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Bare Feet or Flip Flops 

 
Baseball, camping, laying out 

getting lost by taking the wrong route. 
Hitting the beach, music blaring,  

all the summer fashions, what’s everyone wearing? 
Going to concerts, singing along,  

all these girls dicide to go blonde. 
Short shorts and tank tops, 

bare feet or flip flops. 
Sleeping in and staying out late, 

hanging  out with friends or on a date. 
Summer is coming fast, 

You have to make it last. 
-Lexi Digiovanni,’12 My Time has Come 

 
My time as President has run its term. 
Tonight, we will begin something new. 
Will I be called upon again to lead this chap-
ter, 
Or will they select someone else? 
I had a great experience this year,  
And I am not, ready for it to end. 
I feel that I’ve done all I can, 
And want the opportunity to lead again. 
If I am to be president again, 
it will depend on them. 
I hope that I have proven myself, 
and have gained the respect of hundreds 
plus. 
I want to show what the FFA means to me; 
I hope tonight the I get the opportunity. 
  
                 Kane Austin, ‘12 

It’s Here 
 
Finally it’s come 
Didn’t you hear. 
It’s around the corner. 
The end of the year. 
 
It took so long. 
It lasts so short. 
It’s going to be fun. 
Like tag in walmart. 
 
There will be things to chase, 
Movies to see, 
parties to be at 
And homes to T.P. 
 
So if you’re like me,  
You’re dreading the end  
which has to be  
In August again. 
 
-Devon Riley,’12 

Hailey Beal 

I’m a Senior 
 

Three years ago, it started off. 
Look how far we’ve come 

Now we’re starting senior year. 
Then it will be done. 

 
From Freshman, sophomore to junior  

The phases are complete  
With one more year left to go 

Let’s make it one that can’t be beat. 
 

Casey Revelle,’12 



 A&E, Page 23 VERNOIS NEWS  

Behind the Music: Wiz Khalifa 
By Michael Jones 
VERNOIS NEWS 

 

Many know of Wiz Khalifa for his verses, and the deep bass from his 
songs. But do you really know the man behind the music?           
      Cameron Jibril Thomaz, also known as Wiz Khalifa, was born 
September 8, 1987, in Minot, North Carolina. Both of his parents 
served in the military. Consequently, they moved around a lot. He 
lived in Japan, Germany, and even England before he came to Pitts-
burgh, PA. He went to Taylor Allderdice High School 
      Khalifa released his first mixtape, Prince of the City: Welcome 
to Pistolvania, in 2005. The mixtape led to his first full length al-
bum entitled Show and Prove in 2006. Khalifa was declared an 
"artist to watch" that year in Rolling Stone magazine. 
      In 2007, Khalifa signed to Warner Brothers Records and released 
two mixtapes through Rostrum Records: Grow Season, hosted by DJ 
Green Lantern and released on July 4, 2007, and Prince of the City 
2, released on November 20, 2007 
      Khalifa parted ways with Warner Brothers Records in July 2009 
after numerous delays in releasing his planned debut album for the 
label, First Flight. 
      Continuing his association with Rostrum Records, Khalifa re-

leased the single "Teach U to Fly", and the mixtape How Fly, on 
August 9, 2009. 
      His newest album, Rolling Papers, dropped March 29, 2011. 
      For those of that follow Wiz, you probably already know this. 
But, did you know that 

Battle of the Bands rocks MV 
By Tyler FLota 
VERNOIS NEWS 
 

The lights went down, music enthusiasts cheered, bands played, 
and on Monday, April 4 in an exciting performance in L Ware-
house, three bands rocked out at the annual Battle of the Bands. 
     Battle of the Bands was heavily advertised. Flyers were placed 
across the school and invitations to the event were sent out 
through Facebook. 
     The first performance of the night showcased juniors Aryn Wig-
gins and John Michael Davis, who made up the band Akademic 
Warning. 
Wiggins handled the singing as Davis played acoustic guitar. 
     “They are always a great laugh and tons of fun to watch,” 
commented Trace Turner,12. 
     Next to take the stage was Patrick Hall and his band Black Sun 
Horizon. In a loud performance, Hall and his band appealed to 
heavy metal fans with their heavy guitar sounds. 
     “They had great vocals and guitar … excellent song choices as 

well,” stated Matthew McClintock, 11. 
    “Black Sun Horizon played some of my favorite metal tunes...a 
very solid show,” added Turner. 
     Last but not least was the Sidewinders. Consisting of freshman 
Dalton Miller on vocals, senior Matthew McClintock on bass, junior 
Trace Turner on guitar, senior Cameron Stewart on drums, and 
junior Craig Vishy on guitar and keyboard, The Sidewinders stole 
the show with their well known repertoire. Songs included Learn 
to Fly by the Foo Fighters and Hard to Handle by The Black Crows. 
     “My favorite part of the show was when we played Don’t Stop 
Believing. It was cool what Dalton crowd surfed,” stated Turner. 
     A stunned McClintock added, “Dalton Miller is a beast!” 
Suspense mounted as the crowd waited for the winners to be an-
nounced. Flashy lights, set up by Avery Barton,12 consumed the 
stage as The Sidewinders were announced the winners. 
     “Avery made all of it possible. He’s amazing at audio-visual,” 
stated McClintock. 
     The chaotic night marked the first of Spring Fling and started 
off the week with a huge bang! 

Electric Rhetoric 
Patriotic Hardhat 
Limousine Stage 
On The Hyena 
She Never Married 
Velvet Formula 
Subject to Change 
Heavy Metal Horse 
Throat Punch 
Rocks Without Shoes 
Audible Silence 
Clueless Clocks 

Truck Hi Fish 
Banana Hole Punch 
Academic Atmosphere 
Destroying Angel 
Libyan Band Cake 
Tubes of Glass 
See You at Six 
Drunken Lumberjacks 
Seven Car Pileup 
Lady in Cement 
Melting Umbrellas 
Old Lady’s Filth 

Movement in the Soup 
Assorting Goodies 
Plastic Infants 
Strawberry Eruption 
Copper Artifact 
Swinging Wreckage 
Disaster for a Day 
Chrome Gorilla 
Spitting Gold 
Lint and Chips 
Recycling Grapes 
Liquid Sunshine 

Sacred Lunch 
Flashing the Firm Wear 
Leaving Judy 
Parallel Connection 
Fading Scarlet 
Shockingly Dense 
Square Footage 
Hearing Color 
Velvet Headlight 
Metallic Palate 
Amazonian Toestand 
The Leaking Sandwiches 

  Plannning on starting a band soon? Here are the Vernois New’s band name list that we devised throughout the year. 

Top 5 facts you didn’t know about Wiz: 

1. His stage name is derived from the Arabic word for 
“successor,” and wisdom, which was shortened to Wiz. 

2. In 2010, “Kush and Orange Juice download”  ranked #1 
on Google’s hot search trends. 

3. Khalifa’s fan base is known as the “Taylor Gang”, 
named after his love of Chuck Taylor All-Stars shoes. 

4. Wiz is dating Amber Rose, the former girlfriend of fel-
low hip-hop star Kanye West. 

5. “Black and Yellow” peaked at number 1 on the top Bill-
board 100 chart. 

A&E 
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By Stephanie Modert 
A & E EDITOR 

 

Just months after being released from prison on 
Rikers Island, Lil Wayne is hoping Tha Carter IV 
can mimic the success Tha Carter III had as the 
top selling- and Grammy nominated album in 
2008. 
      Lil Wayne’s versatility as an artist has earned 
him the title of one of the most established musi-
cians and as the greatest rapper alive; despite 
criticism for his 2009 album Rebirth which served 
as his rock debut. 
      His ninth studio album was set to release May 
19, but perfecting the album has pushed the date 
back to mid-June. 
      Wayne began recording soon after Tha Carter 
III was released, but later changed his mind on the 
timing saying he didn’t wish for it to be released 
so soon afterwards.  "Tha Carter IV deserves Tha 
Carter IV,” said Wayne, wanting the two albums 
to be separately established in their own right. 
      The album’s lead single “6 Foot 7 Foot” was released in Decem-
ber 2010 and features explosive rhymes and a beat reminiscent of  
his earlier work. 

      Using Cory Gunz as a collaborator, the single achieved popularity 
quickly and rose to number nine on the Billboard Hot 100 and peaked 

at number two on their R&B chart. 
      He sums up the success of his previous albums 
in “6 Foot 7 Foot” when he exclaims “Yeah, with 
a swag you would kill for/money too strong, pock-
ets on a bodybuilder” 
      Drawing inspiration from the film Inception 
the music video draws connections between his 
metaphors used in the song. 
      Another single featured on the album is 
“John” which was released in March 2011. 
      The new album is highly anticipated because 
of the potential Wayne has to further impress 
fans. 
      His fresh rhymes and ability to always produce 
something unheard has far exceeded critics’ ex-
pectations. 
      However, many are disappointed with the 
delay in release, anxious for the next installment 
and frustrated by things beyond their control, as 
almost every one of Wayne’s albums has been 

released later than anticipated. 
      Whether a loyal fan or a stranger to his beats, everyone can find 
something to like in Tha Carter IV. 

Lil Wayne releases new album 

By Maggie Aaron 
Co-Photojournalist 

 
On April 8, the movie Soul 
Surfer was released to recre-
ate the true story of a brutal 
shark attack.  
      Bethany Hamilton was a 13 
year old, die-hard surfer when 
on Halloween morning 2003, 
just like any other day, she 
was attacked by a 15-foot ti-
ger shark that took her entire 
left arm off. 
     As seen in the movie, Ham-
ilton returned to the water in 
less than a month after her 
attack, willing to relearn to do 
what she loves with an entirely 
new perspective on things. 
     With Soul Surfer raking in 
millions in its opening week 
and still currently sitting near 
the top of the “must-see” list, 
some might be wondering 
where the large success came 
from. 
      Besides Hamilton’s passion 
for the waves, there is an un-
derlying religious inspiration 
featured in the film as well. 
Bethany finds the strength to 
get back on her board not only 
from her supportive family, 
but also from her youth leader 

and by her own well-built and 
unyielding faith.  
      She realizes that every-
thing happens for a reason, 
and that she can use her will 
to keep surfing to inspire other 
people around the world. She 
proves that we all have the 
drive to keep going when it 
comes to the things we love, 
you just have to find what 
inspires you most and use it to 
your advantage. 
     In the movie description 
there is this line: “When you 
come back from a loss, beat 
the odds, and never say never. 
You find a champion,” we can 
all take something from that.  
      Bethany Hamilton was 
awarded best comeback ath-
lete of the year in 2004, and 
went on to become a profes-
sional surfer. Becoming a pro-
fessional was always an aspira-
tion of hers, and not even a 
shark attack could keep her 
from it. 
      Hamilton is played by Anna 
Sophia Robb and appears on-
screen with seasoned actors 
Helen Hunt, Dennis Quaid and 
country superstar Carrie Un-
derwood. 

By Alyssa Burge 
VERNOIS NEWS 

 
History was made in England on 
Friday, April 29th, 2011. The royal 
wedding of Prince William of Wales 
and Miss Catherine Middleton took 
place at Westminster Abbey.  
     This is an event that has 
changed history for England, and 
the couple is now next in line for 
the throne.  
The current throne of England is 
Queen Elizabeth and Prince Phillip. 
Prince Phillip is the son of Prince 
Andrew of Greece and Denmark. 
After his marriage to the then-
Princess Elizabeth in 1947, he was 
given the title Duke of Edinburg, 
Earl of Merioneth, and Baron 
Greenwich. 
     Once Queen Elizabeth and then 
Prince Charles, son of Queen Eliza-
beth, passes away the newlyweds 
will step up in their place as King 
and Queen of England. 
     The couple announced their 
engagement on November 16 at 
James’ Palace, but Will popped the 
question to Kate a month before, 
while they were vacationing in 
Kenya.  
     For the traditional wedding, 
1,900 of the couples’ closest 
friends and family received an in-

vite to the festivities.  
     250 of the guests were jointly 
invited by the couple, and another 
250 were invited by Prince Charles 
and the Duchess of Cornwall. 
Kate’s parents were allowed 100 
invites, and then the Queen also 
invited about 50 guests. 
     Many others were invited to the 
wedding also, but the main guests 
were the ones selected by the Roy-
alty of England. 
     7,000 reporters were slated to 
cover the wedding of Will and 
Kate, which has undoubtedly sur-
passed the amount of people who 
watched the wedding of Prince 
Charles and Princess Diana- a 
whopping 750 million. 
     600 of the 1,900 guests were 
invited to attend the reception 
which was held at Buckingham Pal-
ace hosted by Prince Charles. 
     For this once in a lifetime 
event, it is known that the cost 
would not be cheap. The wedding 
is estimated to be around $10 mil-
lion to $70 million dollars. 
     This was the wedding of the 
century, once that everyone will 
remember. We all hope that the 
couple will live happily ever after 
and serve well as the King and 
Queen of England. 

 

Soul Surfer inspires audience Royal Wedding makes history 

VERNIOS NEWS/thisbeatgoes.com 
Seven-year-old Dwayne Michael Carter Jr. 

serves as the cover of Tha Carter IV.  The 
album is set to release in mid-June. 
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Spider-Man’s Back 
The “Spider-Man Musical” will return to the Broadway stage with a 
revamped storyline, and a more “heroic Spider-Man,” claims musi-
cal producer and U2 front-man Bono. 

Benefit Concert 
Tiger Woods hosted a benefit concert in late April in Las Vegas and 
featured acts such as Keith Urban, and John Mayer.  The concert 
benefited the Tiger Woods Foundation, which strives to impact the 
lives of at-risk children in America. 

Spreading the Fame 
Lady Gaga is releasing a version of FarmVille that features her most 
recent songs from her Born This Way album.  The game will become 
available May 17.  

Movie Prediction 
It will be the summer of series, as sequels to many Hollywood sagas 
are set to premier.  The final Harry Potter film, Pirates of the Car-
ibbean: On Stranger Tides, The Hangover Part II, Cars 2, and Final 
Destination 5, and Transformers: Dark of the Moon will debut 
throughout the summer. 

What’s Hot and Not in the  

World of Entertainment: Summer Smash Edition 
 

Musical is Whack 
…But the show had been canceled and delayed numerous times due  
to injuries of performers.  Viewers remain unsatisfied not only for 
poor production, but for sky-high ticket prices. 

Excessive Golf Flirt 
...But Woods recently dropped out of the 2011 Players Championship 
due to a nagging knee and ankle.  His play has gone downhill with 
limited success since news of his infidelity surfaced  in November 
2009. 

Facebook Game 
...But FarmVille, a game featured on Facebook where participants 
can create and maintain their own farm complete with crops and 
animals is a time-waster that users either love or love to hate. 

Stranger than Fiction 
...But a in a plot that couldn’t possibly be made up so must be true, 
Donald Trump has visited various debates as a potential Republican 
Presidential candidates on the sole platform of “I want to see 
Obama’s birth certificate” in order to boost ratings for his Celebrity 
Apprentice show on NBC. 

By Stephanie Modert 
A & E EDITOR 

 

Combining dance choreography, transitions, and a playlist of current 
hits and classic jams, the senior-performed Flash Mob was one of the 
best ways to rock MV. 
      Songs included featured some of today’s hottest artists with: 
Rhianna’s “S & M”, Cee Lo Green’s “Forget You”, Ke$ha’s “We R 
Who we R”, Katy Perry’s “Firework”, J. Lo’s “On the Floor”, and 
Usher’s “DJ Got us Falling in Love”. 
      Classics included Journey’s “Any Way You Want It”, Aerosmith’s 
“Walk This Way”, Queen’s “We are the Champions”, and Michael 
Jackson’s iconic “Thriller”. 
      The beat of the songs electrified campus and enabled MV stu-
dents to flaunt their grooves. 
      However, the secrecy of our surprise and the disruption we cre-
ated caused some to become upset by our senior prank. 
      For those of you upset by the prank, as Arts and Entertainment 
Editor, a dancer of nine years, and a devoted fan of art, music, and 
movies; let me say that as far as senior pranks go, this is as good as 
it gets. 
      Think back if you will to the most memorable of last year’s 
pranks in which seniors scrawled obcenities and “Seniors 2010” in 
deodorant on car windows parked in H lot and released stink bombs 
is the hallways. 
      I am reminded of it every time I open my car door by the flakes 
of deodorant that no amount of power washing will remove. 

      A cause that united seniors from every group on campus to in-
vest valuable free time to produce a quality production exhibits Ram 
Pride more than it does deviant behavior or recklessness. 
      As I leave my post as A & E Editor I have a few goodbyes to 
make. 
      To those of you upset by our prank: please lighten up, you’ll 
miss our spontaneity when we’re gone. 
      To the news staff and Mr. VanZandt: you are the most creative 
bunch of people I have ever met and am blown away by your writing 
abilities.  I’ll cherish all of the memories we made together and the 
quirky quotes we concocted.  There’s no group of people I’d rather 
be with at midnight, loopy on coffee and old Chinese, and putting 
together a paper, than you. 
      To Coach Harre, Coach Goodisky, Coach Docherty, and Coach 
Turner: thank you so much for the time, encouragement, and exper-
tise you invested in the team.  I think of all of you as role models 
and am grateful for how you shaped me as a runner but more impor-
tantly as a person. 
      To the Team: I am so proud of the accomplishments everyone 
made this year and wouldn’t change one minute of our wonderful/
terrible/glorious/exhausting/fantastic time together.  Just stop re-
minding me I won’t be back next year! 
      To the class of 2011: we’ve always said our class got along the 
best among ourselves out of all the others and its true.  Thanks for 
the memories, and I know all of you will go far.  Seniors! 
       

“Is This Love?” By Bob Marley 
This laid-back song provides the perfect entrance to summer with its easily  
recognizable Marley swing and grooves.  This breezy song is frequently covered in 
his father’s honor by Marley’s son, Ziggy.  This song captures Marley’s persona as an 
easygoing man of love and is strengthened by the island jams of a beat he  
produces.  Whether on the move or chilling by the pool this summer, this song is a 
must for any playlist. 

Flash Mob exhibits art, entertainment 
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By Danielle Alvis 
VERNOIS NEWS 

 
Cheerleading tryouts are the most stressful 
part of cheerleading, especially when the 
tryouts change from previous years.  
      Tryouts could drag out to be a month 
long or just a couple weeks. This year the 
IHSA has changed the rules for tryouts, so 
that there would only be a total of four 
days. 
      There were more than just two open 
gyms and more than two days of tryouts. 
For the 2011-2012 squads there was an open 
gym on Monday, March 28 and Tuesday, 
March 29. Then tryouts for gymnastics on 
Wednesday, March 30 and the main tryout 
on Friday, April 1. 
      “This year was a little harder because 

they were shorter, and we didn’t have much 
time to learn stuff,” stated Paige McDonald. 
Those trying encountered three different 
stations. First, in the auditorium partici-
pants were interviewed by three judges. 
Next, individuals cheered and jumped. This 
usually takes place in C gym. 
      Finally, participants worked in group 
chant/dance activities in the warehouse, 
where there will be four to five judges.  
      “The hardest part of cheerleading has 
to be learning the cheer and dance in two 
days. Not only that, but getting in your 
group and making your cheers, dances and 
yourself standout to the judges,” com-
mented TaNacia Thomas.  
      All the judges that attend  the tryouts 
are former cheerleaders, or coaches that 
the MV coaches know and trust to help 

make the best squad possible. There are 
some things that will stay the same though. 
“The top 40 girls make basketball and the 
top 20 make football,” added McDonald. 
The girls will practice in  May and June, and 
hopefully by the end of June the girls will 
know if they are on  the Varsity or Junior 
Varsity squad. “They choose based on your 
skill level with tumbling, stunting, and 
cheering most importantly,” stated TaNacia 
Thomas.  
      After every tryout all the girls  go up to 
E gym and see if they made it. “I think next 
year will be pretty good because we have a 
lot of hard workers,” added McDonald.   
     Thomas finally commented that 
“Cheerleading is one of the most athletic 
sports there is and I think that people under
-rate the sport.” 

Cheerleading tryouts cause stress 

NBA playoffs come, go 

Sports, Page 26 

By Rance Cummings 
VERNOIS NEWS 

 
Every spring there is a variety of events that take place, but 
one significant one that is always exciting and worth one’s time 
is the NBA finals. 
      This year on the east side of the bracket, the semi rounds 
consist of Atlanta, Miami, Boston, and Chicago. On the west 
side there is Dallas, Oklahoma City, and Memphis. The playoffs 
started off very sudden and took off from there.  
      The playoffs had a lot of dramatic events take place at the 
start. In game 1 of the Lakers and Mavericks series Ron Artest 
committed a flagrant foul on Mavericks point guard J.J. Barea 
and was suspended for two games. From there the Lakers were 
swept 4-0 by the Mavericks.  
      Oklahoma City and Memphis have had their own share of  
exciting happenings as well. The series took a wild turn in game 
2 when a Thunder player went down with a injury and the Griz-
zlies came back from a 15 point lead and won it by double fig-
ures late in the 4th period. As of right now the series is  3-2, 
Oklahoma City.  
      On the east side of the bracket you have many of the same 
events happening as well. With Chicago and Atlanta, it has 
been a back and forth battle. With Chicago’s phenom Derrick 
Rose, it has been very difficult for Atlanta to keep up with the 
fast pace, while Chicago won the series 4-2. 
      Finally, maybe the most controversial team, Miami, and 
former 2008 NBA champions Boston have been 
battling it out as well. Almost everyone I have 
talked to wants the Heat to go home crying, 
but they are trying to prove that they’re here 
to stay. With intimidating figures such as 
Dwayne Wade, Lebron James, and Chris Bosh, 
you have to think they would be able to sweep 
just about any team away. So far they haven't 
been able to, Boston did prevail with one win, 
but as of  Wednesday, Miami took the series 
and are headed to the Eastern Conference Fi-
nals. 
      As the spring time comes to an end, so 
does the NBA season, and while most of us 
have the end of school on our mind, these guys 
have a trophy.  

By Hannah Piercy 
VERNOIS NEWS 

 
This weekend the lady running rams competed at their south seven con-
ference meet, held at JD Shield memo-
rial stadium, where they placed second 
to the Carbondale terriers.   
     Third went to the Cahokia Coman-
che’s, fourth went to the Centralia Or-
phans, and the Marion Wildcats 
achieved the mark of fifth. 
     Stephanie Modert, 11’ placed second 
in the event of the two mile, placed 
third in the one mile. 
     Rylie Bruce, 11’ finished first in the 
long jump and triple jump.  
     This isn’t Rylie’s first victory at con-
ference. These two championships only 
add to her slew of individual conference 
titles. 
     At 2:30 Jenna Wilemon 12’ ran the 
800 and received first place then went 
on to win 2nd in the 1600 at 5:44. 
     Jenna has run her past three years 
at MV and continues to receive medals 
for her hard work. 
     The Lady Ram throwers took 3rd and 4th in discus which was thrown 
by Aaliyah Palmer and Malesha Meredith. 

     The girls head into the sectional track meet with the hopes of scoring 

well and getting as many girls as possible to the legendary state meet. 

       I want to send a big drum roll and cymbal crash out to my fellow 
music buds and band geeks. You are by far the coolest people on campus! 
We set the beat for the rest of em’ and I’ll miss making music with all of 
you. Keep on jammin! 
      Seniors, we have been Rams for four years. Now many of us will move 
on to be Cougars, Salukis, Warriors, Wildcats, and me, well, I’m going to 
be a Fighting Illini! I am really looking forward to college but will always 
cherish my time here at MVTHS. We will always be Rams at heart… Good-
bye MVTHS. 

Cam’s Ram Review Goodbye MV, from page 28 

Girls finish 2nd at conference 

VERNOIS NEWS photo/Lifetouch 
Malesha Meredith,’12 competes in the shot 

put event during the Marion invitational 
meet. Her scores helped MV win this meet.  
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This just IN: Sports 

Rockin’ Rams improves capabilities 
By Hannah Lundius 
VERNOIS NEWS 

 

5,6,7,8 … 
      Each count of the dances the Rockin‟ Rams performed through-
out the season were practiced vigorously, leading the team to qualify 
for State. 
      The team‟s season came to a close recently, but their competi-
tive spirit demonstrated a new level of excellence. 
      The Rockin‟ Rams earned scores high enough in all three of their 
competition dances to qualify for State. The team has never taken 
more than two dances to state in previous years, so this year‟s team 
established a new record for the following years to live up to. 
      They took their jazz, poms, and kick dance to State on March 12. 
      Late night practices and early morning competitions throughout 
the year paid off because the team received high scores at each of 
the four regional competitions and at State. 
      Conner Lundius, Rockin‟ Rams team member, „11, stated, “Our 
practice schedule pushed everyone to be better, and we did individ-
ual critiques at practice.” 
      The Rockin‟ Rams dance team did not used to be as talented and 
as technical as it has been for the past few years. Around ten years 
ago, the Rockin‟ Rams was more of a “pom pon” group rather than a 
dance team. 
      Over the years though, many talented dancers and dedicated 
coaches have turned the Rockin‟ Rams into a competitive dance 
team. 
      Mrs. Trish Wagner, Rockin‟ Rams coach, stated, “We set goals at 
the beginning to improve and did that with more practices and eve-
ryone helping each other work on technique.” 
      Lundius added, “We all wanted to perfect our turns and do well 
at competition, so we all worked very hard to improve our team.” 
      Lundius stated, “I think there‟s a dramatic difference on how the 

team has looked the past four years. My freshman year we were try-
ing to build our team up because we lost a lot of members from the 
previous year. We‟ve all grown up and bonded since then.” 
      Since Lundius‟ freshman year, the team has changed quite a bit. 
      Wagner remarked, “The team is more serious about performing 
well and competing while still being supportive of each other both on 
and off the dance floor. Skill level has improved with everyone being 
dedicated and willing to work hard. [My first year of coaching] we 
came from a previous year of competing at JV level to placing fourth 
at State at Varsity level.” 
      Not only has the teams‟ technique improved, but their social and 
academic statuses have also. 
      Kelsey Allen, Rockin‟ Rams team member, „11, stated, “I feel 
like we‟ve improved our image since I was first on the team.” 
      The Rockin‟ Rams take pride in knowing that all of their team 
members for the past four years have been on Honor Roll. 
      The girls on the team will all readily admit that the Rockin‟ Rams 
is like another family to them. 
      Allen stated, “The friendships I‟ve built are what I will miss the 
most about being a part of the Rockin‟ Rams.” 
      Lundius added, “[The best part of being on the Rockin‟ Rams is] 
spending hours upon hours with the girls on the team and being able 
to perform the dances we worked so diligently on.” 
      “Everyone helps each other and sees that the team performances 
as a whole is important,” commented Wagner. 
      Being a part of Rockin‟ Rams dance team is a rewarding experi-
ence. 
      The ones leaving this year will be missed, but the team is looking 
forward to gaining new members. 
      Allen‟s advice to next years‟ new members is to listen to the 
coach and don‟t argue, because it‟s not worth it. 
      Lundius advises, “Never give up, stay dedicated, and be the 
dancer that you want to be.” 

MV’s Top Five Sports Rewind 

1. Rams win in double 
overtime against  
orphans 

2. Eric Heinzman has 
five interceptions in one 
game. 

3. Girls basketball dedicated regional 
game to Coach  

4. Alyssa Burge and Ally 
Adcock advance to State. 

5. Maverick Wagner 
bowls a 299. 
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This is my final column. As a sen-
ior, and as my last days at MV  
come to an end, I am reminded of 
the words of Ferris Bueller. “Life 
moves pretty fast. If you don‟t 
stop and look around for a while 
you could miss it.” I feel that the 
class of 2011 has made the most 
of our time here at MVTHS. 
      I‟d like to first say that it has 
been a privilege and an honor to 
be your Sports Editor. This 2”x8” 
space has been my home-my 
place to express myself for the 
last two years. If I have informed, 
enlightened, inspired, or maybe 
just put a smile on your face for a 
split second, I feel that I have 
been successful.  
      I would like to thank Mr. Van 
Zandt who gave me this opportu-
nity and who has been a great 
advisor. The Vernois News staff is 
an amazing group of students 
that I‟m so glad to be a part of. 
Good luck to next year‟s staff and 
to Hannah Piercy as editor. And 
also to my baby sister, Paisley, 
I‟ve taught you everything you 
know… So you‟re bound to be a 
success.  
     And now, here‟s a big shout 
out to my soccer guys. Soccer was 
a big part of my time here at 
MVTHS and I got a lot of love for 
my team. We won a few and lost 
a few but the biggest loss of all 
was that of our beloved coach, 
Steve Harrison. He won‟t be for-
gotten. 
 
“Review,” 
Continued on page 26 

“I can accept failure. Everyone fails at something. But 
I can’t accept not trying.” - Michael Jordan 
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With a tough regionals match quickly approaching 
for the girls soccer team this season, the Lady 
Rams are focusing their attention on the offensive 
fundamentals of their game. 
      Carter  
Scarbrough, „11 commented “We need to work on 
making the 
right runs, strik-
ing the ball 
harder, and 
using all of the 
space on the 
field.” 
      It‟s easy to 
see that scoring 
is the main 
problem for the 
team. The Lady 
Rams have not 
scored in one 
game that they 
have lost.  
      “We need 
to get the ball 
in the back of 
the net” stated 
coach Harrison 
to the team so 
many times. 
      The  r e -
gional match 
takes place on May 17 in Carbondale  against Car-
bondale. 
      Carbondale has always been a top competitor 
for the MV Rams and Lady Rams for as long as the 
soccer program has been running. But they are by 
no means unbeatable.  
      The last time the Lady Rams played Carbon-
dale they held the team to four goals with a lot of 
help from the defense. 
      “We are usually pretty strong defensively” 
added Jodie Hanson, „11. 
      “We are a pretty strong defensive team, and 
when we play aggressively, we are good at keep-
ing the on ball on the other team‟s half.” 

      The tragic loss of Steve Harrison has been very 
emotional for the team. But they take it to the 
field and play In honor of him. 
      “It has made a huge impact on the team, I 
know that it is always on my mind before and dur-
ing every game,” added Hanson. 
      “We go to a lot of the same tournaments 
every year and we strive to perform in a way he 

would be proud 
of. We knew 
this season 
would be hard, 
but sticking 
together has 
g o t t e n  u s 
through it,” 
stated Scar-
brough. 
      The Lady 
Rams have defi-
nitely  stepped 
up this season. 
They have kept 
their record 
around five 
hundred while 
last season they 
only won four 
games. 
      Scarbrough 
a d d e d 
“Compared to 
past season, we 
have had a very 

successful season so far. We play more like a team 
then we ever have.” 
      “Overall I think we‟ve been more successful 
than last year,” commented Hanson 
      There are many girls on the soccer team who 
have little to no experience and that‟s okay but 
you have to put work into it. 
      “If you‟re willing to try hard and be a good 
team player, try out. Jeff is a great coach and is 
willing to take on inexperienced players. It‟s al-
ways a lot of fun. 
      The Lady Rams soccer team could use your 
support for their regional match on Tuesday May 
17 at 5 P.M. in Carbondale. Come out and see! It 
should be a great matchup. 

Goodbye, MV 

Cam’s Ram Review Regionals approach for Lady Rams 

VERNOIS NEWS photo/Chelsea Johnson 
Chandler Scarbrough, ‘13 battles for possession of the ball in a home match against 

Carbondale. Scarbrough served as a key midfielder for the past two seasons. 




