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WE ARE MT. VERNON

MVTHS
students
invited to LEAD
SI Class of 2010

By KANDACE MCCOY

kandace.mocoymiregister-news.com
MT. VERNON — Five Mt. Vernon
Township High School students have
been chosen to join the LEAD SI
Class of 2009-2010. s
Sophomores Hannah Weber and
Alexandra Frisby, along with juniors

Blake Fields, Taylor Morgan and-
Tyler Weston will be led through a
“full curriculum” developed by uni-

versity professionals focused ' on
developing skills such as communica-
tion, problem solving, team building
and decision making, according to
information from MVYTHS @ AVC
Director and CTE Department Chair,
Rob Knutson.

The students will also be presented
with opportunities to network with
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repional leaders from the
business. govemnment, edu-
cation andl healthcare sec-
Lo,

“What they're trving 1o
do” Knutson explained, “is
that our falented youth are
moving aveay for college or
another job. And they're not
coming back [0 Southern
Minmis]. So this is an eco-
nomic initiative  throwgh
state and federal dollars o
start with the young people
— high school students —
and make them waare of
opporiunities in Southern
Ilinois in the hope fhat they
will sty

“Alot of people don’t
realive the quality of oppor-
tumities are here,” he contin-
ued, “What sets this pro-
gram apart 1% they plan nod
to anly select a group and
bring them topether For a
summer retreat, but they
plan o program throughout
the yeor so studeniz will be
exposed to different indus-
tries and different leaders. In
addition to being exposed (o

leadership
activities,
they're
poing o
have  the
OppOrtuni-
Iy o met-
work with
some  of
Southern
leaders
them,”

“We want them to under-
stand  the
benelits
Southern
IHlinois,”
satid Kathy
Lively,
Execative !
Director al 5
Man-Tra- Weber
Con, “and really have an
understanding of how much
we need them, The majorily
of our youth leave amd we
can't go and be the best we
can be until we show them
there is a role for them
T

LEAD 81 is a youth
engigement strategy  des-
igned  to  foster among
regional young people a
deep  appreciation  of
Southern Mlinois by enpag-
ing them in peer network-

finest
and learn  from

Hlinois

ing, and
helping
them o
leam  im-
portant
leadership
and com- |
munity Frishy
develop- ;
ment skills; and, to expand
the existing leadership hase
o suppot the future of
Southern [linois, according
tor e org- e
anization s
Web  site.
P i B
LEAD 51
initiative
wis  des-
igned o
ensure &
continwous supply of bome-
grown beaders for the futare
of Southem Minois.
Following completion of
the Institute, future leaders
will continue through a
year-long schedule of events
focused on continuing social
networking, leadership
development, and apprecia-
tion of southern Ilinois,
LEAD 51 sponsoned events
will take participants across
the region, exposing them to
the beauties and challenges

Weston

facing
fouture
leaders of
southern
Iimois,

LEAD
SI has ex-
panded  to
include all
20 counties  involved in
Connect S, Each year, a
new class of fulure leaders
will be selected from those
entering their junior and
senior years in high school.

“When [ learned they
were moving il o the south-
ern 2 countics in linois 1
was  excited,” Knutson
added. “They'll actually
bring these students from
each county together, and [
suspect they will solicit
ideas from these young pec-
ple about what Southern
llinods needs™”

“We hope they will real-
ize most of today’s leaders
all face the same decisions
and challenges they are fac-
ing us youths,” Lively said,

The Class of 2000-2010
LEAD 51 Institote will be
held June 10 through 12,
More information about the
program may be found at
waw.leadsiorg,

Morgan .



