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Scattering Seeds

MVTHS School Resource Officer serves
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WIS MRl T regi sher e oot

MT. VERNOM _
Whether Spt. Jim Hawkins is
participating in high school
activities or talking with siu-
dents one-oa-one, the School
Resource Officer for M,
WYernon  Township  High
School addresses  campuos
issues while serving as a pos-
itive role model for students,

Starting his 20th vear with
the Mt Vernon Police
Department, Hawking snid
he started serving as SRO six
years age, and has since
enjoyed working with sw-
dents and ieachers on a daily
basis,

“Chief Mendenall was
familiar with the SRO pro-
gram ground the country and
he thought it would be bene-
ficial to have a program here
at the high school.” Hawkins
said. “Through the interview-
ing process [ was fortunate to
be selected for the position,”

As  an  authoritative
resource, Hawkins =aid his
experience with the police
department helps o enhance
what students learn in class-
TOOME.

*l work with teachers
when topics lend themselves
0 in-class presentations.”
Hawkins said. “T have helped
with the Bill of Rights,
Drivers Education, and ['ve
talked to health classes about
alcohol/drug ublm: and zere

e

as positive role model for students

Schood Resource Officer Sgt. Jim Hawlins works closely with employees at ME Vernon Township High School including
Makeisha Lash, As a resource for parents, staff, administration and students regarding law enforcement, Lash sald,
"Hawving this program keeps the kids in fine and it gives them someone to talk to confidentially.”
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toleranoe.”

Hawkins said he also
works closely with students
ontside of classes and recent-
ly helped with Youth and
Government's mock trials at
the  lefferson  County
Courthouse. In past years,
Hawkins served as producer

for Theatre for Kids and
helped with makeup for
Crperetin productions,

As a resource for parents
and  guardians, Hawkins
noded he also builds relation-
ships with them in pant to
help prevent crime on cam-
pus and kmp open lines ﬂf

COMIMunication.

“[ think the bizgest con-
cern they ve always had is the
openness of the campus,”
Hawkins said, “Some of the
stndents  probably  aren’t
ready for the responsibility
that comes with that. Parents
don’t always know what their

kids are doing — they always
think, *Well theyre at school.”
Sometimes when they keave ot
lunch they’re not at school™
When stwdents decide o
leave campus for lunch,
Hawkins said some engage in
dangerous activities as wo
sides of the canpus are bor-

dered by mailroad racks. By
driving safe and not tespass-
ing on railroad propery.
Hawkins said accidents can
be prevented.

During his time spend af the
high school, Hawkins said he
has discoversd that a variety
of activities and sports exist
for students outside of the
classroom.

“There are a lot of good
things that go on here at Mt
Wemon High  School”
Hawkins said, “There is a
wide vanety of activities for
students to get involved with.
Unfortonately  people  too
ofien focus on the neaative
things. There are a lot of good
teachers here and a majority
of the students are outstand-
ing young adults.”

Hawkins noted he is grati-
fied when “students feel con-
fident to come up and talk to
me about various things in
their life.”

Cwerall, through working
at the high school Hawking
said he hopes o emphasize
positive aspects of students to
the entire community.

“I personally believe that
teenagers all get clumped
into the same category of
being rude and disrespectful,”
Hawkins znid. *T think a large
majority of them don't fit into
that eategaory. [ use this as an
opportunity  to et others
know u different side of
them,”™




