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Rockin’ Rams take home honors at state 
By Kyllie Pickel 
 
On March 13 the Rockin‟ Rams dance placed fourth in 
state at the University of Illinois.  
     Through out the year the team learned 7-9 routines.  
This year the team took 2 of their routines to state 
which they haven‟t done in a very long time. 
     Before they perform, the team always prays and 
then does a cheer to get pumped up. 
    Sarah Wagner,‟10 said, “My favorite routine is Spin-
ning, the jazz dance with the blue costumes. The dance 
is very fun to perform.” 
     “We have had very intense practices and worked 
really hard together to get each other through the pres-
sure and stress,‟ said Kassie Hurst, „11. 
     All their hard work has paid off, even with all the 
difficulties that come with it. 
     “The hardest part of Rockin‟ Rams is keeping our 
energy up. Practices can be very tiring, especially our 
kick dance,” informed Sarah Wagner. 
     The team is diverse in ages with four seniors, five 
juniors, two sophomores and one freshman. The sen-
iors‟ season will soon be finished, completing a very 
successful season. 
     The team members are Brittany Brown, Erica Kirsch, 
Jenna Peleaz, Sarah Wagner, Kelsey Allen, Kassie Hurst, 
Conner Lundius, Hannah Lundius, Taylor Koch, Daylea 
Conway, Casey Revelle, and Jessi Clark. 

MV Rams baseball off to good start 
By Cameron Stewart 
 
The MV Rams baseball season is finally underway and it should be a good season 
for the Rams. 
     The Rams started their season off big playing The Pinckneyville Panthers on 
March 17 at home. The Rams won with a final score of 9-1. 
     Pinckneyville got their one and only run in the top of the first inning due to a 
few Rams errors. But the Rams kept them from getting past first base the rest 
of the game. 
     “This year we all feel our main goal is to win conference. If we can work 
towards achieving this, our momentum and experience should help us in making 
a run in the post season.” commented Brian Sipe,‟10.       
     The Rams have been practicing a lot in the off season. Mike Swinnen,‟10 
added that “This year so far we all have really worked hard and came together 
as a team. Starting the year out with a win vs. Pinckneyville was huge.”  
     This team has a lot of high expectations for their season. “This is the team 
that made it to the Bronco zone tournament when we played for JCSA.” ex-
plained Swinnen,‟10.  
     Brian Sipe, Jim Mulvaney, Steven Beckham, and Mike Swinnen have all got-
ten baseball scholarships. Mike and Brian are both going to SIUE, Jim has a 
scholarship to University of Southern Indiana, and Steven is with Olivet Naza-
rene University. 
     “It is an honor to say we have 4 seniors who have already signed scholarships 
to play next year.” added Sipe,‟10.      
     “I‟m sad to be leaving all my teammates that I‟ve played with for so long but 
ready to move on to the next chapter in my baseball career.” said Jim Mul-
vaney,‟10. 

Freshmen basketball team win South Seven 
By Paisley Stewart 
 
The MV Rams freshmen boys‟ basketball team took 
home first place from the South Seven tournament re-
cently held in Centralia. 
     In the championship game they faced the Centralia 
Orphans. Centralia is a good team and well known as 
the Rams arch rival. 
     “It felt amazing to win the South Seven, I have won 
a lot of tournaments but none that made me feel like 
this” explained Clayton Reeves,‟13 
          The freshmen Rams ended the season with a win-
ning record of 11-8. 
     “I am definitely going to play next year” commented 
Louis Grote,‟13. 
     Reeves,‟13 noted he plans on playing next year as 
well. 
     Moving from junior high to high school can be a big 
adjustment. This is not only true for in the classroom 
and social environment, but on the court as well. 
     “High School basketball is a lot more physical and 
faster, it is a totally different game” thought Grote,‟13. 
     Reeves,‟13 added that “High school basketball has 
about twice the competition that Jr. High has.” 
     Grote and Reeves agreed that basketball is a great 
sport to be involved in. 
     “It involves hard work and dedication. And it is 
something most people will enjoy if they get to know 
how to play”, said Reeves,‟13. 
     Like any sports season, the freshmen boys had a few 
bad games. Grote,‟13 said of this “it was a roller 
coaster season, we had our ups and we had our downs”. 

Rockin’ Rams gives experience worth dancing about 
By Jessi Clark 
 
You walk into the gym. Suddenly there‟s a 30 seconds on the clock left until 
halftime, then 15, until there‟s just 2. The whole crowd  goes crazy, all the fans 
are excited for the first home game of the year. 
     Since I‟ve danced for 12 years in front of numerous people, I figured my 
nerves would be gone with being on Rockin‟ Rams dance team. Of course, that 
was not the case. 
     I walked into the gym and had the worst butterflies in my stomach of my 
life, it was the only game before Christmas and like tradition, the Rockin‟ Rams 
were going to perform a kick routine. 
     I think all of us were al little nervous from the start of the day, since all of 
us had messed up a few kicks during practices. 
     We all practiced and practiced in C Gym before going into E Gym to make 
sure we had the dance down perfect. The whole way walking to the gym, and 
waiting for halftime to start, I went over the dance again in my head. 
     After thinking I got it right, I finally took a look at the crowd. There were so 
many people. I was really getting nervous again like usual. All my team mem-
bers told me that they felt the same way their freshmen year for the first game. 
That made me feel a little better, but I was still very nervous. 
     It was time to finally walk out on the floor. Walking out we heard all the 
yells from the crowd. After that, I went from being really nervous to being 
really excited. The dance started, and as we started the first kick the whole 
crowd starting clapping, a lady in front of me in the crowd even stood up and 
started dancing to the music. The dance went very well, and luckily I never 
messed up or fell. 
     We ended the dance and got a standing ovation! I was very excited. It was a 
great way to start off the year. I realized that there was nothing to be scared 
off in the first place. Sometimes, I let my nerves get the best of me and freak 
out about the littlest things. Since then, I‟ve been pumped and ready to get out 
on the floor and dance in front of the crowd. 
     Rockin‟ Rams has been a really great experience this year. I can‟t wait for 
what more is to come. 
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Mrs. Megan Clodi and Mr. Kevin Braddy, special 
education department, led the 2010 special 
Olympic basketball to a 2nd place state victory.  
     On the weekend of the March 12,  the team 

headed to Bloomington for their state competi-
tion against the Northside Huskies. 
     “The students and athletes brought so much 
enthusiasm and excitement to every practice and 
game!” stated Clodi. 
     The team started practicing in October and  
ran  through January.  
     Practices were on Monday and Tuesday nights 
at Logan Street Baptist Church. 
     “We are always trying to set the bar higher. 
That is why the team was formed to begin with,” 
explained Clodi. 
     The team of 12 showed exceptional sports-
manship throughout their successful season, ac-
cording to Clodi. 
     Students got to see the team in action during 

the 2010 Winter Sports Assembly.  
     The team was also recognized at the Assem-
bly with all the other sports teams including the 
basketball, bowling, cheerleading, wrestling, and 
dance teams. 
     “With this being our first year with a team, 

we were undefeated against other Special Olym-
pics teams going into the state competition,” 
commented Clodi. “Our only special Olympic loss 
was in the state championship game in the 2nd 
most difficult high school division,” continued 
Clodi. 
     The team only lost by 6 points in the champi-
onship game with the final score being 47-41.  
     The “Spirit of the Game” award was given to 
Rams players, Michael McCluskey and Aaron Ru-
dolph. 
     “The whole season, even that 2nd place finish 
in the state, is a huge win for the team, school, 
and community!” started Clodi “This is just the 
beginning of what will become a MV tradition!” 
      
      

Louisville trip sparks 

baseball insight 

Cam’s Ram Review Special Olympics take 2nd in state 

I was recently in Louisville, Ken-
tucky for a John Mayer concert and 
got the opportunity to go to the one 
and only Louisville Slugger Bat Fac-
tory and Museum. 
     The Louisville baseball bat fac-
tory has a very long history. Louis-
ville Slugger is a family owned busi-
ness that started in 1884. Louisville 
bats have always been used in Ma-
jor League Baseball. 
     The factory makes custom mod-
els for many big name players in 
the MLB. Barry Bonds’ Louisville 
Slugger custom bat was there.  It’s 
made from maple wood.  Most bats 
are made from ash. However, after 
Barry  broke Mark McGuire’s single 
season home run record of 70 in 
2001, many more players started 
using maple bats.  
     Do you think Barry’s home run 
records were due to maple bats or 
were they due to taking steroids? 
     I believe it was the steroids. It 
has been proven that Bonds used 
steroids to strengthen himself to 
improve his game.  
     Bonds still holds the record for 
most homers in a season and most 
in a career.  
     Barry was a great player, but I 
don’t think that he, nor anyone else 
who has used steroids, should be in 
the record books. Yes, that also 
includes Mark McGuire, even though 
he was one of my favorites growing 
up. It is not fair for those great 
players who were natural at the 
game to lose their records to play-
ers who have cheated using ster-
oids. 

“The more you sweat in practice, the 
less you bleed in battle.” - Unknown 

VERNOIS NEWS photo/MV Archives  
Members of the Special Olympics basketball team proudly show off their second place medals after the champion-
ship game.  The first year of the team was also the first trip to the State Championship. 




