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MT. VERNON — County
finances continue to trouble the
Jefferson County Board due to
declining revenue and late pay-
ments from the state.

During the county’s regular Fis-
cal Committee meeting Thursday
night, Treasurer Debbie Marlow
said the second distribution prop-
erty tax payments have been fewer
and slower than in previous years,
which she called “very unusual.”

“The taxes are not coming in the
sa!:::lle as they usually do,” Marlow
said.

Between $28 million and $29
million was billed for the property
taxes, and Marlow said while she
did not have any solid figures as to
how much had been collected thus
far, she estimated the number to
be below $20 million.

“I think the slow economy is hit-
ting Jefferson County,” she said.

The committee also learned the
county is waiting on thousands
from the state, including $61,948.75
for the state’'s attorney salary,
$11,187,50 for the supervisor of
assessments and $328,000 in proba-
tion reimbursement.

Payroll for county employees
needs to be paid next week, Mar-
low explained, and other bills,
such as the health care premiums,
need to be held until revenue,
including the local use tax and the
state income tax, are received.

“Our financial situation is not
good,” Chairman Ted Buck said.

Also last night, the Fiseal Com-
mittee approved to recommend

the approval of a balanced 2008-10
tentative budget. The projected
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31%,235,655 bturfig?t includes
uts requested from e
office holder. iy
ceording to Sentinel

archives, office holders were
recently asked to cut budget
requests by 12 percent after
expenses were projected in
September to total
e

“The budget was posted for
30 days and not onep item has
been contested,” Buck said.
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