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MT. VERNON — Since 1828,
the Mational FFA Organiza-
tion has heen a staple in
schools across America,

Locally, the organization
has succeeded in attracting
students and keeping them
involved in the community
sinece 1920 and as the times
¢thnﬁe,mhas the FFA.

e representation of kids
la-u]:inia.l apriculture carears,
that's the biggest change we'we
had,” said Mt. Vernon Town-
ship High School agriculture
teacher and FFA sponsor John
Eabat, “Thi keep evolving
with what FFA iz all about™

.ﬂu::urdil;g to the FFAs Weh
aite, in 1917, the Smith-Hughes
Vocational Edoeation Acl
established the first vocation-
Al agriculinre courses,

In 1926, Henry Groseclose, a
former agriculiural instructor,
organized the Future Farmers
af 'l.u'lmlzlnm for boys in agrical-
ture classes and soom, similar
organizations begin to pop up
throughout the country.

That same year, the Ameri-
can Hoyal Livestock Show
invited vocational agriculture
students to participate in
National Livestock Judging
Contests in Kansas City, Mo, a
judging tradition, now called
Carger Dovelopment Events,
that £l lives on In the organi-
zatlon today.

The first Future Farmers of
America convention was held
in 1928 and the organization
continued to grow. Currently
there are approximately
S00.000 members and 7,358
chapters in both the U5,
Puerto Rico and the Virgin
1zlands.

As the organization contin-
ned to grow throughout the
United States, the chapler
itself haz remained a staple of
the MYTHS campus.

In the early 1 , the high
school began an agriculture
program with C.L. Anderson
as ong of the first agriealture
teachers. i

Following the growing trend
of agriculture classes and
interest, MVTHS formed its
own FFA chapber.in 1929,

“The ML Vernon FFA chap-
ter was one of the few chapters
in Minniz to be chartered the
lirst year that FFA was made
available to ML Vernon High
Echaol,” acearding to Kabal,

Throughout the years the
scheol has continoned to keep
agriculture and the FFA an
LIIFIEIL‘I[ part of the campns.

ach year, Kabat said
spproximately 180 students
sign up o be a member of
FFA, an organization he said
they goon learn is a lot of
wark,

Throughoeut the year, the
group tackles & number of
projects including presenting
I_:rrujetu like crop, dairy,

orestry and others for judg-
ing. keep a log of those proj-
ecis, attending state and
national conferenves, prepar
ing for a future career and vol-
unteering.

One of the events, the
Career Development Events
include pablic speaking, writ-
ing and essay competitions,
livestock genetic evaluation,
food selence, land use evalus-
tion, agribusiness manage-
ment and math computations,
and others.

"There is 0 mueh stulf [to
dol” said MVTHS junior and
FFA membaer Davic Cliftomn.

"' probably number one,”
gaid Mallory Adams, a fresh-
man at MVTHS. “The FFA is
ane of the most aetive clubs at
MVTHS, there are always
things poingon.™ -~

Students participating in
those projects and competi-

FFA continues to
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FFA PROCLAMATION — Members of the Mt. Vernon Township High School FFA group meet with city May-
or Mary Jane Chesley to watch her sign the National FRA Week Proclamation. The document designates the
week of Feb, 16 through Fab. 23 at FFA Week. Plctured back row, LEFT TO RIGHT, Bryson Owens, Mallory
Adams, Lacy Pranja, and MVTHS agriculture teacher John Wabat. Front row, David Cliften, ML Vemoa Mayor

Mary Jane Chesley, and Ralna Jones,

tiong have been suecessful
throughout the years,

Aceording to Eabat, out of
the 318 FFA chapters in T1l§-
nais, the group has ranked in
the Lop 11 at the State FFA
Conventlon for the past 20
VEATE.

While the group keeps the
students busy — busier than
most of the ¢lubs offered at
the sehoal aveording to some
of the FFA members — it all
has a purpose.

"[n FEA] you Llearn a Lot of
gaad skills,” Adams sald,

Some of those skills, Kabat
gaid, focns on finding & career
puth after groduating college,
including mock interviews,
research and applying for
seholarships to college and
teade schonls

Unlike other activities such
as athletics, Kabat said the
FFA provides skills that could
h{'lﬂu.n.wnc's firture,

That sentiment 18 slated in
the olficial FFA creed, written
in 1830 by EM. Tiffany stating
partly, “I believe in the foture
of agriculture .., T believe that
to live and work on a good
farm, or to be engaged in other
agricultural pursuits, is pleas-
ant as well as challenging. .."

Unlike the FFA of the past,
o number of students in
Loy s world become involved
in africulture and FFA. Kabat
said, not just to become a
farmer, bul to explore & aum-
ber of job spportunities in the
field of agriculture.

Bome of those jobs include

ienlture business, eommu-
cations, economics, educa-
tion, engineering, mechanics
and environmental and nato-
ral resources just to name a
few. A number of popular jobs
today, Enbat said, are in busi-
ness,  horticulture  and
mechanics,

Aceording to the FFAS Web
site, agriculture is the nation's
largest em]i]l:-}'er with mare
than 22 million people work-
ing in some phase ranging
from growing fod and fiber to
galling it lhﬁbﬁ marketplace.

Among some of the FFA
members at MYTHS, job inter-
ests included horticulture,
agriculture business and
wildlife biology.

But those career ideas were
not on the forefront of these
students minds when they
joined FFA. In fact, most snid
hey did not know what to
expeet when joining,

“I had no idea what FFA
wag,” Clifton said. 1 thought it
was just something to do, but
it has been very helpful.”

“There are currently more
than 300 careers the kids can
Eo into,” Kabat said. "And
aceording to the new censas,
fHl6 pereent of new jobs will
be agriculture related jobs.
Most of the kids don't know,
they think [if they po info agri-
culture] they will be farmers,”

Kabat said more and more
agricullure students are also
attending college, breaking
away from farming and enter-
ing agricultural johs,

According to Kabal, more
than B0 percent of his agricul-
ture students go on to attend
junior college or 8 university.

Not only have the Trujects,
conventions and #Eh BAriT
gkills been helpful, some o
the members sald, but so has
the places they have gone and
HJ.eFenple they have met.

"I'va met a lot of prople
through FFA that pertain to
my eareer,” sald FFA member
Bryson Owens.

FFA member Raina
Jomes agread,

“You do get to go to more
Iaces than you do as a regu-
ar, high sehool student,” she

said, “Like Washington, D.C. I
would have never went there
without the FFA.™

Those connections through-
out the couniry can prove
fruitful in the future, Kabat
said, especially with more
than 40, current membsrs
and thousands of past mem-
bers throughout the nation.

"We've got 50 many friends
and 50 many connections,”
Kabat said. “FFA is so well

known.

Along with potential job
opportunities and connee-
tions, Kabat said he also gears
hiz FFA members toward
developing a strong sense of
voluntesrizm,

Each year, he said, his chap-
ter members participate in
approximately 50 volunteer
ackivities,

1 want atudents to like who
they are. when you do that,

u will help other people,”

e said, *T want them to see
community service as a part of
thedr life."

With 8o much work and activ-
ities, some may ask why
teenagers would so willingly
participate in the organization

Eabal gives all the credit to
the students and their deter-
mination to work as hard as
they can to achieve their
gonls,

“How many other kidz do
what these kids do?” he said.

Although the students rec-

ize their own success, they
1ve a lot of credit to Kabat for
eeping students interested
and in keeping the FFA a
strong, successiul group on
CANpLE
| “He pushes us a lot, by mak-
ing ue realize what we are
doing will benefit us in the
future,” Jones said of Kabat,
mtolerBmomingaenimel.com
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FFA FLAG — Members of the Mt. Vernon Township High Schoal
take down the Amerlcan flag on the campus during FFA We
Throughout the weelk, the group participated in a nuimber of ew
Ineluding bowling, tracter day and a soakout.
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