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umculum presented to MVTHS board

Project Lead The Way pre-engineering program is eligible for grant funding

By TESA CULLE
Tnsacullt o il or-neas oo

MT, VERMNON — A new
corricufum o suppost masth and
refe @ skilled workforce in
engineering was presented o
ihe My, Yernon Township High
Sehool Board Monday night,

with the suppodt of cornmunity
members znd the Jefferson
Coungy Development
Corportion.

Project Lead the Way is a
nutionally aseelaimed middle
and high school pre-enginger-
ing program that is designed to

prepare the future workforce
for high tech, high wage jobs
according o Richand Greene,
of the Bradley University
College of Engineering and
Technology and coordinator
for Enginesrs For Tomomow.
The curriculuim is sponsored in

Nlinois by Beradley. the
University of Dlinois, the
lllinpis  State Board of
Education and the [Hinois
Department of Commerce and
Economic Opportunity.

Az a parmership curriculum

is eligible for grant funding,
Greene said.

“It"s not ofien that o program
comes before you with a pro-
gram funding elemeni.” Greene
told the board.

see BOARDYPage 3A

program, Project Lead the Way
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“Since 2004, the Wlinois
Depanment of Commerce and
Economic Opportunity has
provided grants of $20,000 o
FO0,000 o district parmer-
ships and individual schools
implementing FLTW." infor-
mation provided to the hoard
states, “These funds may be
used 0 purchase computers
and equipment and to provide
additional funding support for
teacher training. Since begin-
ning the granis, DCED has

provided a total of 51,422,000
o 27 grant  recipients,
Additionally, Gow,

Blagojevich  is  currently
imwesting more than 51.2 mil-
lion in PLTW across Ilinois,
and the: linois State Board of
Edwcation and Education for
Emploviment career sysims
have provided additional fund-
ing related o existing Perking
and career support funding,”

Greene  emphasized the
cumiculum is project hased
and developed o mirmor and
strengthen math curricolums
existing in schools. In addi-
tion, PLTW is developed to
“ight the fire in shedents and
answer the question of “Why
do we have to leam this
stuff?™" In addition, the pro-
gram is designed (0 encourage
female and minority shedents
to pursue science and engi-
neering smdies,

As part of the program, the
district must have community-
based support and  business
pariners,

“The community sappor
thiz district already has in
place s unique, it's remark-
gble,” Greene said.

The JCDC submitted a let-
ter af support for the cormcu-
fom,

“The Jefferson  County
Development  Corporation
supponis the addition of the
prestigious and nationally-rec-
ognized Project Lead the Way
Pre-Engineering curriculurm at
M. Vernon Township High
School.” the letier states, ““We
feel this pre-engineering cur-
ricalum will challenge smo-
dents and enrich the leaming
efvirement We also

believe the ML Vemon
Township High School Area
Mocational Center i ane of the
most vital programs for our
industries and our fumre. We
have complete confidence that
this program would be sup-
ported and administered with
the same degree of profession-
alism and commitment that
has made the cument AVC
program so successful, This
program will add relevance
and practical experience to the
curriculum which will encour-
age siudents to improve per-
formance, improve attendance
and raise achisvement scores”

MVTHS Superintendent
Terry Milt was instracted by
the board to pursue informa-
tion and prepare a reconuen-
dation for the board by the
October board meeting, The
deadling for grant applications
for the program is Mov, &

In addition o the presenia-
tion, the board also adopéed
revised district goals. The
theee goals approved are: The
district will provide an envi-
ronment in which each student
will achieve hisfher maximum
potential; the district will be
fiscally responsible and move
forward toward financial sta-

bility by seeking and allocat-
ing resources &0 that consecn-
tive balanced budgets are
achieved in fiscal years 2011
and 2012; and the district will
develop interactive communi-
cation processes that encour-
age all community stakehold-
ers 1o be aware of and partici-
pate in disirict and smdent
activities,

“This gives us the direction,
then we can sit down and list
how we will achieve and track
the progress of goal achieve-
ment,” MVTHS  Board
Chairman Dan Hoffman said,

A workshop o discoss the
ways the board will achieve
the three gonls hes been set for
6:30 p.m. on Oct. 9.

In other business, the
board:

B Denied o request for stu-
dents who oatiend a parent-
sponsored class trip to receive
excused absences for missed
days of school;

W Approved a contract with
cooks, custodians and mwainte-
nance employees; and

W Approved a request to go
ouit for bids for pest manage-
ment and insurance for work-
er's compensation, property
and casualty.
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