School and University Partnerships
College of Education & Professional Studics

GO0 Lincoln Avenue
Charleston, linois 61920-3099

Office:  (217) 581-2116
Fax: (217) 581-7797

January 12, 2009

Dear School Administrator:

I am excited to have the opportunity to be sending vou information about an
opportunity for addressing perennially hard-to-fill secondary teaching vacancies. As
vou may know, EIU launched our Alternative Teacher Certification Program in
summer 2003. Since then, more than 100 individuals have used our program to
successtully completed their transitions from a vanety of other carcers into teaching.

The program is designed to make it possible for prospective teachers who have a
bachclor's degree plos five vears of expenence in the field io gain lilinois certificaiion.
Our next cohort application deadling is Apnl 30, 2009, and those accepted will take a
summer of intensive coursework, then serve throughout the 2009-2010 academic vear
as full-time teacher interns. Receiving a Provisional Alternative teaching certificate at
the conclusion of the summer, all interns are considered highly qualified under federal
No Child Left Behind guidelines, eligible to be assigned to their own classes and
considered contractually the same as any other first-vear teacher.

Please find enclosed a tri-fold brochure that introduces this exciting program,
providing more specific details on candidate prerequisites, program description, and
school district responsibilitics. You'll also find a single-page flier that vou may share
with individuals who may be good candidates for our program. We are hoping this
program will provide vou with the opportunity to provide someone in your district with
a path for more realistically achieving his or her goal of changing careers and
becoming a fully certified teacher.

Once you have reviewed these materials, feel free to call or Email me with specific
guestions. You mav also visit our web site:

httpiwww. eiu. edu/~eiuttp

If vou do have one or more individuals in mind for this program, please inform them
that they must pass the [llincis basic skills and the applicable subject-matter test before
we may admit them. The February 2009 test date is the last one that will report scores

before our April 30" application deadline. More information and study guides for these
tests are available at http:/swww _icts nesine.com.

I hope to hear from vou soon!

Cordially,

Jim Kestner
Coordinator of Web-Based and Alternative Certification Programs

P.S. Have questions? Just call me at 217/581-6671 or Email jlkestneri@em.edu.



Have you always dreamed of teaching?
But thought it was too late to go back to school?

The College of Education and Professional Studies at Eastern lllinois University offers
an Alternative Route to Certification Program approved by the lllinois State Board of

Education. Secondary certification is available in five areas, and K-12 certification is
available in one:

MATH - SCIENCE - FOREIGN LANGUAGES (K-12)
BUSINESS EDUCATION + FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCES EDUCATION
TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION (INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY)

School districts may find a new source of teacher candidates through this cohort
program that enables individuals who have a bachelor’s degree to complete

« A web-based course in May

* An 8-week summer program (mid June to mid August)

-+ A one-year internship as a paid teacher (academic year following the 8-week
summer program)

+ A follow-up assessment in June after the internship

Those who successfully complete the program obtain the 4-year Initial Teaching
Certificate (type 09; type 10 in foreign languages) from the state of lllinois.

Candidate Prerequisites: Candidates applying for program admission must have
completed the following:

» Have graduated from an accredited college or university with a bachelor's degree
(GPA 2.85 or higher on a 4.0 scale) and a major or minor in the intended area of
certification;

» Have been employed for a period of at least 5 years in an area requiring application
of the individual’s education;

+ Have passed both the lllinois Basic Skills test and the applicable subject matter test
required by the state for certification in the candidate’s intended teaching
endorsement area (information and online registration available at
www.icts.nesinc.com); and

+ Secured a commitment from a school district to be hired
(and paid as a full-time teacher) for the internship.

For more information visit www.eiu.edu/~eiuttp
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