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President-elect Barack Obama beams at the crowd during a pause in his election night speech. Obama won the election with 364
electoral votes, making him the first African -American president in history. Obama will take office January 20, 2009.
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U.S. elects Obama 44th president

On the MV campus, high spirits were clearly
evident the day after the election. The air was
permeated with cries of,
where, it seemed, there was a student sporting
Obama apparel.

By Caleb Cross
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR

The extremely hard -fought presidential election
of 2008 has concluded with a historic end. Barack

Obama defeated John McCain decisively to be-

Hawklns, 609, €

come the United StAmErleasodéh{s?SA?)flréccka,
president.

ol 6m so glad itds flnalwllo)éC%?g %O\gswggm n?“etdoo'fa‘m
t he l'ying and muds!| inging ’g stated Samant ha
All en, 610.

For many, the outcome of the election was a Continued on page 2

reason for celebration.
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this just IN

FBLA set to host Guitar Hero tournament
By David Braden

FBLA is planning to host a Guitar Hero tourna-
ment, scheduled for early December.

Though the tournament is for FBLA mem-
bers, it will be open to the student body. The
tournament will be held on the MV campus.

0l hope that a |l ot of
tournament, 6 said Mrs.
sor.

FBLA is the largest student-run business
related organization in the world. It stands for
Future Business Leaders of America. They hold
yearly competitions, with topics ranging from
technology, business, and public speaking.

FBLA is hosting the tournament in hopes to
raise awareness of the organization.

MV blood drive proves successful
By Trevor Houser

The National Honor Society and the Red Cross
recently teamed up for the annual blood drive

at MV. The American Red Cross is an independ-
ent, volunteer -led organization founded by
Clara Barton in 1881. Mrs. Holly Davis, sponsor

of the National Honor §o
have had a spectacular turn out this year; we
had 117 sign up to donalt

Mrs. Davis and volunteers for the Red Cross
said that when a donor donates they can save
up to three lives just with one donation.

ol believe anyone
because you have the
said Mrs. Davis. Around 43,000 pints of blood
are donated each day in the U.S. thanks to gen-
erous donors.

The bl ood donated at
blood drive will remain in the Missouri & lllinois
regional area. 0Bl ood d
tant, 6 stated a volunte
One in seven people who enter the hospital are
in need of a blood transfusion. The number one
reason blood donors say they donate is because
they want to help others and save lives.

Many Americans are able to donate. In fact
37% are eligible, but fewer than 10% do. 17% of
non-donors say they never even thought of do-
nating as the main reason for not giving blood,
while 15% say they are too busy. After the at-
tacks on 9-11, 500,000 Americans donated blood
to save their fellow citizens.

Blood drives help a lot of people, and it is
a way to give back. Donors don't just do a favor,
they save a life.

wh o
ch

Sheldon appointed as co -editor in chief
By Caleb Cross

Beauty, elegance,co-edi t or in chi

do all these words have in common? They all

can effectively be applied to Alicia Sheldon.
Sheldon, who is a junior here at MV, has

been named co-editor in chief, alongside

leagh Mmdr, of the Neonois Neps. f or t he

J u loil e aHm yses ,e xFeBditofeirdchigfon -b

I love working on the Vernois News, and to

have such an important position is such an

honor, 6 gratefully stat
O0Managing editor is |

training. There isndt

ence, because Leah and | often share her

responsibilities, o
Looking ahead to next year, Sheldon

commented, o0l am ver

promoti on. I woul dn

the Vernois News is a tradition and it will be

a big role to fill. I &

expl

y e
0t

Bunting sheds light on PASS class
By Katie Bunting

PASS is a class offered to students to assist
Oiif1dafihgYnecesSary Kill§if ordeftPstic:
ceed. Students with needs in specific sub-
ti&ts &specially benefit from PASS.
OEach student is trea
Grades are monitored and students are tu-
tored one- on one or in smaII groups on a
eédRo-19e0dNrant ep aSsh |Osu 'ooI 'stat e
PIACLs 110 aScanVetr .2 o P APs O ut
academic nature. 6
PASS stands for Partnership for Academic
Student Success. _
t his; paend rPaSp pasn, N Usag 9
helped me to raise my grade in subjects I
OpNaayt el Ogn; St 18T cey Vil Vi ni M O T -
er kwijteh thhe kKR&d  Craosis - s
get my wor k done. I Il ov
In order to take PASS, students need to
be recommended by a teacher, guidance
counselor, or parent. But if a student feels
they would benefit from PASS they can talk
to their guidance counselor.
ol I'i ke PASS better t
cause you learn to succeed in school as well
as in |ife,6 Capps thou
PASS is a half credit class offered both
semesters. Mr s . Flick r
believe that you have to be failing or having
trouble in school to get into PASS, but that is

0 We

st a

not true, we also tutor upper -1 ev e | cl a:

OBAMA, from page 1
Mr . Shockl ey, Engl i sh, explained, 0This is b
election in my |ifetime. ltds a chance to get

economy and culture since 1972. | am also very happy for African Americans who have waited

over 300 years to see t

his day. o6

Obama ran his campaign on the idea of change. It struck a chord through the country, and on

the MV campus.
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Students experience rural -urban policy exchange

By Alicia Sheldon The bus of nearly 50 Mt. Vernon resi- wedre the same, 6 said K
CO-EDITOR IN CHIEF dents arrived in Chicago Sunday afternoon Josh Donoho, 611, fel
the similarities between rural and urban

It is thought that a barrier lies between
central and southern lllinois and Chi-
cago, separating it from the rest of the
state. A recent program set out to break
down those barriers by creating connec-
tions between individuals from both
regions. The Rural-Urban Policy Ex-
change program took place throughout [§
October and November 2008, with many
students and faculty members from Mt.
Vernon involved.

The first leg of the program came
together '3 Otctotber, I\INrc]ie? s&\zer\‘j“ Chi- The concluding event of the trip was
and toured the economic and education veaors Newsrosam o & WD hall meeing, conducted at

i S Students from MV and Dyett High School hear a speech given by Chicago WYCC studios at KennedyKing CO”ege
sys:]ems hSpr'f'c dto sorthhern llinois. 4 district senator Kwame Raoul. Students from MV also learned about in Chicago. An interview was conducted
Eé%de;c ZIOSO rSnt:dgnttse t:iOI'T;O soer:W:roe Dyettos peer jury system and drew hefveer panelisesvand detfost, aridocer-t h e
and cont)rast their school to?\/lv P tion. tain points were discussed between resi-

N ’ ; : : dents from both Chicago and Mt.
0lt was cool t o me @nd checked dngontheis hotely whigh was Vernon 9
ot her areas, 6 thoug h tlocated gtop the \EbieagoeSun Tigas tbuild- '

ol was in a group th:
ing. . .
Moore was chosen to attend the exchange g education part of the trip. There were cam-

school s. olt was suct
ence, seeing the diversity and how dif-
ferent they are, between charter
schools and academies. It gave me a
new perspective on my
Tuesday marked the last day of the
exchange, which was used to tour the
| Chicago police department and sur-
rounding police forces. The entire group
. 1 was able to witness the technology and
systems used by the northern depart-
ments.

after being carefully selected by the admin- That night, the group headed to an Afri- -
istrators. can restaurant, giving everyone a taste of er?s e\t/erywh_erej, and | vr|/|II~get to be on IT \I/
OMr. Kabat asked mecultureonot fgnailiartojseuihgsmalltingis. AP S A S
i i i mogning, pach began theix - . ;
since it was my first WMengaymaging, Rachmracinbegan thei claimed Clay Jackson, ¢

plained Kayla Cooney, teulsgoThe economic development track

The next part of the trip began Novem- visited several locations and plants while
ber 16, when residents from Mt. Vernon the education track toured Chicago area
made their way to Chicago to tour the same  schools.

All participants felt that the entire ex-
change was beneficial and thought it should
be held again in upcoming years.

types of faciliies that the Chicagoans ol thought the exchandle! )psrho e Upast At W
toured in Mt. Vernon. awesome because we got to see how much state e
Cooney
By Anna Dismang mo m, gr andma, and aunts, 6 said Po
VERNOIS NEWS OWe al ways celebrate Thanksgi vi
. . ham, green beans, mashed potatoes, corn and rolls. Then we always
Americans have celebrated Thanksgiving for many years. But do have a bunch of wonderful desser

they all know the true meaning of the big family feast?

dThanksgiving is to celebrate aca S celebrate (Hranksglv gwgh a tradltl\(é{nalatutr)k]ey a]rrd ota
ing born to celebrate a together g alﬁsrel ageo
5 E ’ f - d e ta uhd cean tho gi’?t at th yate el, clam nd
W ° \ll T ' 3;] ?/ ear mli, . ta m! yt atn d ng a nl r m atsgrhee ogt rlley, %oose adﬂcﬁ SV\?a and
eéla Iov: 'Flzhgrcr)li)s ilvi’rcr) Sb:cguseoe e% gy % kj easbansrognrons Iettrbce radrshesd
9 9 - c rroor!s s thei gr at§f es. 9rfie pﬁgrr s W&E thote aétrve%rﬂi
we have a huge meal, and then afterwards we all go outside and
h PR t bal l . eed d more prdtern_fhan we do tod
ave our own game o 00 at 1, 0 €XDPrnd ﬂllgﬂ'n%s did 'nBt ecjglt (I?ra{m E%yat%eg hlcke(?r c%rh on the

Thanksgiving started in 1621 when the Plymouth Colonists and
Wampanoag Indians shared a harvest together. The harvest festival

|l asted for the three days. Howeve nth'? ”Eagrnalgs gge%%%ﬁ cir
and IF .h € K I'dd | d nh(') kt] th cal Icli It t h Thh adntIL( Skg ! \édgér Qvailable to the fe Ngtlbnal gl'urlée)m'—sederatr e%tﬁ%gt(gdg ! V
was a religious holiday on which they would go to church and than that 46 million turkeys were eaten at Thanksgiving in 2007. On aver-

GOdJ?srtgriseFrresCIE;\?e/e;}ts.o noted other ceremonies of thanks amon age, each turkey weighs 15 pounds. Statistics show that 88% of
9 Americans eat turkey on Thanksgiving.

European settlers in America. The settlers would celebrate and give

cob, or pumpkrn pre which are very popular Thanksgiving foods to-

thanks f health val aft | oMy family and | do not <celebra
anxs lora heafihy armval after a jong voyage. . in our religion (Hlndu But we haveaholldaydsllghtl)ﬁsmllak Where
OWe al ways eat turkey, chrcken,th E 5 roGior o srster

pie, 6 commented Harrison.

N . . sai Patel . 0 abo ou
oBasically all the women in thaes fga}rprfleyreﬁpok frﬂeano&,r o%tehr oM he
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MV attends Murray state fes

By Mike Phillips
VERNOIS NEWS

Over one thousand students tried out,

After a rigorous audition process
the students picked are expected to
spend two days at Murray State Univer-
sity where they rehearse regularly.

firerdnomic crisis deeper

By Marquette Moore wi || hel p sav
VERNOIS NEWS commented Alvis.
oDoubl e chee:

The Great Depression was could rise to two dollars. So

but only 274 went to the Quad State N o] ftr]e@ st times in
. . - . OWe stayed at t he 'ﬁ(? aér IMESH hopetheec omy, gets
.Cnhgérflfsé'l\(/al at Murray State University press It was fun to see familiar faces man 0 Ie ts da harle SE[ i tYer gS‘ gy h% 6 /
in Kentucky. gto legrn an entlre Latln {\/Ias§ |ﬂjust _y p p y Coach Sean Docherty,
0There were studeg a{ d%'y’s r'i)lihaééo‘% Cg’l Q%ﬁ'rwmrldaﬁ;eorah believes
ora of high schools, from 5 or 6 differ- S| yso in that directfon that the crigispw);s caused
ﬁgi Ség‘é es | bel i evebw (?gl?dt H‘e apc hNHoﬁga'_?heang e%onc()jmccr-ebv too many bad mort-
n ’ rder t .t hance to attend we got there we sang, then we hung i is 1 Wr th : I’II gages, with the banking
orderfo get a chance lo attend —, \\ v 53¢ the hot el , a|n°F se}esréaprkglgfdge 0 indsistriastgeind) down.
the festival, each singer must send in Nelson can Tinancial" landScape. Will a new president
e vt e OWe sang. tnen oA EIOSIUEE afec e cconomy: Bon
the select few that go to the festival. then sang again, an OEut Whatw thé Iong -term tlisl andl Docherty believed

O0You send a tape
voice and they select yours from the

Minor, .
" 9% %rrou?) 'sarr'lggthe?irgt pééeoo'f the

he would, but looked at it

cultural and political con- in a different way.

sequence be?

i tin Mass in G dand there were srx total h . Docherty commented,

|l arge variety of ot?a on tape s,oManyexpecttheflnan-‘It depends on
said Briannah Nel son oT are six paC'?ICr's'§t8Ieétdﬁoant'MarsrsagrarF;\s h e st

The judges look for tone quality Kyrie Glorla Credo Sanctus, Benedic- "banker sentime r srden |s
and note accuracy in the audition tapes tu s a,n d A nau s Dei ?ngél 4 g §|, d:go t tbﬁ? GVEiSt e
as well as a positive attitude. With all the sin gn ard work, % that ba decrsrons ythe - omes to it. 6

0Correct pitch an 91e Y dnk Pput %%rﬁ; evedt oAd © Republican Party caus_ed >Hed ! | h e I. D k
all important factors in the audition wonders |f they had any fun. the economy to get this different  plans for the
process, and they make that very clear was bl ast | Way: san and cognt Y tat e
before you auditiongg; ﬁfdrg J,gakr Scers, lo, Od e e nwewymmeheecmo% down,

0 € Jtuh gtesblwerg Zli Wa r egfert 0tri %e blﬁ5r u tetr?|ac}’ asea;rrlﬁw %fr houl
vorces a en s rAuch ?%W %nc%%cludedt Mt . n : eft&odb%alotén"fo?e
Jolly. executive perlIeges That expensive

Cact us

By Megan Scott
VERNOIS NEWS

Jackos

Hi tchind

Burrito

Being in Bluford, Cactus Jackds
Did students even know that there was a Burrito Shack around in
our local area?
Rigba $tyirtrghign .shaick 2t hgvel ageaerfAka
Wyatt, 609.

Cactus Jack6s ~ Boot
Burrito Shack.
Cactus Jackods By

cated in Bluford, is a place to go in and
have a great snack.

They serve a variety of food that is
all in great pricing.

Cactus Jackds ha
with two sides, different kinds of plat-
ters, burritos o0bi
quesadillas, nachos, and, of course,
one must have the desserts.

0 When | had som
there, | thought it was
O0splendi ferous! 86
Your oukos, 6009.

OEverything that
me nu sounds good,
609.

Cactus Jackds hasg
wiches, such as the Duke Pulled Pork,
Sant a Fe Chi cken,
Burger, and Jackéo
BBQ.

ol woul d
Fe Chicken
Youroukos.

6

t
t

have
was

o
he

ThdoB@rits Shack s whei@ ti@ dM Jutd@n IStréet @ardlised to reside. The new location wil
make it convenient for students who do not like to travel far over the lunch hour at MV.

It has been a few years now
since the Burrito Shack debuted here
in our local area.

0OActually, | had r
iuntil just now, 6 sai
On the other hand, there are

| Burrito Shack, and have been there
"\ before.

ol dve heard of

| cause | used to drive by it all the
time, but | have never actually eaten
there before, 6 said

The Burrito Shack is moving into
| the old Jordan Street Bar, which will
give students at MV a new place to
go and have lunch.

How many people actually know
that the Burrito Shack is making a
move to our town?

oWhat ?

t

They are
' | location? Well | just found out this

a nt @ VERNOIS NEptSto/KatBullock | N f or mat i on, 0 comme

kos.
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Guidance Office offers scholarship opportunities

By Cody Hester Lovin, Guidance, said.
VERNOIS NEWS US Bank is offering 30 $1,000 scholarships
Scholarship applications are avail- ggggthe program runs through February 28th,

able right now in the Guidance Of-
fice for students.

What are the scholarships avail-
able to students and what will they
expect from them?

There are applications available
from students in the guidance office
and online.

Some of the ones that are online
for students are from Westwood Col-
lege located in Chicago.

There is also one from Anderson,
Indiana, and it is called Anderson
University.

There are many, many more
online scholarships from which to

The Burger King scholarship is awarded to
eligible high school students and goes on until
Feb. 2, 2009.

The Wal-Mart scholarship is going to people
based on academic achievement, leadership in
school, community service activities and finan-
cial need.

There are many other scholarships available
to high school students such as AXA Achieve-
ment Community Scholarship which is based on
outstanding achievement in school and commu-
nity work activities and is going till December
8th, 2008.

The lllinois Electric Cooperative Memorial
Scholarship will giving a $1250 scholarship to
any students family that is a tri -county con-

h . i i
¢ 0003eC urrently UsS Bank internet sumer or is a tri -county employee. That schol-
scholarship program, Burger King VERNOIS NEWSo/Kat Bullock arship must be returned by December 12th,

Mrs. Kara Andrews, Guidance, laughs as she speaks with a student. Mrs. 2008.

SChOlarShlp pro_gram‘ and Wal-Mart Andrewsi_soneoffourcounselorswhphelpsstudentswithcollegeadmissions,
Foundati on [ are &chedaling, dnd gerlordl g@ishcs. O Mr s .

MV board sets policy, promotes educational goals

By Priya Patel will go to the specified committee. If the nances in mind.
VERNOIS NEWS problem is still not solved then it will go In spite of the evident obstacles, the
down the line of command until a decision Board tries its best.

Students complain about new rules, or not
having their voices heard. However, what

is made. serted Dr . Copenhaver,

S

tud ¢ q 5 t K Mr. Ron Dap %s [i)rlnmpall_hrprowded invol ved. 0
tmhaEf:yd fsEdu t'enths cf)rntc;]' §&8¥Wai'i1Sed expl DRets®@arsdy sam wisn dihvei di
€ boar Oh U(t:ﬁ lon, they cando der_ er ual has a problem with a teacher. The first by a parent, the greater chance for suc-
?plnlons where they are regarded in es- thing is to talk to that teacher. Then go to cess, 6 Dr. Copenhaver
eenNLIJ.nfortunater a large portion of stu the department chair, and then the
R ) prlnu If the matters are still
d c_etnnt s dondt know the BQa sglv%(? thénybP B idCrake MVTHS School Board
existe C?' K b d theo(g)roble{n to.the superintendent ]
Ono 5 co%?n\évn?edo\?v;nd;SD hen é’resé’?k‘o W3 Dr. Dan Hoffman President
>BuUt | seriously kn q Vy] H 8 Lhingne Mrs. Karen Goodwine Vice President
added. Dang, like many others, feels as if hce Mr. Jon Hawthorne Member

latter statement, he believes it is

they dondt know the Bogr (:|al g go through all the Mr. Rob Stewart Member
d e?l-[ f;e ya n cri] ° E ? a ft fO Cboencnaeuﬁse eS g the suééermf( éth Mr. Greg Backes Member
. : BEY Dr. Pat Garrett Member

the y do unt .I l | found staon De%ptfte IHQ?[ fac{ tha?tﬂ.b 'Dr Ron Copenhaver Member
plained Aarin Jeffers, c?(fastheflaldecuo

0They need to work " I%Ipo
their point across, 6 reeostled nitg‘BI

Objectives of the Board of Education L ;
Cevolve around studen tgs; . hteh QBaq\Pcf dBOoS MVTHS School Board Committees
pose is to provide the best education for the Accord enhave
high school students, ¢80k Act Arg- Waﬁ? 'Malntenance Mr. Stewart, Dr. Copenhaver
haver, a member of thg Boahd: satsida %ata Transportation: Mr. Stewart, Mr. Backes

working on a strategic plan and policies in whlch gets MRUCR RSO ue Personnel: Dr. Garrett, Mr. Hawthorne

improving the common goal for the high o Any Policy: Dr. Copenhaver, Mr. Backes

. ni
> ¢ Q ? (s)olmé oeo DIer ére (n:o(t) E):oi r']nzez Y esure r't ed%é% Og& 9‘8 against the
u peop Vi ) |l aw, 6 stated Mr.

They still feel as if their concerns are not : :

. - Board has a fairly large say in the
?eltn?hhesrd.dAcco(;dlrtlg ttolthr. &099’;*.‘?‘(;8“ happenings of the meetings. The
I;SI in il eoc?1r 'trklletiescgncaern OThz ::nor:\clzler-n Board of Education has to follow
ualnvolved wi ) certain guidelines and keep fi-

Executive: Dr. Hoffman, Mrs. Goodwine




