-
struction and Administration.  
     òI applied for the position to gain admin-
istrative experience, and because of encour-
agement from some colleagues,ó Talley 
pointed out.  
     The school year is bound to bring several 

exciting changes, but the one Mrs. Talley is 
looking forward to implementing the most is 
PBIS.    
     òItõs a system that rewards students for 
taking responsibility,ó Talley explained. 
     On the other hand, there are some things 
that arenõt so exciting. 
     òIõm dreading waiting on the buses in the 
extreme heat and cold,ó Talley confides. 
     Though Mrs. Talley carries more responsi-
bilities, itõs surefire you will run into her on 
campus or in the Attendance Office, joking, 
laughing, and making people smile.  
     òMy goal for the year is to reduce truan-
cies and make the attendance office ade-
quate for students needs.ó 

Mrs. Talley takes position as Assistant Principal  

VERNOIS NEWS photo/ www.register -news.com 

Shaye Riley, ó10, stands with two fellow work-

campers and one of the many home owners 
who benefitted from the camp. The campers 
stayed in Mt. Vernon June 15 through 20.  
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Flexing our journalistic muscles, the VN staff is back at school and ready to write!  
Check out our literary line -up, complete with all the antics and quirkiness that youõve 
been enjoying (or tolerating) for years.  

Not shown: Dakota Bodine      Look for him in your September issue of the VERNOIS NEWS! 

Leah Minor, Editor in Chief  
Whatõs your favorite snack? Kosher dill pickles and cool ranch Doritos é together 
 
Whoõs your biggest hero and why? Audrey Hepburn for her compassion, life -style, and individualism.  
 
What was the highlight of your summer? Foot surgery. My anesthesiologist was down-right handsome!  
 
This year Iõm really looking forward toéGraduation, of course!  
 
Message to students: Gossip is dumb, pass it on! 

Lauren Duncan, News Editor 
Whatõs your favorite snack? Currently: honey mustard on anything.  

 
Whoõs your biggest hero and why? Anybody with a little get up and go is my hero.  

 
What was the highlight of your summer? Seeing six shooting stars, in one night!  

 
This year Iõm really looking forward to...the presidential election é so the campaigning will end. 

 
Message to students: Donõt worry your life away. 

Alicia Sheldon, Managing Editor 
Whatõs your favorite snack? Iõm similar to a goat ð hand me a snack and Iõll devour it, wrapper and all. 

 
Whoõs your biggest hero and why? Gabe Cralley, because he purchased a $125 shirt for only $25. What a bargain hunter. *tear*  

 
What was the highlight of your summer? The highlight of my summer was finally seeing the yearbook in all its glorious completion.  

 
This year Iõm really looking forward to é the Speech & Acting season to start!  

 
Message to students: Never take anything for granted, and live your life to the absolute fullest.  

Gabe Cralley, Opinions Editor 
Whatõs your favorite snack? Snacking on healthy foods is what I like to do; apples, oranges, carrots, and some celery, too, nuts and 
cheese and some of these and a glass of juice, too.  
Whoõs your biggest hero and why? Alicia Sheldon, because she spent all summer averting potentially cataclysmic happenings in the 
death trap of a coliseum, the book room.  
What was the highlight of your summer? I went to Arkansas with my family and my ghostly white legs got some color!  
 
This year Iõm really looking forward to é an end to these back-to-school surveys. 
 
Message to students: Donõt be afraid to step out and voice your opinion, regardless of what everyone else thinks. 

Katie Bunting, Blue Print Editor  
Whatõs your favorite snack? Imagine Whirled Peace (Ben & Jerryõs Ice Cream) 

 
Whoõs your biggest hero and why? Trish Minor. (Leahõs mom)  She is a vision of beauty and kindness. She treats everyone equally with 

love and respect. She has always been there for me even when she didnõt have to be. She is my hero! 
What was the highlight of your summer? Sleeping! 

 
This year Iõm really looking forward to é a chance at new opportunities, and closure to a wonderful high school career.  

 
Message to students: Ghandi says you must be the change you want to see in the world - so go out there and spread the love!  

Alexis Nulsen, Business Manager 
What's your favorite snack? My favorite snack is most deifnately fruit roll ups..yeah!!  
 
Whoõs your biggest hero and why? Duh nu nu nu nu nu BATMAN! He doesnõt need an explanation. 
 
What was the highlight of your summer? The highlight of my summer was probably going to Kansas City with my awesome boyfriend 
and his little sister. Either that or going up to Chicago for Culinary Arts school.  
This year Iõm really looking forward to é prom. Last year prom was insane so this year it will be even better.  
 
Message to students: Life is what you make it.  

Lexi Scrivner, Staff  
What's your favorite snack? Goldfish.  
  
Whoõs your biggest hero and why? Lauren Duncan because sheõs Jesus. 
  
What was the highlight of your summer? Getting a new job.  
  
This year Iõm really looking forward to é  a wonderful year with the Vernois Newspaper.  
  
Message to  students:  We all have choices, we all have hops and dreams, to achieve either you have to have ambition.    


