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Adele album blurs lines between genres 
By Stephanie Modert 
A & E EDITOR 

 

After a groundbreaking album at a mere nineteen years old, the 
album named so for her age, singer-songwriter Adele Adkins pro-
duced another innovative album two years later titled 21. 
      19 featured insta-hits out of the groovy „Chasing Pavement‟ 
and „Hometown Glory‟. 
      The relation between her age and her album titles and content 
weren‟t lost on the Brit, who revealed that her new album is 
“different” from 19, it‟s about the same things but in a different 
light.  I deal with things differently now.” 
      Her progression as not only a songwriter, but also a person can 
also be tracked. 
      “I‟m more patient, more honest, more forgiving and more 
aware of my own flaws, habits, and principles.  Something that 
comes with age I think.  So fittingly this record is called 21,” she 
reflected. 
      Changes are also noted in the sound of her songs. 
      Her voluptuous voice reverberates with the jazzy sequences of 
her songs, but she has toughened her tone and appears to have 
more of a raspy tinge than her previous album. 

      As the album holds a comfortable number one spot on the 
charts, it‟s guided by the album‟s lead single “Rolling in the Deep” 
which features stomping beats; deep, contemporary gospel; and 
R&B influences.  Adkins also credits folksy grooves throughout the 
album to American country inspirations. 
      It lets the anticipation build as the beats get louder and more 
impending to complement her strong vocals. 
      “Rolling,” that has all the passion of a breakup in every note, 
condemns whatever ex whose termination plays muse to the hit 
single. 
      The power-filled album incorporates other commanding singles 
such as “Someone Like You” and “Set Fire to the Rain” which both 
had revolutionary success in the Netherlands and her native Brit-
ain. 
      Both are raw, fiery examples of her songwriting abilities, many 
lyrics of which come from her real-life experiences. 
      No word yet on whether there will be a 25 or any future al-
bums, but she is confident that after the leaps and bounds she 
progressed since her freshman album, she will continue to im-
prove.  
      Needless to say, Adele‟s bluesy anthems will keep listeners 
cranking the volume for months to come. 

A&E 

MV Art Update: Band and Orchestra members take Disney  
By Paisley Stewart 
VERNOIS NEWS 

 

Eighteen hours stuck on a bus, a variety of musical instruments, 
recording, thrilling rides, live performance and Mickey Mouse were 
all part of what 49 students had the opportunity to experience this 
spring break.  
     On Thursday, March 17, a group 
of band and orchestra members 
boarded a charter bus and headed 
down to Disney World, in Orlando 
Florida.  
     Even though the bus ride was 
long and uncomfortable; the band/
orchestra students had the experi-
ence of a lifetime waiting for them.  
     “I was excited about the entire 
trip from the very beginning but as 
we got closer you could tell the 
entire bus was ready to take on 
Disney World” said Lindsey 
Clark,‟12.  
      Among the students who made 
the trip were Sophomore saxo-
phone player Cody Wilson and Jun-
ior Lexi Donoho, who served as concert master for Orchestra.  
      Like Wilson,‟13 several students found this trip their first ex-
perience walking through the gates of “The happiest place on 
Earth”. 
     Other students, such as Donoho,‟12, walked into the park as 
veterans and already knowing all of the tips and tricks to shortest 
lines and hidden Mickies.  
     The first day at Disney, students excitedly found themselves 
stepping off the bus and strolling into the wild adventures of Animal 
Kingdom.  
     The next day students got down to business and stepped into a 
professional recording studio at Disney‟s Epcot Park. But, before 
pulling out the instruments they got to experience some of Disney‟s 

most famous attractions.  
     After enjoying a morning of rides, shopping, and exploring 
Epcot, MV Band/Orchestra headed toward what few tourist ever get 
to see: backstage Disney.  
     In the recording studio a professional Disney musician held a 

workshop for these musically inclined stu-
dents. The workshop focused on improving 
site reading, teaching how to better pre-
pare for performances, and how to overall 
enhance their playing abilities. 
     Students got to work with familiar 
tunes from Disney classics; “The Little 
Mermaid”, “Mulan”, “Tarzan”, and 
“Aladdin”.  
       Band member Craig Vishy‟12 stated “I 
liked the Aladdin melody best; I had a 
really involved part to play in that song. 
The workshop itself was very educational. 
Rich [the instructor] was extremely knowl-
edgeable and funny. He had a lot to teach 
us and made it evident that music is an 

important art form.” 
     Another once-in-a-lifetime experi-
ence was offered to the students as they 
got to perform on stage at Downtown 

Disney.  
     They suited up in their formal attire and played a variety of 
songs for a large crowed that had assembled for the performance. 
     “I think it was a neat experience for the orchestra and band to 
perform in downtown Disney. I was impressed to see so many peo-
ple at the concert!” exclaimed Clark,‟12.  
     After being the main act at Downtown Disney, they headed off 
to see the main acts of thrill rides at Disney‟s Hollywood Studios.  
     Vishy,‟12 commented “My favorite thrill ride at Disney definitely 
had to be Rockin‟ Rollercoaster.” He said “It gave you a rush and 
other rides in comparison became boring.”  Vishy added that he 
would recommend the ride to anyone.  
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Members of the MV band perform at the Music In Our Schools concert. Their 
preparation paid off when they performed at Disney World. 



VERNOIS NEWS A&E, Page 17 A&E 

Brand New Voice 
Recognizing the success the new 
judges on American Idol have 
achieved, NBC has announced a 
counter to the competition in 
Simon Cowel‟s The X Factor. 
Judges participating in The Voice 
include: Cee Lo Green, Christina 
Aguilera, and Adam Levine. 

Global Aid 
U2 front man Bono has been hard 
at work in meetings in our na-
tion‟s capitol for preservation of 
federal aid for Africa, recovering 
after controversy over his support 
of an anti-apartheid song during 
his 360 tour. 

The Defense Rests 
After a drug related misdemeanor 
back in November, classic country 
singer Willie Nelson‟s prosecutor 
is willing to drop all charges for 
only a $100 court fine if he will 
sing “Blue Eyes Crying in the 
Rain” inside the courtroom. 

What‟s Hot and Not  

in the world of Entertainment 
Not the best choice 

…But after his meltdown  during 
the interview he gave for Good 
Morning America, when asked 
about his legal altercations from 
his relationship with Rihanna; 
rapper Chris Brown smashed a 
window in the studio and stormed 
out. 

Reputation Frayed 

...But Charlie Sheen, who‟s moral-

ity compass points nowhere near 
North, has not only embarrassed 
himself with his antics, illegal 
and exaggerated; but also embar-
rassed his former network and 
former fans. 

On the Fence 
...But after dismissing all respon-
sibility and blaming his teenage 
daughter‟s “Hannah Montana” for 
“tearing his family apart”… and 
then taking it back; Billy Ray 
Cyrus decided to divorce his 
wife… and then took that back. 

By Jessi Clark 
Co-Photo Editor 

 

Have you ever dreamed of having the chance to live in your own 
private mansion and have the opportunity to choose your true love? 
     During the 15th season of “The Bachelor,” Brad Womack had the 
chance to find his soul mate, for the sec-
ond time. Womack arrived to “The 
Bachelor” again after breaking the hearts 
of many from the 11th season. 
     “I thought this season was pretty 
great! I believed Brad changed into a 
gentleman since his last season on „The 
Bachelor‟,” stated Faith Gilchrist,‟13. 
     “There was never a boring moment, 
especially with Michelle,” added Jacque 
Helverson,‟13.  
      The 15th season of “The Bachelor” 
was not only filled with love, laughter, 
and adventures, it was also filled with drama, heartbreak, and the 
occasional crazy moments from contestant Michelle Money. 
     “This season of „The Bachelor‟ was more of a laugh for me. Mi-
chelle was the most fun to watch. She actually freaked me out a 

little bit,” commented Libby Harrah,‟13.  
     Though he made connections with lots of the contestants, he was 
forced to send home each week after the “rose ceremony”. 
     Womack sent the contestants to various destinations around the 
world including, Los Vegas, Costa Rica, Anguilla, and South Africa.  
     While in South Africa with the final three contestants, Brad 

Womack made one of the toughest decisions 
of the show to send contest Ashley Hebert 
home. 
     The season finale aired on March 14 leav-
ing Womack with the decision of choosing 
either Emily Maynard of Chantal O'Brian. In 
the end, Brad Womack chose southern sweet-
heart Emily Maynard.  
     “I was so happy to see Emily won! I was 
rooting for her from the very beginning,” said 

Gilchrist,‟13.   
     “‟The Bachelor‟ was great this time around, 

I kind of wanted  Chantal to win though!” added Harrah,‟13.   
      Once the Bachelor ends, fans are not disappointed ; “The Bache-
lors” counterpart “The Bachelorette”, is set to air on May 23.  
      “I can‟t wait for „The Bachelorette‟! I hope Ashley finds some-
one like Roberto from last season,” added Helverson,‟13.    

“Born This Way” by Lady Gaga 
 

After a whirlwind few years, Lady Gaga, who has always written her own rules, pro-
claims this dance-infused pop anthem.  After its premier at the Grammy Awards, Lady 
Gaga has been across the country performing the self-confidence single.  The kickin‟ 
tempo has you believing by the end of the song the lyrics about self-worth and makes 
you want to dance in the process. 

Did Bachelor Brad finally find his true love?  

With spring in the air many MV students plan golf outings, 
picnics, and even impromptu photo shoots with friends to 
pass the time and entertain. 
      But with unexpected snow storms and raging wind and 
rain, sometimes the best thing to do is curl up inside with a 
good movie or get to the next level on that video game 
you‟ve been playing periodically. 

 
For the latest and greatest in video games - we’ve got you 

covered ... just not from the rain. 
 

Dynasty Warriors 7 
A compelling action game that tells the story of four king-
doms fighting for control of China at the end of the Han Dy-
nasty, it puts the player in the moment with traditional arms. 
 
Pokémon Black and Pokémon White 
These two new installations in the Pokémon dynasty feature a 
new generation of Pokémon and introduce them into the mix; 
including larger-than-life Reshiram and Zekrom.  The games 
also incorporate 3-D characteristics to add to the experience. 
 
Fight Night Champion 
A boxing game, a perfect place to channel some excess en-
ergy or tempers.  The athletes you can choose are as realistic 
as it gets, incorporating classic fighters and a fast-paced envi-
ronment to set the tone for the game. 

www.theamericandishtv.com 

Season 15 Cast of The Bachelor  
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Poetry by Anonymous  

Art by Ian Dodd  

These past four years 

So much I’ve grown, 

By what I’ve seen 

And what you’ve shown. 

 

I can’t repay 

All you have done, 

But still sometimes 

It’s you I shun  

 

I owe my life  

Cause you gave yours’ 

To show the way 

And opened doors.  
 

 

Attention!! 

Any artists or poets  

Who would like to get 

their work out there 

Bring it to 121/122 h  

And you could be fea-

tured in the next  

Blueprint  
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Art by Sam Laurence  

Art by Erica Collins 
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This just IN: Sports BEAT 
Men’s track and field, strong season so far 
By Trace Turner 

 
Run hard and turn left, that‟s all there is to track;      
according to some of the MV track team, it is not that 
simple.   
     The track team this year has been successful so far,              
finishing first in their season opener in Marshall County, 
Kentucky.  
     David Lee „11, said, “The season is going pretty good. 
The season looks promising and we aren‟t even 100 per-
cent yet, but when we are we will be good.”   
     The Teams strengths are the four by four, the four by 
one, distance, and the pole vaulters.  
     It is no secret that in track the south seven confer-
ence meet is always heated.  
     Spencer Allen „12, said, “It seems like we are always 
butting heads with Cahokia.”  
     “They have good coaches and talented athletes which 
is a good combination,” said head men‟s track coach 
Clint Turner. 
     Some speculate that everyone in the south seven 
competes for second at the conference meet.  
     Since Cahokia is such a well coached and hard work-
ing team  but rest assured MVTHS the rams will get them 
at the  conference meet.    

Wagner reaches milestone, bowls 300 

By Megan Jackson 

 

Many people can‟t say they have bowled a 300 before, or that 
they even know anyone who has accomplished this mighty feat, 
but sophomore Mavrick Wagner can. 
      On Friday, January 14, Mavrick joined an elite group of peo-
ple. He bowled a perfect game, a 300, 12 straight strikes.  
      “I didn't even know that I had done it, but after I did I was 
so happy, ” Wagner stated.  
      The highest Mavrick has bowled in an actual match was a 
299. That match would have had to of been bittersweet, to be 
one point from a perfect game yet bowling an amazing 299.  
      “This was an actual match and I was really excited but I was 
mad because I was just one point away, ” he            com-
mented. 

Women’s soccer opens up season with two wins 

By Deanna Whiting 

 

After the loss of the soccer coach Steve Harrison, the women‟s 
soccer team has started their season with a new- found mission. 
      “Everything we do this season, every pass, goal, save, it‟s 
all for coach,” said Brooke Moore, „12. 
     The team has been working harder than ever to get prepared 
for their upcoming season. This will be the earliest start to the 
season in recent history as well so practices are well underway. 
     The coaches this year include head coach Jeff Harrison and 
assistant coaches Kaitlin Kombrink, Jeff Scarbrough, and Sara 
Rennie.  
     Coach Jeff Harrison remains optimistic for this season. “They 
all have potential and have been working hard. I‟m not going to 
cut girls with a good work ethic; my dad wouldn't, and neither 
will I.”  
      The team won their first two games, an overtime victory in 
their home opener and blowout win against Cahokia. The Cen-
tralia game began with a goal by the opposition, followed by 
two goals from our team. The game was then tied just before 
the end of regulation, before the Lady Rams prevailed with a 3-
2 emotional win to start the season.  
      Cahokia played host as the Lady Rams travelled for their 
first away game, and MV came home with an 8-0 shutout vic-
tory. 
     The next game is Monday, April 5 who was undefeated and 
won state last year. 
 

March Madness 
By Maggie Aaron 
 
Each year when March rolls around, millions of people fill 
out their NCAA brackets as they catch the March Mad-
ness. 
     Among those millions are our very own MV students. 
Some spend hours researching statistics to get a National 
Champion, but for some filling out a bracket is a simpler 
task. 
     “First, you have to put Duke winning it all, because 
that‟s a given,” said Trevor Flota, „13, “then you have to 
study the teams and see how they match up. 

     “The toughest game to predict was in the Elite 8, be-
tween Texas and Duke,” said Clayton Reeves. 
     With brackets completed, who was the favorite to 
win? 
     Sophomore Landon Thomas said Pittsburg had the 
best chances of winning. Some students however would 
not agree.  
     “I believe UNCONN has the best chance of winning, 
especially after watching them in the Big East Tourney. 
It‟s Kemba time, baby!” exclaimed Clayton Reeves, „13.  
     With all the March Madness raging around campus, 
competitive spirit also comes with. Students get in argu-
ments over the upcoming games, friendly bets are made, 
even  teachers had to confiscate brackets during class 
           

 

VERNOIS NEWS 
Have you read it? 
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By Cameron Stewart 
SPORTS EDITOR 

 
Sometimes people like to shy 
away from trying something new, 
especially a new sport.  
     I spent a portion of my Spring 
Break in Cocoa Beach, Florida. 
While there, I decided to try 
something new and picked up a 
surf board. 
      I signed up for a two hour 
surf lesson. My instructor was 
your stereotypical “Surfer Dude” 
who spoke like Crush from Find-
ing Nemo. He was a righteous 
dude and it didn‟t take long for 
him to help me catch my first 
wave. And what a ride it was! 
      I instantly fell in love with 
surfing. I found that riding the 
waves was not as difficult as 
learning how to choose the right 
wave and timing it out. I spent a 
lot of time observing how the 
tides worked and when waves 
curled. There is really no other 
sport like surfing. You have to be 
connected with what is happening 
in the environment while being 
athletically skilled.  
      Don‟t get me wrong, I had my 
fair share of wipeouts. And yes, I 
woke up the next day battered, 
bruised, and blistered! But I just 
couldn‟t wait to grab my board 
and do it all over again.  
      Surfing, I learned, is not just 
a sport; it‟s an attitude, an ad-
diction, and a lifestyle for many.  
      So if the opportunity arises to 
try a new sport, like surfing. I 
highly encourage you to try to 
catch a wave and hang ten! 

“The only place success comes before work” 
is in the dictionary” - Vince Lombardi 

To inform, educate, enlighten, and entertain | A VERNOIS PUBLICATIONS GROUP PRODUCTION 

By Cameron Stewart and Rance Cummings 
VERNOIS NEWS 

 
With spring beginning so is the MV Rams baseball  
team with a record of 5-2. It seems the baseball 
team is preparing well, only seven games into 
the season. Grant Garrett, „12, commented on 
the team saying “We are very motivated. A lot of 
people are saying we aren't good enough because 
we lost so many great players last year, but it‟s 
our job to prove them wrong.”  
      The first game the team competed in was at 
Rent One 
Park, home of 
the Southern 
Illinois Min-
ers. It‟s a 
season 
opener the 
Rams have 
been doing 
for a few 
years now. 
Collin Young, 
„13, added 
some words 
about the 
season 
opener stat-
ing that “it 
was an amaz-
ing feeling 
starting our 
season off at 
Rent One. We were pumped to start with and 
that added to it. It also helped us pick up two 
wins.”  
      With the privilege of playing sports there 
comes a good amount of stress as well. Garrett 
said“The stress is all mental. Baseball is a think-
ing game, more so than any other sport. If your 
head is in  the right place, stats, wins, and losses 
will take care of itself. 
      Like every other high school sports team,  
the Rams would like to reach state, but there are 
also many other goals they hope to achieve. “We 
want to be the best team we could possibly be.” 
added Garrett. 

      The Rams have had a viperous pre season 
workout schedule leading up to their season. 
“We‟ve worked out all through the offseason and 
I think it‟s given us an edge so far,” stated Wes-
ton Mason, ‟11 
        Hard work does indeed pay off, just take a 
look at the MV baseball team, they are a prime 
example. They‟re pre season workouts have been 
paying off and they will continue to grow 
throughout the season. 
      It is certain that a team needs to stay to-
gether and always keep they‟re composure under 

any situation. 
“If we stick 
together and 
play like we 
are capable 
of, the sky is 
the limit for 
us,” com-
m e n t e d 
Garrett. 
      E v e n 
though the 
Rams have 
two losses, 
they were 
decided by 
only one in 
the late in-
nings. One 
was Triad 
with a score 
of 17-16. The 

other was Waterloo with 11-10 loss.  
      As you could see from the scores, the Rams 
have triumphed over the teams. All of their wins 
have been won with at least 4 runs or more.  
      Even though the Rams are off to a pretty 
good start, it is a long and tough schedule and 
they will need to keep it up. They are only 7 
games into a 40 game schedule. “We need to 
stay consistent throughout the season and finish 
strong,” added Mason.  
      With this long season they will be many 
home games and plenty of opportunities to go 
out and support your MV Rams baseball team.   
So go out to Brennan Klein Field and cheer on 

Catch a Wave 

Cam’s Ram Review Men’s baseball starts off strong 
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2011 MVTHS Varsity Rams Baseball Team 




