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StuCo details Homecoming 2009  
By Laura Fleri   
VERNOIS NEWS  

 

Despite wishes for more summer, the arrival of a 
new school year also brings the excitement for 
Homecoming Week at MV. 
      Homecoming events begin September 28 and 
conclude October 3 with the "Unmask the Night" -
themed dance.  
      MV Student Council is spending countless 
hours preparing for the 2009 Homecoming Week. 
      "Every day throughout the week has a theme, 
like 'twin day' where you and a friend dress 
alike," stated Brooke Moore, '12.  
      Monday night, September 28, students may 
attend a Movie Night at the Granada Theater at 6 
p.m. and the Coffeehouse will be Thursday, Oc-
tober 1 from 7 to 9 p.m.  
      The Fall Sports/Homecoming assembly is 
being held Friday, October 2 for students to get 
to know their fall sports teams and some of the 
many clubs. 
      The "Masquerade Parade" will fill the streets 
downtown October 1 featuring the Homecoming 
court and various other MV organizations' floats.  

      The varsity football team goes up against the 
Carbondale Terriers October 2 in the final home 
game of the 2009 season in J.D. Shields Stadium. 
      Chances for a beloved couch seat and mums 
will be sold during the game.  
      "I love the football game,ó said Annie Schau-
bert, õ10.  òIt's always exciting!"  
      During halftime of Friday night's game, the 
2009 Homecoming court will be introduced.  
      On October 3, Changnon Gymnasium will be 
filled with dancing and music at the 2009 Home-
coming dance. 
      According to Moore, the dance will be very 
elegant.  
      Homecoming or-
ganizers are not the 
only ones faced with 
difficulties of making 
the week memorable.  
      Alisha Capps, '10, 
revealed that finding 
a dress to match her 
date's camouflage tux is 
extremely stressful.  
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Queen candidates for Homecoming 2009 include Samantha Allen, Savannah Connaway, Amy Dickerson, Juanita Jones, Brianna Meritt, Chanda Rogers and 
Paige Wallace.  King candidates are Victor Durham, Markeize Haynes, Lucas Hurst, James Mulvaney, David Price, Ashton Rush and Brian Sipe.  Both Queen 
and King will be announced at the Homecoming dance October 3. 
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BASIC meets on Fridays for Frosh  
By Saddie Goodwin 
 

      Got Christ? BASIC does! 
      BASIC, also known as Brothers and Sisters In Christ, is a student- run organization for the follow-
ers of Jesus Christ to meet and have study time together during lunch on Fridays.  
      BASIC is governed by two students, Madi Walton and Casey Brandt. 
      According to Mrs. Debbie Nelson, MV social studies department, ò BASIC is planning to do a float 
for Homecoming.ó 
      Due to the fact that Brothers and Sisters In Christ is a student - run organization, they plan all 
their events.  
      BASIC gives Christian freshmen time to hang out with other like minded students.  
      Mrs. Nelson stated, òBecause the organization is student led, I am here more as a chaperone.ó 
      òSince this is the first year of freshman having different lunch hour, it is a goal to get organ-
ized.ó said Mrs. Nelson. 
      So, if you are a freshman and curious about joining BASIC, contact Mrs. Nelson in room 118G. 
 

CTE: Wide array of classes prepares students for careers  
By David Price 
 

      As the second largest department on the MV campus the happenings and events inside the CTE 
department are relevant and eye opening.  
      Some people around campus know this department as the Vocational Office, when in actuality 
the name is CTE (Careers in Technical Education) department.  
      This department is actually broken down into 5 different departments with their own separate 
curricula. These departments are Industrial, Health Occupations, Business, Agriculture and Family 
Consumer Science. 
      There are 16 different teachers within the CTE department making it the second largest depart-
ment at MV. 
      ò30% of the coursework inside our classes is book work and 70% is hands on or applied work,ó 
says Mr. Knutson, CTE director, CTE chair, and later in life assistant principal.  
      The CTE department is for students who want to gain experience for jobs and learn an applied 
skill for these jobs.  
      òOur classes are designed on the basis that students learn better doing,ó added Mr. Knutson. 
      Students attend from schools all over the country, including Weber Township High School, 
Waltonville High School, and Woodlawn High School, all come to CTE classes. 
      òPeople are optimal and most productive in the work force from the ages 15 to 21. Many people 
don't know this and the CTE department is helping these students make a different in the commu-
nity,ó added Knutson. 
      Inside each department inside the CTE department are different clubs for students to partici-
pate in such as Skills USA (industrial department), FFA (agriculture), HOSA (health occupations), 
FBLA (business), and FCCLA (consumer science). 
      Mr. Knutson invites all students to visitmtvhs.org, to gain information about the CTE depart-
ment.  

Math team seeks new members  
By Jessi Clark 
 

      Enjoy working with numbers? The math team may be the team for you.  
      òThe math team is a team that competes with other schools in different areas of math. Itõs 
open to freshman-seniors. If you have an interest in it, we welcome you,ó said Mr. William England, 
sponsor. 
      Mrs. Stacy Hulbert and Mr. England have been the advisors for the math team ever since they 
took it over in 2002.  
      The math team competes with numerous high schools in southern Illinois, along with cities in 
mid Illinois. Some of which include Carbondale and Jacksonville.  
      There is also an internet competition that members take at the high school. It is compared to 
around 90 other schools. 
      òThe goals are for the students to enjoy math, and to look at some of the possibilities you can 
do with it and to also take as many people as possible to the state meet.ó explains Mr. England.  
      òI hope to see it grow,ó says Mr. England. òWe would love to have more freshman show up. I 
would like people to become better at math, and to learn that math can be fun.ó he added. 
      There will be practices once a week on Tuesday nights from 3:30 -4:30 in room 115 G. 
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By Jessi Clark 
VERNOIS NEWS  

 

Seen rows of old cars on the dealer lots lately?  Driving through Ford 
Square, one will notice many residents have taken advantage of the 
òCash for Clunkersó program. 
      By turning in an old òclunkeró automobile, the government of-
fered up to $4,500 to spend to-
wards a new one.  The program 
ran July 27 through August 24. 
      Even though the òCash for 
Clunkersó program, also known as 
C.A.R.S. (Car Allowance Rebate 
System), is over, dealerships are 
still having sales and are giving 
rebates for vehicles.  The federal 
government and the Obama ad-
ministration came up with the 
program for the U.S.  
      Tyler Toyota general sales 
manager, Mr. Trevor Moore, ex-
plained that Cash for Clunkers is a 
program funded by the federal 
government that allowed people 
to trade in inefficient cars or 
trucks for more fuel efficient new 
cars.  They then would receive a 
rebate between $3,500 -  $4,500 
depending on the car they selected.  
      The U.S. is one of few countries that have participated in Cash 
for Clunkers.  Germany first started it in February of 2009.  German 
officials gave up to $3,600 towards a new automobile as long as the 
old car was at least nine years old.  
      Japan also had a program similar to Cash for Clunkers.  Instead 
of vehicles, they traded in old tractors.  Mr. Ken Feather, technol-
ogy and engineering teacher, explained that the Japanese could 
trade in tractors that werenõt over ten years old and the old clunker 
tractors would be sent overseas for disposal.  
      To determine which rebate one was eligible for, depending on 
which category one was in, all depended on the miles per gallon 
improvement.  
      After  trading in a clunker car, the dealerships have require-
ments with the government that must be met.  

      òWe have to put a substance in the engine and basically lock 
the engines up.  They cannot be resold to anybody but salvage 
yards.  So what we do is pour a chemical that makes the engines 
lock up, then we park them over on a different lot and the salvage 
yards come and pick them up,ó said Mr. Roy Schmidt, president, 
Ford Square/ King City Chrysler Center.  
      With any program, there are always a few downfalls.  

      According to Mr. Schmidt, the 
paperwork into the government 
was a òcomplete chaotic mess.  
Each transaction took about six-
teen pages for each vehicle, and if 
there was one little problem with 
it, they would reject the whole 
deal and you would have to put all 
sixteen pages back in again.ó 
      Mr. Feather stated, òThe cars 
have to be destroyed, so there are 
a lot of good parts there.  Proba-
bly good running cars are being 
destroyed.ó 
      òOf course there were benefits 
here,ó said Mr. Moore of Tylerõs. 
òWe got rid of inventory that was 
sitting on our lots that needed to 
go.  Benefits to the customer was 
that they got a more fuel efficient 

new car, and got $4,500 for their gas guzzler that probably wasnõt 
even worth anywhere close to that in most cases.ó 
      Mr. Feather explained that you couldnõt trade in a car if you 
hadnõt owned it for more than a year.  It stopped consumers from 
buying someoneõs old pickup truck that hardly ran and trading it in. 
      òAn economic stimulus was achieved as was an increase in sales, 
which I think was successful,ó said Mr. Schmidt. 
      According to Mr. Schmidt, Ford Square/ King City Chrysler sold 
81 cars through the program.  Mr. Moore explains that the Tylerõs 
dealership sold approximately 40 cars.  
      òWe sure hope there will be another one.  I donõt think there 
will be one in the immediate future, but maybe in a couple of 
years.  I think they might come back with something similar to 
phase out some more of the old inefficient cars,ó said Mr. Moore. 
      òOverall it was a good program and we were very successful 
with it here,ó Mr. Schmidt added. 

Cash for Clunkers proves successful for local dealerships 
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Traded clunkers sit behind Ford Square/ King City Chrysler of Mt. Vernon.  Clunkers were collected by 
salvage yards for parts. 

By Logan Murphy 
VERNIOIS NEWS  

    
Mold!  It can be found in lots of places, but what was it doing in G 
building?  MV officials recently found that parts of historic G build-
ing to be contaminated with mold.  
     òIn spring of 2009 we (MV) were contacted by the Illinois Depart-
ment of Labor that there was mold,ó stated principal Ron Daniels. 
     As the school year stated, Ms. Jessica Pilson, social studies, 
found mold under some desks in her room, 214 G.  She said, òIt 
looked like mildew that you would find from not cleaning your rest-
room.ó 
     From then on the issue of mold in her room was taken care of.  
òThey came and sprayed bleach on the desks,ó Ms. Pilson said. 
     But that was only one room with mold in it.  Other rooms were 
also contaminated.  
     MV officials along with custodians were then on the lookout for 

more mold.  
     Swift actions were needed to take care of the issue.  
     Mr. Daniels stated, òThe Board had spent several thousand dol-
lars for a new roof and all the windows to be caulked.ó  Also, MV  
maintenance staff òredrywalled some areasó and òall inside walls 
were painted.ó 
     Since the mold problem was caused by a moisture problem, 
Daniels said,  MV was going to have to òmonitor the moisture 
amount.ó 
     Ms. Pilson said, òI was given a dehumidifier to pull moisture out 
of the air.ó 
     Jalessa Rollins, ô10 said, òItõs nasty and harmful.  I think this 
happened because of moisture and leaking of the roof.  Build a new 
school or fix some of the damages causing the problem.ó 
     MV officials are doing their best to make sure the issue doesnõt 
reoccur.  òWe are watching the windows and caulking, making sure 
moisture doesnõt reoccur,ó Mr. Daniels confirmed. 

Mold plagues G building; is cleaned up swiftly 


