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Dr. Michael Smith works completes a task in his office on the first day of school.  He looks forward to meeting and getting t o know the 
students here at Mt. Vernon as well as assisting them along their high school journey.  

Welcome to all students:  
 
It does not seem possible that summer break is 
over already.  Where did the time go since last 
May?  Time does seem to pass ever so quickly 
with each passing year.  This year begins my 24th 
year in the education field.  There have been 
many changes over all the years since I student 
taught in the spring of 1985 here at MVTHS.  I am 
excited to be back.  Though big hair, suits with 
shoulder pads, the musical sounds of Madonna, 
the Bangles, Duran Duran, and the Super Bowl 
Champion Chicago Bears have all faded since 
1985, one thing has not.  The ability to experi-
ence some of the best years of your life, to cre-
ate memories for a lifetime, and to prepare for 
success in your life after graduation all lay ahead 
of you just like in 1985 and every year since 1905 
at Mt. Vernon High School. 
 
All students and staff are part of a very special 
group, and you have a long rich tradition to live 
up to.  Here at this school, students will experi-
ence high expectations and will also experience 
staff members who care.  I encourage each stu-
dent to become involved in some of the many 

activities which exist here at Mt. Vernon High 
School.  There are many to choose from.  Search 
these opportunities out, find some that are a 
good fit for you, and participate.  Each day that 
passes will never return, so I encourage you to 
make the most of every opportunity which exists 
in every day.  Though you will experience times 
that you may need to search them out, your op-
portunity for success is there for the taking each 
day. 
 
I look forward with great anticipation toward 
getting to know the student body here at Mt. 
Vernon.  I, as with every staff member, am here 
to assist you in your high school journey in any 
way I can.  I believe my experiences throughout 
the state and at every level of administration 
have prepared me well to assume the leadership 
of this district, and I am ready for the task.  I, as 
superintendent, and all of the staff need your 
assistance as well.  You are the most important 
part of this team.  Each of you and your success 
are why we are here.   
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Dear Students, 
 
      Welcome to another fantastic year at MVTHS! I know I have anxiously awaited the beginning of 
the 2009-2010 year, and I trust you have as well. From the seniors to the freshmen, the first day of 
school always brings with it excitement, anticipation, and nervousness. This is true for the stu-
dents and staff alike.  
      This year brings with it opportunity for all members of the student body. On the first day of 
school, every single one of you is on an equal playing field. No one has any tardies, no one has a 
discipline referral, and every single student has an òAó in every class. It is quite possible to finish 
the year exactly as it begins ñ it is up to you to make the right choices. I know that many, many of 
you will end the school year in May or June with zero tardies, zero discipline incidents, and an òAó 
in every class. The great thing about a new school year is EVERYONE has the ability to do thisñI 
challenge each and every one of you to accept this opportunity.  
      Again, welcome to the start of a school year at MVTHS. Make it great and a year to remember 
by making positive choices, serving as a role model to others, and making the most of what high 
school has to offer.  
 
 
 
 
 
Melanie Gulley 
Guidance Director/Assistant Principal  
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Our goal will be to forge a team in which the members work together to build the best high school 
in the area.  We are here, and we owe it to ourselves to achieve this mission.  We cannot and will 
not accept any less than establishing excellence and insuring that each student experiences suc-
cess.  I look forward to engaging in this exciting journey with all of you this upcoming year.  
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Michael E. Smith 
Superintendent  

      On behalf of the MVTHS Family and Community, it is truly my pleasure to extend a warm and 
heartfelt welcome to you as we begin the 2009 -2010 school year at Mt. Vernon Township High 
School.  We look forward to working with you during the school year.  I am confident that we will 
provide a program that will challenge, motivate, and support all of our students as they prepare 
themselves for the world beyond high school.  
      Students have many opportunities to get involved in the school.  Our after school programs, 
clubs, athletics, activities, and support provide an excellent venue for our students to develop 
relationships while having fun!  We encourage each of you to find something that you like to do 
and get involved here at school.  
      The class of 2013 will be the first class to participate in the Freshman Academy.  We have been 
busy planning for the Academy and have a very exciting school year planned.  The Academy will 
assist the freshmen in transitioning to the high school and offer many supports to help make the 
first year of high school a success.  I am very fortunate this year to be the Freshman Academy As-
sistant Principal.  I look forward to working with and serving the students and faculty involved in 
the Academy and will enjoy getting to know the students.  My new office will be located in 214 G 
so please come and see me if you need assistance or have any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Tammy Beckham 
Assistant Principal 
 

High achievement always takes place in the framework of high expectation.  
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All school year, students 
hope and pray for the next 
break to come. They hope 
that when that break arrives, 
it goes by slow, so they can 
enjoy it thoroughly. Still, by 
the time summer is finally 
over, most students are ex-
cited to come back and start 
a new year.  
      Before we can jump back 
into our routine, we must all 
face registration. MV regis-
tration was again held the 
first week of August, starting 
with freshmen on August 3.  
      Along with the regular 
rush of registration, MV is 
facing some big changes this 
year.  
       òThe Freshman Academy 
inception did not affect reg-
istration so much as it did 
the summer work that went 
into making sure that all the 
schedules were ready for the 
freshmen,ó stated Mrs. 
Melanie Gulley, Guidance 
Director.  
       In planning anything on a scale this, big problems arise.  
       òOne issue I face every year is to make sure I have enough fac-
ulty and staff members willing to work registration. The workers in 
the cafeteria really make sure the entire process runs smoothly,ó 
Gulley said.   

      Then, on top of that, there is the new technology as well.  
      òThis year the Attendance Office had a new ID machine. The 

first three days of registra-
tion, there were problems 
that had to be addressed 
before registration could 
begin. However, once the 
machine was fixed, students 
started to move through the 
r e g i s t r a t i o n  p r o c e s s 
smoothly,ó explained Gulley. 
      Registration is a lot of 
summer work, not just a 
week of simple work.  
       òRegistration week is 
truly one of the busiest times 
of the year for the Guidance 
Office. There is a tremen-
dous amount of planning that 
occurs before that week. 
Then when it finally arrives, 
the pace is fast and non -stop 
with new students to register 
and schedule conflicts to 
fix,ó said Gulley. 
      Even though students 
donõt see it, a lot of work 
goes into registering for 
school that has staff mem-
bers working throughout the 
summer.  

     Gulley concluded, òI believe that the people who work registra-
tion make it a successful week. Itõs a true team effort all around 
with direct involvement from Guidance, faculty, staff, technology, 
Student Council, and even some retired staff members.ó   
 

Registration week comes, goes  

News, Page 3 News 

Freshman Academy introduced at MV 
By Hannah Lundius 
VERNOIS STAFF 

 

Through all of the changes happening in the 2009 -2010, one of the 
most significant is the Freshman Academy.  There has been much 
confusion as to the purpose of the Academy, and many believe that 
having all of the freshman in one building is òseclusion.ó   
      The Freshman Academy was designed by MV administration and 
board members to ease the transition between middle school and 
high school. 
      Mr. Bill England, who will teach math in the Freshman Academy, 
thought, òIt will benefit the freshmen because they will not be in-
timidated from the experience of high school, they will be in classes 
with people they know.  The freshman academy will help with the 
transition into high school, and the groups of teachers will get to 
know each of the students and understand the studentsõ lives bet-
ter.ó 
      The freshmen will have some of the best teachers at MV and 
will have a closer relationship with them, which will better their 
learning capabilities.  The 16 teachers in the freshman academy are 
put into teams of four.  On each team there is one English teacher, 

one history teacher, one math teacher, and one science teacher. 
These teams each get a set of students to teach.  By doing this, the 
teachers and students have a closer relationship, which England 
agreed would be a major benefit.  
      However, concern has arisen that with all of the focus on the 
Freshman Academy, they will be cast aside.  The freshmen have 
their own building and teachers, but that doesnõt mean the upper-
classmen will be treated any different.  
      England stated that, òeveryone will be on the same level,ó and 
also said, òNo [there will not be any special treatment]. Weõve 
never done this before, weõll just have to wait and see.ó 
      Closed campus may seem unreasonable to some, but in order to 
carry out the goals and guidelines of the academy, it is necessary.  
There are some advantages of closed campus.  The freshmen donõt 
have to walk in the cold or heat in order to get something to eat.  
Closed campus is safer for the freshmen, though surrounding restau-
rants may lose revenue they once received from those who walked 
there to eat.  
      The Freshman Academy will be a significant change for MV, but 
many hope it will be a beneficial addition to our school.  
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Mrs. Stacy Hulbert, Math, directs students at registration while Mr. Andy Wells, Social Studies, looks on.  Though 
registration was a hectic week for staff members, they were still able to successfully register students for the school 

year. 


