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MVTHS
examines
new
engineering
program
Project Lead the Way coudd

bringa pre-engineering
curriculum offering eight

courses fo inferested students

BY JASON SILVEY
SENTINEL NEWS ST

HT. VERNON — The Mt Vernon
Township High Schooel Board of
Edstcation will consider taking
part in the Project Lead the Way
progeam to implement a new eug]
neering ¢ quH.ulum Tor studenis,

Al Tnesday's board meeting,
Richard L Greene of Eradley Uni-
versity descelbed the goal of Pro-
ject Lead the Way, which board
member Danlel Hoffman called
“tremendously exciting,”

Greene referved Lo the initiative
asa "rlgnrmu.- math-based, project
Foenzed pre-eagineering program
for students.”

In conjunction with a high
school's prezent math currienlum
PLTW would replace or alter
appropriate enginearing or relat-
el curriculum to encompass eight
COUrSEs,

Students interested in the lield
would take introductory classes on
engloneering design, principles,
and dl m? electronics. They
would then choose from either
aerospace engineering, biotechni-
cal ongineering, computer inde-
graled manulacturing, or civil
engineering and architecture
eourses before finishing the cur-
teulum with engineering design
and development.

Greene said the courses empha-
size working ecooperatively and
developing problem solving skills
to ereate designs and build proj-
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ects,
“It answers the question
do we have to learn this
stufi?™ he noted

Many universities, Greene
added, offer college eredit for
completion of the PLTW
courses. Onee adopted, mid-
dle school ro rams could
also be o through a
high sch{mls varlnus feeder
schools,

Funding for the program is
available through grants from
the Kern Family Foundation
for start-up costs and from
the [lineds Department of
Commerce to implement the
program.

Instructor training for the
PLTW curriculum is handled
by the University of Hlinois.

Mary Ellen Bechtel, execu-
tive director of the Jefferson

County Development Corpo-
ration, submitted a letter of
support for the project as a
means of generating a more
highly skilled local work
force,

“We know we have the tal-
ent in Jefferson County than
can be provided to industries
for a highly skilled work
foree," she said. "It's not just
alrout attracting businesses to
the area. It's also about reten-
tion ... You would not only be
supporting our current econ-
ommy. You would also be sup-
poriing our future economy.”

At this time, 88 high
s:L‘lmoli in miﬂ'ltll?ﬁ in Hlinois
participate in the prugram.,
aceording to Green

Hoffman said ufPL’l‘W “Tt's
an extremel invigurat;i;ug
wn}' o ﬁl ents involved.”

ard directed Super-
mtEndent Terry Milt to work
on a grant proposal to bring
to the October meeting.

IN OTHER business:

¢ Picking up tabled busi-
ness from last month's meet-

ing, the board voled unani-
mously to deny a parent
request for excused absences
for students mizsing school
for a proposed trip to Walt
Dizney World. Some board
members noted it was a
request to change policy that
could open the door for more
excused absences and ques-
tioned the expensive trip's
aceessibility for all studen

¢ Revised distriet goals
reflecting students achieving
their maximum potential,
the fiscal responsibility of
the district, and the develop-
ment of interactive commu-
nication with all educatinn
stakeholders were approv
A workshop was set Gct
at 6:30 p.m. to begin da-.'is:lng
ways to measure the dis-
trict's success in those goals.

#The board agreed to con-
tinue the graduation tradi-
tion of allowing speeches by
the senior class president,
. the student body president,
and the president of the
National Honor Society.

@ The new three-year con-
tract with the distriet’s
cooks, custodians, and main-
tenanece staff was approved.

#*The board accepted the
resignations of Hannah
Rodgers as Lifesavers co-
sponser, Heather Taaka as
office elerk and typist, and
Jenny Campbell as a special
education aide.

eJeremy Easley and Neal
Beaty were approved as vol-
unteer football coaches,

*The board voted in favor
of employing Sheila Stowers
as a speech and acting
extracurricular sponsor and
Sarah Smith as a social
worker,

#Board members approved
the letting of bids for pest
management and workers
compensation, property, and
casualty insurance contracts.
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