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AN EnrTios

BY LAUREN DUNCAN

SENTINEL NEWS STAFF
MT. VERNON — Five Mt. Vernon
Township High School students
will be the first in Jefferson Coun-
ty to join the LEAD 51 class of 2009,
The developmental program,
which promotes young people to
develop a deeper appreciation of
Southern Ilinois, iz a partner pro-
gram of the Connect SI initiative.
According to the Connect SI Web
site, the program is regionally

based and strives to be “built upon.

broadband connectivity, with the
concept that our dispersed assets
can be connected to make our
region a driving force in the world
economy. The goal of the project is
to produce measurable, transfor-
mative, and sustainable results
that will allow Southern Illinois to
thrive rather than simply survive.”

Conneet 81 Executive Director
Kathy Lively explained, "0Our goal
was to expand within the 20-county
region that we cover, and by Jeffer-
son County students joining LEAD

MVTHS students join LEAD SI

SI, we're closer to achieving our
goal.”

Last year, the first LEAD SI pro-
gram consisted of 30 student lead-
ers from the Union County and
John A. Logan Community College
region. This year, seven additional
counties have joined in the expan-
sion of the program.

Aceording to Lively, the students
attend a three-day Institute and
continue to participate in activi-
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ties associated with the pro-
gram throughout the year.
The students selected, who
are entering their junior and
senior years of high school,
will partake in events that
build leadership skills and
develop social networking
and appreciation for the
region.

According to Jefferson
County Development Corpo-
ration Executive Director
Mary Ellen Bechtel, who
attended the Connect SI pres-
entation in March at John A,
Logan College in Carterville,
the program is important for
area students.

“It is a program that will
engage and focus youth to
help them appreciate South-
ern Illinois. It teaches them
leadership and gives them
access to current leaders in
the area,” she explained.

SELECTING STUDENTS

Sophomores Alexandra
Frisby and Hannah Weber,
and juniors Blake Fields,
Tarvlor Morgan and Tyler
Weston were chosen from
MVTHS to participate in the
Program,
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Bechtel said, “This is a
great opportunity for these
students. I think it’s very
important area students are
a part of this." :
The students, who were
able to nominate themselves,
submitted an essay and a lef-
ter of recommendation from
an adult to complete the
application for the program.
“Last vear we asked for the
students with the top GPA,
but this year we focused on
choosing students with both
leadership qualities and a
high GPA," Lively explained.
A selection committee
chose the top students after
the application deadline on
April 1. Aecording to Lively,
the expansion of the pro-
am is contributed to large-
¥ by an advocate in each
sehool,
“Rob Knutson, the sup-
porter from Mt. Vernon
Township High School, is the
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Champion for the Jefferson
County students. When we
have a Champion, we just
hgve great success,” she stat-
e

According to Enutson, the
AVC/CTE director at MVTHS,
both he and Melanie Gulley;
director of student services,
worked to select the applica-
tions from students that were
then passed on to Connect SL

“We had about a dozen stu-
dents apply. The five that
were selected are a part of
the group of 30 to 40 in the
entire program,” he said.

To Enutson, the concept of
LEAD SI promotes the
growth of industry in the
area.

He said, “There has been a
growing concern after it was
noticed that a number of
yvouth are leaving the com-
munity because they weren't
aware of the advantages of
staying in our region. This
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 begin with. Another positive

program will
allow them
to learn
more about
the opportu-
nities here
in Southern

Illineis.”
Not  only
are SUT-

|

rounding
Weston eounties tar-
geted to ben-
efit from the program, but
the students are expected to
profit from the opportunity.
“They will actually be
exposed and be able to expe-
rience activities related to
leadership. This will give
them experience, which can
be hard to get when you
don't have any experience to

outeome is the scholarship
apportunities they may have
in the future as a result of
their involvement,” Knutson
stated.

As the program expands to
other counties within the 20-
epunty region it covers,
Enutson said he is hoping to
see the involvement of
MVTHS students expand.

“We would absolutely love
to see more students get
involved in this next year.
Any time we see an opportu-
nity like this, we welcome
it,” he closed.
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